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4A Kain fon, JW Fe ; A 
forkear with Contempt Af 8 
biz if he overlook,, or ife me,” be” over bal bis Me, | APY une, 
_ - SF be wes Pore By Cenſute, of Hth ot 

certginly know it, with as much Kind 7 to. Foufalf,. as Fultice ts fo. oY { owe 


that I, and ti 


ſuch Men no account of my ſuf, or of.. the Multiplication of. theſe. Pleas : IJ but ; 


they that will be ples 
well as the Thing, T bad written the firſt,” I tho 

the Argument, crept called ; pon to vindicate, or confirm, ta ex 
rect mhat requires orredtion, But when T bad ſaid all I zho by fix to, ay, it was 


Hao 43s 


to read: 2berg,. mult accept the Reaſo. of the Ny her. as 
| 7 rhe Dh ag os bg | 


without any cauſe at all given by me, reported that I bad written a $ ond = 


and the Second Plea was enguired aft befare it was conceive Fin oy Mend. ; 
notice o 5 ar I confitered if this nnght be an Invitatqon, oz lt to-view;: a 
to Gives ſenſe of {ours Guerin » RA reſpect is {ec 5,60 

iow their” many Iraubles, and tyto Fay | 


h aC Hons | 
Goſpels . 1 N08 ned to ' 


revity ; in that mhich yet mas too large for many, In it F did fate the Caſe as 


traly and diftindHy as poſſibly T could, and la aved to inform-ube ny Now | 


's a ens 


biftorically and rationally : T Tookgd upon the biftarieal,- 
Jour and apon'-the, rational as too weak,, wanting the 

"conſent of the Eminent TWriters of our Church,” 
hell; of - the Right. Reverend Biſhop of Cork, wh 
Aﬀeftion to bim for bis pexceable Deſign, as if the ufferi | 
miſts were artificially aggravated to an evil end, F thought. thy 
to be done : . 1. To. run up to the Spring of our Divifiong Fg 


"a 


axay- Confe- 


rence, and gave. ſome Hiſtorical PX... of Church- oo Airs and ew 


that time, which I perceived many did not know. 2, 


\ Hae pare : the | 
Aſpeits of ſome of - our moſt Renowned Writers of the. Chireh 4.1 A als ya ; 


our Difſenting Proteſt ants towards the ſame things, 0 very, Q 
tendency to Peace, 3. 'To repreſent ſome of the mor re ay pens ond 
known Loyalty, meerly for Nonconformity, to, this cad, th that th Saffring 


might affett Authirily, and' incline Mens Miids to « Perkear ance. - 
i Piſed, © and odiouſly + 
e xpojid -/ 


F, or, x while _ Sufferings are Jighted, « _ their Cauſe. 
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| ater nd 


ore wee ary « 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


expoſed arit commonly is, there is no hope of Reconciliation,nor Abatement of their 


Suffering, 10rof any Conceſſions to make their Admiſſion eaſy and comfortable. 
nd all th: | 


s war done together, and referred to the ingenious and boneft Bookſeller, 


who being the proper Tudg of bis own. Affairs, concluded it beft to divide the 
whole intotwo Parts 3 and ſo that which was a Supplement to the Second Plea,is 
called the Third,and that which was @ part of the Third, is called the Fourth 
. Plea. This account I thought. good to give of the. Numbergto them who are not diſ- 

pleaſed, with the Argument, 'bilt with the Number. But it will be more difficult 
#0 ſatisfy them-who are diſpleaſed with the Argument it ſelf. And of this 1 
have bere and.tbere dropt a Reaſyn, beſides a. kind of Apobory 41 the Second, 


- which'T think, 100k” up too llch room , and therefore. 1 ſhall not run ont berg- 


My Deſipn'is throughly known to Him, whoſe Eyes are. as a Flameof Fire, 'to 
whom 7 muſt give my loft Accoutt, and receivitwy final Judgment, after that 


Men have talkt and done their Pleaſure : 1 do humbly beg his Forgiveneſs for 
all Failings and of Men, when any ſhall convince me of any Injury. which 
T bave ignorantly and unwillingly done, if any be, done. . I do verily believe the 


Argument is 2 needful Afganient : and had the Mayog vent of it been anſwera-' 


Ble to it's Intportante, and by'a better band, I ſrould more rejoyced #0 reade 
#, than now I can; but yet "as it is, I do not repent that 1 FEM piven my 
Teftimony to the Servants of Chriſt, nor the Faith and Holineſs wefeſſed and 
propagated by them, although ſome will make it as dear to me as they can. 
But they and IT are in the band; of Gone for their ſakes I wiſh they wonld 
vat be t00 bold and free of thitr Menaces, 2 OOO 
© © There 'is' a noted Perſon, who. affects he Title of Oblervator (1 am ſure, 
-rither he is wilfally blind on one ſide, or he 7s abuſed by bis Speflacles and In- 
formers ) 10 whom 1 am indebted. T cannot paſs by. his Obſervator upon the 
Third” Plea, Numb, 172. Tory ſpeaks of the Plea ; No, no, *cis not ripe 
for Violence yet, bur he advances very fairly, by-way of Preparatory to 
I, if he. can bur, perſwade' the. Multitude that, the five-Mile AQ was 
fram'd and pals'd by Papilts. , Here's the King now, and the. Majority 
'of both Houſes, expoſed to the Rabble, as a Popiſh FaQion. 

Reader, here's Obſervator now. Theſe Words | tranid..and paſſed by Pa- 
Fiſis ] are not mine, but bis. bn, 


There is a Doſe of bis Ingenuity and Goodneſs wrapt up in tbe Inſinuation, as | 


aff T ſid or meant, ar be is bol4 to refort,, If T quote my. Authors for what 
Tſaid, IR oy teri, he will not abide me more than them, be- 
"cauſe Parliament-Mey. One worthy Member of the Horſe in the Debate about u- 
niting Proteſtant Diſſeiters, appealed to' many Members then in the Houſe, who 
were in that Parliament, as remembring that AG was promoted by Sir Thomas 
Clifford, Sir Solombn Swalc,.. a1d' Sir Roger. Strickland, who all ap- 
printed to be Paptfth' - \( "m9 .:.* F 


_— sf a6 og 
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Commons in which - theſe three Popiſh Agents , placed or poſted themſelves to ſee 
that the. Votes of their - Friends might not fail ot Expetiations, if not Bog 
ments. Three ſuch leading Men as theſe were in the Houſe, when thinner thas 
wſual becauſe of the Flagg, end being then diſguiſed, and afterwards optn 
Popiſts,. was enough to denominate a Popiſh Fattion, and. to carry, what they 
contrived, eſpecially pretending a Service t9 the Church, and by that pretegee 
drawing the unwary Proteftant to vote the ſame way, The AG, and the Oath 
in the A& was oppoſed by the eminent Loyal Earl of Southampton Lord Trea- 
ſurer,and others of the Nobility,and by the eminent Dr. Earl Biſhop of Salisbury z 
and when. they of the other Party endeavoured to lay the ſame Oath pon the 
whole Kingdom, it was not only oppoſed by the Loyal, but carried in the Nega- 
tive by three Votes, which were the-now Earl of Lindley, and the Earl of Dan- 


by, and Mr. Pcrigrine Bartue, who was that day introduced into the Houſe by 


the other two. And this is ſufficient to prove-the other part of my Sentence, that it 
was. oppo ed by the Loyal. It is the firſt time that Lever read or beard that 


the King fram'd or paſſ:d the Ait: ( the Aft are paſſed before they are pre- 


ſented to bim } or, which. I abbor to think, to he in a Papiſh FaGian; I leave 


the Scandal where 1 found it in Obſervator, with*more of the ſame Dy and | 


TinGure, Others there are that may be ſatisfied with the ſame Anſwers, who 
take it ill that 'it ir remembred the five Mile Af was procured or promoted by 
Popiſh Connſels and Endeavours. Had "not great and obſerving Men, who ſerved 
in Parliaments declared it, 1 ſhould not have laid any part of my Argument 
on it, neither do T think, a. Quid pro Quo, to be an excaſe for me, if I had 
fea is, without ſufficient Teſtimony, that they. who arraign and damn the Pleas, 
bave. given out that the" Declaration of Indulgence, was - from the ſame Coun- 
cels, and in favour of the Papiſts. The Kingdom was alarmed with the fears 
of Popery 3 and many Preachers were Lefurers upan the Controverſies againſt Po- 
. pery, at if it had been at the Church doors, and all muſt be armed againjt it : 
His Majefty took notice of it in bis Gracious Speech of February 5. 1672, 
© I put forth my Declaration fur Indulgence to Diſſenters, and T have bitherts 
© found the good Effet of it —— There 1s one part in it which bath been ſybjed 
© to Miſconſtrufion, which is that concerning the Papiſts, us if more Liberty 
© rpere granted them, than to the other Recuſants, when it i plain there is leſt, &c, 
* I do not intend it ſhall any ways prejudice the Church, but I will fuppart its 
* Right,. and it in its full Power, Having ſaid this, Tſhall take it very ill to 
* © receive Contradiition in what T have done, and Lwill deal plainly with you, I 
© am reſolved to ſtick, to my Declaration. _ ak | | 
The Lord Chancellour alſo ſpake the ſame thing. * His Majeſty bath ſo fully 
* vindicated bis Declaration from that Calumny concerning the Papiſts, that no 
* reaſonable Seruple can be made by any good Man : He hath ſuff.cieatly juſtified 
| | # 


2 


And 1 could neme him ſome-who remember. the three Corners of the Honſe f 


/ 


ir by the time U warp 
"wight bave dont it more, 


*'Blodd, or rigorous Severitits x but where nyld or 
© + wiſe Prince, be is certain to chooſe them — an 


© Pur bis 


"And the ſame Lord Chance 
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Thi Epiſtle to the Reader, 
Hibet in, and the Fife hath 
onthe. agretaBleneſs of it to:bis 
git 

f 


ad from "it 3, #od 
| gon? it -more, fro eeaDienels of it to.bis apy nating! Diſhg- 
©Ftron, which 10 good Engliſh Mai can wiſh otherwiſe than i it : "on 7 


Y vb Wu KYS laves nos 
Me. wayr may be 
concludes that He 


bus.s 


Pur bis Maj ty is hot convinced that violent ways are the Intereſt. of Religion, 
TIM Clrcs...p. 12, 13s - : ON ANOREY O ME 
Tour, then a great Miniſter. of State,. gives his 


Reafong, to his Friend contrary to the Lord Clifford's, why be ſhould think that 
Talulgence mas a favour to the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and for the advantage of 
thi Proteſtant Religion, whjch are printed in a Liter from a Perſon of Qua, #1, - 


P-' 5; £ 
trarttty. 


weper, it is clear, many of our Proteſtant Brethren declared theiv cons 
ty to Po ery in their Learned Morni 
therwiſe, and do we'l know that one Wo 


$*% 


Exerciſes_ againſt Popery, and os - 
cannot hold- the Papiſts and them 


both, if Popery'bave Power, And our Mittimus will be quickly drawn, after. 


that St 


. » 


Bug. O'! bo 


any'rate.. 


by Chriſt, 4 
oppoſeth himſelf, and was known in England by the. Name of Antichriſt, which 
he can never forget, nor digeſt ? Diſcerning. and good Men are under - Appye- 


henfions of Sufferings coming upon us and write tb:ir 
Miniſter of our Church, for Martyrdoms, others for Su 
Mr. Polhill draws” the Face and - 
© Charity is cold, Differences ar bot, 


wich mow haj py BED it 
by bis Spirit, by his-, Goſpel, t 


red of the Ti 


« Peter's Succefih can covie in Goaler, a Plate be woald purchaſe at- 


or us to be _reconcile&, aud made one 
an- be made Friends by bim. that - © 


Preparations 1, one, a worthy 
ings 3 and the excellent 
with bis curious. Pet, 

Emmity every where 


© appears, Popery lifts up it ſelf in the Warld, Proteſt arits help on- the Defign 
* by deſtroying. each other. Sin is gone up with a great Cry to Heaven, black Clouds 
* of Wrath hang over our beads for it zthe decays of boly Loue thregten 4, remove 
© of our Candleſticks Lukewarmneſ in Keligion ſhews, that we arg fit tg: 


©ſpewed out'of .God's Mouth :. Every one th | 
: Tendency of ſuch things as theſe —. Epiſtle to the Reader b 


©ra Dei.. 


. Our Peace iy protradied by t 


head may ſee.uhe 
efoxe his Armatus - 


be Preſervation of One Life, upon which it bangs, 


which is more worth than ten thouſand of us (2 Sam,.18. 3+), often wpon- 


 derfully preſerved from, open and latent dangers, But in how many Citi 
porations and Counties is a Civil War begun ! What Contrivanees are jt 


ge» 


divide ws, and provocations to ftrikg 2 '0 who” can number- or expreſs the arviſion 
of. Hearts amoongit us ! what Contentions in Pariſhes ! what Inquiſitions after 
Diſſenters ! They are once. again become the Publick, Grievance, and. great Darges 


rows Party.to be ſuppreſſed. TheTide 
4 Herned upon them now-: as ſome have obſerve 


inſt Popery a few years ago, 
it ſeveral times before to- have © 
done, - 


£4 
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 Hitthen; © Hertte Tmpiety taket great Boldneſs and Confidence, a 


' 45 this, and in ſuch a Matter, wherein ſo much of the Glory of our Lord 


| The Fpiftle to the Reader. | 
dom. Tea, #hty" ave tot offfy driven nt" of their Meetings, but can0t "in 
ſome: Places, worſhip Gott" in their own private Families without Spier, 
yea, re,” withour Moleſtztion 3 Sufpetted evil Defrgns "ean 101 be | more - 
#arvowly” watched; "thai they art," who Fer and lg 4 the God oP 
| | 4 Piety is ſhut 

ap, nd mit neither be beard nor ſeen, I am evedibly informed, it is this fit 
a Trme '( but how long ? ) in ſome Places, fince withed Men # they may take 
that Conrſe,rebich ſcarce any but they will undertake. And this Way of Impiety tv 
drſcomnteridhee, terrify, 'and confine or baniſh true real Piery, is that which I 
ſhea, againſt, and Hirett my _— WR 3 | 

* I make not my” ſelf wiſtr than my' Rulers, nor do oppoſe my ſelf againſt 
II'npfu] Power, . lawfally uſed bythe mezmft Officer ; but being in ſome mea- 
forre affeFted with the great Piety of many of my Brethren, and their great . 
Sxfferings ' in many kinds, and the Proceedings of moſt Men againſt 
them, Nonconformity is but the- Pretence 7 © but it ''s the' Gain of - ſome- 
thing which ſhall "never profit them," tor "be "bleſſed unto them, that is 
aimel at. "Who tan fay, he was ever the better or the richer for the ma- 
ny great 'Lofſes of the Sufferersr * It 'were happy for the Informers, 5f no 
worſe fhould' befall them in thit Parla, 'C not to fpeak, of the World to come ) 
than happened to two of them, who wet to complain, or demand (or bub) 
their Moytty of a Jufticeof Peace, who commanded th:m both to be ſet in the 
Stocks.  Sotee Inſtances of the tempiral Stitt of theſe kind of Men are given' 
in the few following: Narratives, OG 51:1 2.0 
Obſerve the Methods and Manner of the Execntion,” and thi vaſt Diſſimilitude 
berween their obſerving the Sabbath-Day, and the baunted Diſſenters. IT ds 
heartily wiſh alt Thing were fone decently and in order in the Phulick, Aſſem- 
blies, and that thivhey might be the Way of all'Go#'s People with'one confent': 
Bwt if "thv &tyimotbe, without Controoerſy, 10 worſhip God in Cheift by one 
Spirit; to preach one Faith, 'to join 'in Praiſes, to \ctlebratt Sacrantmnts, are 
more-Iihe the $ andlification of the” Nams and Sabbath of rhe Lord our GoT, 
than ritting and rannung up and down with vain Words, Baaſtings, Threatnings 
ani Onths, in a Morning, to find ont a Preacher, and the Afternoon in Exceſs 
ary HET CTTD Or OED" BN RN 

I remember that Muſculus ſaid, The Papifts were ' unfit” Men to corret the 

Anabaptiftsz 'CorreQtionis non eff opus, niſt verorum Chriftianorum. 
Ar be ſaith, Papifts may burn them, but cannot correq them, except Burning * 
be Correftion : 80 thefe Men may inform, diftrain, buy and ſell the diftrained- 
Goods, and hale Nonconformiſts to Priſon, but is this to convince and reduce 
them? And tho others may have better Aims and Intentions than theſe In- 
feriors have, yt is there not a more excellent Way ? eſpecially in ſucha Time 


Feſus 


——— re. TT Inn 
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Jeſus is concerned. Let us fear, that to proſectte ſuch Men ang Differences 
© & intolerable, do not bring wpon us that whjch i really ſa 


. T bave uſed ſome Means to inform my. ſelf, and cannot. find that there is 


, 


ene Sign of . God's Approbation of ſuch s Courſe as this is, I have- given 


8 ſmall Hendfull of Inſtauces in tbe following. Colleftion, from which much 


- may be obſerved, and it is but a very. little, not ſo much as a Gleaning 


would be, if all were written which might be. I have ſeen it under the Hand 
of a Reverend Divine, that it was the Conjefture of ſeveral Minifters, that 
if the Hiftery of the Sufferings of the Nonconformiifts were written, but. in 
the Weſt of England, it would maky a great Folio. . O bow nuech more 
neceſſary a Duty lies upon Men, of turning to the. Lord from all their wicked 
Ways, of working out their own Salvation, and: furthering the Salvation of 
one another, of following after Love, Righteouſneſt, .and Peace, and Prepa- 
zation for the black, Day of Death, and the great Day of Judgment! and to 


be more ſtrift againſt open Sins, than controverted_ aud tolerable Diſtinfiions !. 
But if they who are born after- the Fleſh, will ſhew their Natures, and 


grow wanton in Peace and Plenty, 'and find none to inſult upon in their wan- 
ton Raptures, but thoſe that deſire to know and worſhip God. in Fear; Le. 


. all thoſe who are born from above, and are Partakers of the Divine Na- 
z#re, as the Elet of God, holy and beloved, put on Bowels of Mer-. 
_ cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meckneſs, Long-ſuff:ring, for- 
bearing, one another : And if any Man have a Quarrcl againſt any, * 
evenas Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo-do ye: And above all theſe things, . 


pat on Charity, which is the Bond of PerfeQneſs. 


. And if other Places will nat afford Reft and Quictneſs for peaceable and: 
boneft good Men, that differ in a few Things let not London forget their. 


Labours, who. ventured their Lives ( with other good Men )) to. ſave, and to- 
make Interceſſions for them, in the dreadful Plague , nor them who lay in the 


Duft, pouring out Prayers for them, when Raanes lay inflead of ſtately Piles, 


who bave been eminently ſerviceable to reclaim. diſſolute Tonth, and. promate 


Pity and Goodneſi, And why may not good Men, of different Notions and. 


Perſnafions in Modes and Forms, live together in. Reace and Love, converſe 


with mutual Confidence aud Dearneſs, as well as trade, and maintain Commerce 


with Perſons and Nations of a contrary Religian * | a 
But I muſk conclude, The Lord proffer 'mhat 1 have in much Since-. 
rity endeavoured for tbe Glory of God, and bis Truth, tbe Honour of the. 


King, and the Peace and Tranguillity of the Kingdom, . Amen, 
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Souls muſt needs defire, and endeavour to attain, as | 
they endeavour the attainment of Happineſs, . which 3 
confilteth in it, OuwDiviſions are extreme painful and 
uncomfortable 3 a great Diſhonour and Impediment to 
Religion, and Communion of Saints. Every Motion 
and Propoſal for it deſerves Attention and Thanks, tho 
it cannot be embraced or afſented to. And whatſoever tends to make, 
continue, and widen our Diviſions, ſhould conſcienciouſly be avoided. 
Rigorous cxaRing of abateable Articles and Terms, Prejudices, Sufpici-. 
ons, ſiraining of Conſequences, aggravating Offences, odious Repreſen« + 
tations of Perſons, Strangeneſs; refuſing to do Othces of Kindneſs, 
Juttice, and Mercy difirgenuous Cenſures, provoking Speeches, and Bit- 
terneſs, are Wedges of Divifion : befides other wounding and cutting 
warlike Infir::ments. and Proceedings of Eccleſiaſtical Hoſtility. As it 
was trom Har:ineſs of ' Heart, that th: Jews put away their Wives for every 
cauſe 3 ſo it procee3s not from Tenderneſs of Heart, that ou: Brethren are 
put away, as incurable Schiſmaticks, for every Diſſent and Diſagreement, 
Peace, Love, and Forbearance have a greater Place afligned them in Re- 
ligion, than the Things in Controverſy, which cauſe our Diviſion. And 
whether it be meeteli tor the greater Things to ſuffer by the lefſer, or the 
leſſer to give place tothe greater, let common Reaſon judg, and common 
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A The Confoyniſfs Fourth | Pla 


Experience come in as Evidence 3 eſpeciallyin a time when we ſee Religion 

din x and Hearc,” ard it can never; recover Health, Screngeh, 
25 theſe Wounds lie open... Unite we mut};; o 

rinue it Bit” broker.Candition, and*grow 'warlt a4: 

by the application, of Force and Warrants. The evil Conſequences of this 

Courſe are many and great, 1. The Law of Love and Dearnefs is vio- 

lated. 2. The Diſſenters, in their Judgment, will never want a ſufficient 


Cauſe, to juſtify both their Diſſent, and cheir Sufferings 3 and the better _ 


the Gan ſc of their Sufferings appears to, be, rhe mare co blame will they 
tec t, by whom. 9, ſuffer, . 3: The ambitious and fatious 
rerro -erve and advance his private Defigns by fi Jiog with cicher 

of the diſcontented Parties 3 and the Vicesof the Politician ſhall be laid on 
the Head of Sacred Religion. #4» Others will ſacritice the Peaceable and 


Innocent, with their Freedom and Eſtates, to their own Avarice, and de- © 


vouring Luf 2 vr _ of executing Laws, and (crvipg the Pub- 
lick ba fgets o @n fn, #he'many 
Impiec 3% Flokts FL of Chaiſt at 


this great Breach ? The greatelt and Sum of all is, a Breach in the Com- 
munion of Saints, in the Offices of Love. The miſchievous Effes of 
Diviſions, are fo many Argumenits for Union. 

. - And that which doth prejudice Cober Minds againſt the preſent Courſe 
of Informers, and armed Men, is, That it tends to the extinQion of 
Love, and'toenlarge the Diviſion. And for Union ſake, I defire the. 
following Conliderations may have the forceof Arguments. - 


But before 1come to propoſe them, I deſire it may be noted, 


2.:Tri is, and muſt be acknowledged, that the King is Supreme Giljeincs 
overall Perſons and Cauſes Ecclebattical 4 and it belongs to his Office, to 
Pr and promote the true Chriſtian Religion, and preſerve it from what 

is covtrary and deftrucive to it, 

2. As the Offices and Duties of the Supreme Power, ſeated in the Kings 
of England, and Biſhops and Paſtors, have been always diltinguiſhed by 
our moſt approved Writers 3 as may be fſcen in Biſhop Bilſon, of Swbjedion 1 
Bridges, of the y 3 Andrews, Tortura Torti, &c. Dr. Nowel againſt 
Dorman, (which Dr. Reynolds brought to Hart," in the beginning of their 
Conference, who ſaid, That if we gave to Princes no morc than Dr. Nowel 
did, hedid agree with it )z and King Fapres himf-1f, 

3. When the Magiſtrate exerciſeth his Power by executing of Laws, it 
is the Duty of the Paſtors of the Church to uſe the Key of DoQtrinez that 
ſpiritual Means may be applicd to the Souls of Men, according to the pre- 
ſcription of eur Saviour. 4- Diſtin- 
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iingnt between, Laws in their Intention, : and' the Application 


.... 44 Diſtinguil | 
of them, which hath often falleg into: ſuch hands, asiturn them away 


from their Iatention, and do not obſctrve them as- a Rule to themſelves, 


in their Proceedings. 


5. No;Apvlogy is made, or to bz. made for any | ſeditious PraRice or 
Dodtrines, for violation of Pace, SuhjcRion; and Rightcoulnels, &c; 
De wobis quiidems dixifſt Apiſtolnws, egimie. quad nan fine cauſs yladium 


| Sm & miniſtri Dei ſitio, vindiees in eos quitnale agunt : fed glia officanſa 


rovincie, alia et cauſa Ecelefie 3 illins terribiliter gereada eft, adminiftratio- 
bujus clementer : Commendanda eft manſuetudo.' St. Aug. Epiſt. 150 ad 
Apringium.. | 15/1335; ; | 
We may diſtinguiſh between peccats fairitualia & ſecnlaria, betw:cn 
ſdiriteal Sins, and ſecular... His | duplicibu: prccetis © peeniendss, &re.) In 
puniſhing theſe two Sins, God hath ordained a twofold Sword: or Punith- 
ment: a ſpiritual Sword for ſpiritual Sins, which. is the Word of God 3 
and for ſccular and outward Sins, 4 ſecular Sword, namely Ceſar's. Joar. 
Brentixs, de Jure Magiſtratiis in Anabaptifiks. _ 5% 
Again, we may diftinguiſh between both kinds af Sins, and Evangdlical 
Duties. ,. The Difſenters axe not proſecuted for Tafidelicy; :Herefy; ee. or 


for ſeditious D: tives, or for ſecular Crimes and Offences but for meeting 


in ſuch Numbers far Religious Exercifts and Ordinances 3-and for this, only 
becauſe in a manner different from the Church of Englexd, that is, without 
the Liturgy, as hath been (aid, and ſ{hawuld be kepe in mind. And che 
Proſccution;begins by Iaformers, (:uiially falle and wicked: Preſons, that 
make a Trade of it ) and ends jn Fines, Fmpriſonments, and corporal 
Sufferings. The manner of doing their Work or Othce, is with prophane- 
neſs, Impiety, wich what Wrath and Terror they can poſlibly caſt a peace- 
able unarmed People into. The Informers ruſh .in with Bellowing and 


Roaring, with Oaths and Impiouſneſs: Sometimes the Souldier comes in 


with his Piſtol cock'd, and threatens he'll. patio] any One that Rirs, he'll 
crack the Preacher's Crown, or piſtol him. 1th ogH 


Theſe Things inſerted, to ſeveral Uſes, and for ſeveral Reaſons which 
might be given, 1 do preſent you with the Conſiderations, 


I. Can an Evangelical Union of Chriſtians and Churchesbe ever hoped 
for by Anti-Evangelical Means and Inflruments? Aggravate their Reli- 
gious Exerciſes in a manner different from the Liturgy, as proceeding 
from Minds tainted with no leſs thag Hereſy, and to be a dirc& and for- 
mal Schiſm, and tending to carrupt and not to edify the Souls of Men: 
What Mecansand Inltraments more ug and cffectual to attain a bleſſed 

: = Unity, 


war "wy 
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Unity, -apd to-preſervea Chriſtian Church, * than what-are' appointed by our 


-Lord and Saviour; Certainly he tookcare to'preſerve the Purity of Faith, 
Dod&rine, Worſhip, and Unity of the Faithful 3- or elſe he did but accor- 


ding to what he blames, in a Man that begins to build what he' cannot 


finiſh, ſets upa Kingdom in Satan's Kingdom, a Church in the Dominions 
of the World, -which would run into Confuſion and Ruine from within it 
Felf,. excepthe took a courſe to. preferve'it, To'call and convert, and 
Not to keep, but to loſe, chad not' been to-aR anſwerably to the gtorious 
Name of a Saviour. Since his Manifcfiation in the exercife of his Medi- 
atory Office, hefultilled all Offices in his own Perſon, as Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King : After his Aſcenſion, he taught and directed hi: Church by his 
Spirit, in-his Apoliles and Minifters 3'and fince their Deceaſe, by his Holy 
S$pirit;>and revealed Willand-Laws->The:Chriftian Church had all Power 
- within it ſelf;before che-C onverfion of Emperots,and Civil Potentates 3 and 
; fince they became Nutling-Fathers and Nurfing-Mothers, the Church hath 
Joſt nothing of her ſpiritual Power by it 3 for the Magiſirate's Power is not 
privative, but accumulative. - If Penalties, Muldts, Fines, Impriſonments, 


arid foxcible Cocrtion,' had been fo: neceſſary, it' had been "neceffary to. 


convert:and!ſerup Chrifitari Emperors; and Kings, armed'with 'a 'Civil 
Power; as faonas he had. given-Succefs tohis'Minitters, incafling a'Church 
out of the World ; Yet this is not to be wreſied to this very ConfirucQion, 
as if the Church-could doas well without a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, as with 
-him. It only pretends to ſhew us, that our Lord Jeſus hath Jeft us Means 
-and Dix<&ions, ſufficient for the-prefervation of his'Church'in Purity and 
'Unity 5 and that thoſe Preftriptions are mo likely to produce his Ends. 
Three things are pernicious to the Chrifiian Church : '(1.) Corruption 
of Doctrine and Herely. (2.) Diſunion and Schiſms. (3-) Scandal in 
our Lives and Manners. Our Saviour hath taken care to keep his Church 
from, or to reform and purge it of all manner of pernicious As and 
Works of Satan and the Flelh : And ithay upon him fo todo, more than 
upon the moſt Chriſtian Magiſtrate or Paftor, becauſe he redeem'd his 
Flock with his own Blcod, and took upon him to be the Head of it, and 
all the Honour he receives from the World, is txom his Church in it; and 
therefore it concerns him ſo to govern his Church, that he may be honoured 
in it and by it. To this end the Lord promiſed to ſend his Spirit, who is 
the Spirit of Revekation and Truth, who leads Chriſt's Difciples into all 
neceſſary and faving Truth, and the Spirit of Union with Chriſt our Head, 
and with one another, as Fellow-Memb:rs. ' We arc inliruced in the fame 
Doctrine, governed by the ſame'Laws of Worfhip and Converſation, and 
entitled to the ſame Promiſes, and Hope of Eternal Life 3: we are em- 
ployed in the ſame Service, x the fame Intercfi, *and ate made 
2 OMP all 
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: all of 'one-Heart, in the main, in the ſame Aim and Scope. The Fruits 
of the Spirit are Love, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſt, and Meek- 


neſs, Gal.5.22,23. The Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs, and Peace,and Foy 


. #n the Holy-Ghoft. Rom. 14. 17. The Wiſdom of all who are of this Kiug- 


dom, is Wiſdom from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be en. 


\'preated; full of Mercy, -and good Fruits. Jam. 3. 17. Toca'l for Fire from 


Heaven,' was from another Spirit, Chriſtianorum ſpiritus clemens eft, com- 
burit tantiom igne charitatis, Urbanus Regius, ſoc. Thealog, Cap. de Hereti- 
cis. He hath ſhewed a more excellent way to Paltors and Peopl:, and 
their Civil Governors. | Beſides the perſonal Qualifications of a Biſhop, 


. which accompliſh him for his Work, the Scripture is full of DireQions 


for his Behaviour in che Houfe of God, at all Times, and when thoſe 
Evils do compaſs and invade it, whic1 do endanger it: The Servant of 
the Lord muft not ſtrive, bus be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, inftrudting 
them that oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tim. 2. 24. When perilous Tims come, 
be muſt continue in the Things which he hath learned, and been aſſured of. chap. 
3. V. 14. When M<zn arife- to (ybvert the Hearers, and whoſe Words 


will eat as with a Canker or Gangreens then, C barge them before the Lord, 
that they flrive not about Words to no Profit, Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved 


of God, a Workman, Fly youthful Lufts ; follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, Cha- 
rity, Peace with them that call on be. Name of the Lord out of a pure Heart. 


' 2 Tim. 2. 14, 15; 22,23, 24. When the Time comes, that People will 


not endure ſound Dodrine, &c. but turn away from the Truth 3 then, 
Preach the IPord, be inflant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon , reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all Long- ſuffering and Dofrine. 2 Tim. 4.2, 3» What ſhall they do, 
if grievous Wolves enter in among the Flock? and Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe 
Things, to draw away Diſciples after them; then, Take heed to your ſelves, 
and to th: Flack,, &c.AQs 20.29,30. What, when unruly and vain Pcrſons 
and Deceivers, who ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching Things which they ought 
not, for filthy Lucre ſake ? In this Caſe he is direced, beſides the Graces 


.of his Converſation, he muſt hold faſt the faithful Word, that he may be 


able, by ſound Dottrine, both to exbort and confate the Gainſayers : Rebukg 
them ſharply. Tit. 1. 9,13. What mutt be done, if Ordinances be pro- 
phancd or corrupted ? They mult be reſtored to their firft Injtitution. and 
Purity. 3 Coy. 11. 20, 21, Oc. If Gifts be exerciſed unpiofitably ? Let 
all Things. be done to edifying.- 1 Cor. 14. 26, If Ordinances and Admini- 
frations be diſorderly, and by unfit Perſons ? Forit 4 a.ſhime for Women 
to. ſpeak.in the Church, v. 35. Let all Things be d.ne decently, and in Order, 
v.40. What if Cnriſtiaus run into Schilms * Reprove and reduce them, 
as the Apoſtle doth, x Cor. chap. x, & 3. And if Brethren fall into ſcanda- 


lous.Sins, which leaven the Lump, the Apolile's Order to the. Corinthians 
| was, 


dhe. 
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'was, to put them away, not to accompany. with them, ns,” wor to:ear.* And 
the Covetow, Idolater, Reviler, Drunkard, Extortioner, arc ranked with the 
Fornicator, 1 Cor. 5. 11. Excommunication, is the greatctt and laſt Cen- 


' Ture ard Judgment of the Church 3 -and when it is paſt, the excommuni- 


cate Perſon muft be took'd after. 2 Cor. 2. 6,9, $. 
Manfuztioribus (C Epiſcopis ) inter quos fit dim” Augeltinus, nou placait 
imploratio profane poteſtats ad negotium Fcciefiafticrom, exiftimantibus non de- 


cere Epiſcopis aliis armis uti quam verbo Dei & precibus, & fi malum foret - 


inſanabile, Anatbemate, h. e. ſeparatione 2 Communione : Hoe tum erat ex- 
tremum Ecclefie ſupplicium. Et ficut apud Furiſconſultos, civilis mors dicitur 
exilium ; ita apud Apoſtolos, & borum Smeceſſores, pana capitis erat ab Ecclefie 
conſortio ſubmoviſſe, 8&c. Eraſmus in Reſponſe. de Inquiſtione. | 

There are weak Perſons in the Church, and the Apoſtle gives us his 

own Example for our Behaviour, 1 Cor. 9.22. To the Weak 1 became & 
weak,, that I might gain the Weak, ina word, the Weapons of our War- 
fare are affimitated or fitted to che Warfare 3 they are 4piritual. 2 Cor, 
10.45. The holy Apoſtk ſaw,or forcſaw,the worſt of Men and Times, 
and hath by the Spirit of God direQed what's fit and beft to be dove by 
the Paſtors of the Churches. And the Flock are not wholly lefe to: the” 
Guidance of their Paltors, but they are taught how to xt and carry them- 
ſelves. They mufi know all Things, 1 Thefl. 5. 21. Try the Spirits, 1 Joh. 
4: 1. Contend for the Faith; |nde 3. Stand faft, 1 Cor, 6. 13. Beware of 
fatfe Prophets, Mat.7.15. Mark and avoid them that cauſe Diviſions and Of 
fences, contrary to the Dofirine. Rom. 16.17, Phil. 3.2. &c. And againſt 
Corruptions of Manners, they are adviſed, Col. 3.9. 1 Cor. 5. to v. 8. 
1 Cor. 11.20, &c. Epheſ. 5. 4. 

Laſtly; Touching the Magiſtrate's Power, there is one Law for him : 
What the Hcathen Magiftrates were not, but ſhould be, that the Chriſtian 
Magiſirate muſt be, Roms. 13. 3. 4. the Miniſter of God for Good, a Terror, 
not to the Good, but to the Evil. . 

Eftote contenti gladio quem vobis tradidit Deus ; punite latrones, 'punite prodi- 
tores, falſor teftes, & ejus generis ceteros. Du0d ad Rehigionem attinet, de- 
fendite pios adverſis aliorum injurias, Georg, Klembergius. | | 

' Upon the whole, we fee what care the Lord hath taken of his Church, 
and what Means are to be nſed for the Preſervation of Purity m Dodtrine 
and Life,and of Unity among Chriſtians. And tis not to be doubted but ifall 
kn their places,did walk according to the Commands of our Saviour, our 
Divitions would be near to aCure,or more tolerable than now they are 3 and 
what Spirit or Power fo Jikely to heal and prevent our feared Deſtruction, 
as a Catholick Chriftian Spirit, which is holy, gracious, fervenr, charitable, 
laborious, patient, reconciling, and wife. Aﬀrer that St. Awgu/tine _— 
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ged his Judgment, from ſparing, to be for fining and coercing the Donatifts 


yet Cireume/lions, he did not leave the Work in the Hands of the Pre. 


ſidents and their Otnccrs, Þut did uſe all ſpiritual Mczns to reRify and 


- recover them : $i enim terrerentur & 10n docerentur, improba quaſi Dominatio 


videretyr. Ang. Vincentio, Ep. 48. and he was ſo far from exaſperatin 
and exciting the Magiftrates, that he often wrote by way of Interceſſhon, 
A greedy: wicked Informer, . and his Diſciples, ſhould never diſcharye us 


| from all Evangelical Ways of healing our Breaches. And tho they are 


Inſtruments to call for Exccution of a Temporal Law, we muſt not think 
our felves excuſed, tillwe have done all that is ins to procure Unity and 
Peace. And let it be-but thought upon 3 | 

1, If Diſcipline were executed, Whether thoſe impious Agents are not 
the meetefſt Objes of it ? | 

2. Make the Caſe of the Difſenting Proteſtants as bad as can be, ſup- 
poſe them Hereticks and Schiſmaticks 3 yet let us ſearch the Scripture, 
and ſee if Adulterers and Fornicators, and other wicked Doers, are not 
under a worſe Note than they. We are to avoid Hereticks,and the Concifi- 
on,that make Divifions, contrary to the Doctrine of our Saviour and his'A<. 

Ales, of neceflary and ceremonial, and indifferent things. We are to la- 


: bour to ſet Dividers in joint 3 but where we do - find the weak, and 
: doubting Brother, yea more, they who cried, 1 am of Paul, and Tof Cephas, 
; tobe asa Heathen or Publican, or to be put away, or with ſuch an one, 
* Nonot to cat? The Offences of weak Chriftians, or fuch as are taken at 
| different Forms, or indifferent Things, are none of thoſe Offences that 


| bring Wo to the World. 


3. Not ſome Godlinefs in one Form, but all Godlineſs, in all Forms 


' within general Rules and Honeſty, deſerve Proteion and Praiſe. 


-4+: They impute greateſt Fault to the Laws, that give them this Con» - 
ſhuRion, That the Diſfenters ſuffer for violating a Temporal Law, which 
makes any Exercife of Religion to ſuch a number above four to be ſeditt-- 
ow : Which is as much as to ſay, the Law makes that to be a Sin, a Sinof 
Sedition, which is no Sin, but in it ſelf good and religious, and of great 


2 uſe and beneft. 


5. Certainly it is a Jeſs Error, to err in a Form of Worſhip, than in the 


1 cbMfihence of true Faith and Worſhip. But ſuppoſe our Brethren were 


: Apoſiates from the Faith, it were greater Mercy to force them to the 


Faith than to a Form of Worſhip : but Compullion with Peoalties is no- 
where prc(crib-d in the Laws of Chriſt, not eved to the Faith, without 
which there's no Salvation. Chrifts nove Legis auttori omnino hoc placiſſe, 
xt ad Legem ſuam recipiendam nemo bujus vite penis ant earum met pertrabere= 
tur. Grotius de juve Belli & Pacis, b 2. c.xx, $, 48: which he — 


2 The Confoyniff's fouzth Plea 


by ſeveral Teſtimonies of the Ancients, -and' he interpreteth that ia the 


Goſpel, Compel them to come in, to fignify inſtantzam Vocatoris, the importu- * ; 


nity of the Caller, 


P 


II. It is unnatural, contrary to natural Light and Law, to puniſh 


Men for Religion, and not. for Evil-doing. Chriſtians that believe and 
profeſs the whole Chriſtian Faith, that worſhip God according to the 
general Rules of the Goſpel, and follow Righteouſneſs and Peace, are put 
out of their places, when thruli into the rank of Evil-doers. When the 
Apoſile faith to the Chritiian under a Heathen Magiſtrate, Do that which 
is good, and thou fhalt kave Praiſe of the ſame, Rom,13.3- he ſpeaks of well- 
doing in the Judgment of Nature,and according to its Light,that well-do- 
ing is to b: rewarded with Praiſc,and only evil-doing to be avenged 3 and 
that ſuch cvil-doing as was contrary to the Law of Nature. He is the Mini- 
fler of God, a Revenger to ex:cute Wrath upon bim that doth Evil; that 
doth Evil in the fight of God, forbidding thz Evil in ſome of his Laws. 
Do our Brethren worſhip a falſe God, or the true by linages? Do they 
{et up another Goſpel? then let them-be accuiſed. Do they. diſſ:minate 
Seditions, or a& againſt. Pcace and Righteouſneſs between Man and Man ? 
let them ſuffer as ©ther Men do.. And if the Priſons cannot hold them, 
build more for them. But they are not accuſed of ſuch Offences 3 they are 


driven from their Wcrſhip in their Meetings, to bring them to:other A(-: + 


ſemblies; from one Form to another 3 but yet the Crime is for Religious 
Exerciſe, and the wort that can be feared, is ſome Changes in Religion, 
or State, . I cannot tell how far Grotius will be allowed to ſpeak, becauſe 
he was a great Party in a Faction himſelf, neither do I uſe his Name 


- but for kis Reaſon: © Thcy who puniſh Teicners and Profeſſors of the 


©Chiiſtian Religion, Had dubie faciunt contra ipſam Rationem—. Neither 
© are their Prcteiices to be admi t:d, who ſy new Changes are to be feared, 
© eſpecially Aﬀerrblies -—- « But new Opinions are not to be feared, which 
© I:ad Only-+6 all things that are honeli, and Obedi-nce to Superiours, Nec 
* ſuſpecii debent cats probrorum Hominum, neither ought tne Aﬀemblies of 

* hone (i Men be f ared; Er qui Latere non querunt ni- 


De Fur. Bell. lib. 2. * fi cogantur and that donot deſire to be private - 


Co XX. $. 49. © or ſecr t, unleſs t:ey be forced or. conſtrained. 

*Andin the 50g. of th: ſame Chapter, he faich, 
© th:y co very wickedly wt o puniſh them, who believe the Law of Chriſt 
© to be true, But doubt or err in ſome Points, que extra Legem ſunt, that 
© are not written in the Law (of Chrift ) or that are ambiguous, or not 
© expounded by the Ancicnts in the ſame Senſe. The Fews who had the 


* Law tor them,did never impoſe Punilhments upon the Sadduces, who en'd © 
: in 
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Zageth all that receive it to do y_ to all. It pronounceth a Bleſſing 


for the Nonconfonnitts. == " 


in the great Point of the ReſurreRion. To prove that to puniſh Religion 
is preternatural, let it be conſidered, | 
1. As Nature diQates, and conſents that God is to be worſhippeJ4 3 and 


- Religion is honoured, where God is honourcd and owned: fo Nature tells 


us, that Men muſi worſhip God acco:ding to the light and freedom of 
their Minds and Wills Upon this Principle 4- | 

thanagoras pleaded the Chriſtian Cauſe with the Legat. pro (briſti- 
Emperors, that they permitted ſcveral Natiovs anis prope initium, 

and People to worſhip their ſeveral Gods,. leſt Tertul. Apol. c. 24. 
Impiety ſhould. abound by ſupprefiing the Deity, 

and for this Reaſon, becauſe it was n«ceflary, that every Man ſhould wor- 
ſhip that God which he had choſev. It was from the loſs of Light and 
Truth, that more Gods than one were worſhipped 3 but it was from right 
Reaſon, that every Man ſhould worſhip according to his own Mind and 
Choice, The Mercy of God is great in making himſelf known to us by 
Revelation, that he might reify our Minds, and propound himſelf to us, 


-as infinitely worthy our Choice and Service. Chriſtian Religion contra- 


dias no Dictate of Nature 3 it is the moſt that is asked, that our Brethren 
may be allowed to worſhip the true God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chrift with 
the freedom of their Conſciences, differing from P21 £90 . 
us only in a few external Modes. Tertwllian goes - Ad Scapulm, c.2. 
upon the ſame Principle, tamen humani juris & na- 


_ taralis Poteftatis eft unicuiq, quod putatur colere,neqz alii obeft,, aut prodeſt alteri- 


# Religio——-. There can be no fincere, nor conſequently no acceptable 
Service withouta choice and freedom of Mind 


| and indeed we ſhculd'be ſiudious to inquire into Nemo ab -iimito colz 


the form and manner of Worſhip, next unto the vellet, Idem Apol. c.'2 4. 
.Knowledg of him who'is to be ſerved, that he | 
may be pleaſed with his Worſhip. The Soul of the Worlkhipper finds no 
Profit. by, nor: takes Pleaſure nor Comfort in what he ſcruples, nor doth 
God take Pleaſure in that Service which is not done in Faith and Siocerity, 
Inutilis enim Deo eft, qui Devotione, ac Fide- caret, nihil enim eſt tam volunta« 
rium, quam Religio in qua fi animus ſacrificantis averſis eft, jam ſublata, jam 
aulls eft, Lactandt. de Juftitia. . 5. co 19. | 

 .2, It is contrary;to good Nature to render Evil. for Good, and not 


.Good for Good. Publicans and: Sinners will love and . do good to thoſe 


that do good to them: Religion teaches all its Profeſſors to do Good to 
all, and is attended with the greateſt Bleflings to Mankind. The deſign 
of the Chriſtian Religion is to make Men blcflcd 3. and where it.worksand 
obtains, * turns the' Heart to God, and. all. manner of Good, and en- 


only 


% 
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only upon the holy and righteous 3 the Preachers of it teach mo other 
wa: to Bleſſcdneſs but by Furi:y of H-art, Mercy, Righteouſneſs, Peace- 
waking +it ſets before us for our imitation our H-avenly Father, and wur 
Holy Saviour, and holy Men it enjo-ns us to-mind whatever things are 
juſt, true, pure, honeſt, lovely, and of good Report. 
Pre.che:s of the Goſpel that endeavour to reſtore ſpiritual Light and 
Life, and to convert loi: Souls trom the Error of their Ways, deſerve 
better Preferments, than-Fortei.ures and Pevaltics, and greater Immunities 
than from Priſons and Continements. And iChrittians ſhould know, thar 
a Willingneſs to fave them, and Fervency in-praying for. them, and living 
1o as to promote the Weltare of a Nation, is doing the greateſt Good to 
'them, and deſerves a ſuitabl= return. . | 
3. Such is the; goodne(5:of. Religion, that as: ſoon as-Men became ac- 
-Quainted with it, they ceaſed top-rſecute-it,and did embraceiit, He that 
hath the -viſive faculty, doth reacive the Light 3 ;he that bath a fpark of 
right Reaſon, and Inclination to gaod, finds: his Sol 'kindled with a de- 
fire to it, and xcſolution to. have and retain it. The Ignorance: of the 
Chriſtian Religion amang the Romans, ' was:the; cauſe of their:Perſecution 
of itand-they didilltocondemniwhat theychnew! nat. But allythotbafore 
time hated it, becauſe they knew not what kind ofithing.itwas which 
they.had hated, ſimi! ut deſinunt ignorare, eeſſent '& odifſe, as\ſoon as they 
ceaſe to be ignorant of it, they ceaſg tochate it.  Teriwll..Hpot.ci tr. They 
-who.aremoſt, and befi.acquainted with Religion, -its:Power.and |Natare, 
the Imperfetion of Lipht,Power and Tenderneſs: of Confeience «that $ead 
the Works, and arcacquainted with the Perſons of our Brethienyare mot 
wompaſſiorate and moderate, altho there avxoi others. which willlnot know, 
.becauſe they have hated.them. F799 1ange Bot mt 2 
4. It is contrary to Reaſon and good Nature, ;to afflict and puniſtthe 
Religious, becauſe they+who were the worſt of 'Men, .. inawhom!Corrupti- 
:o0n-of Nature bore greateſt Rule, and in whani Honcfiy:and:ÞoodnefG.of 
:Nature ard 'Confcience was dethi oyed;haverbetnits greateſt Encmics,even 
From Herod-and Nero, to Severws, Charles the ixth, and Philip of Spain; 


and from the High-Priclis to Gardiner and Bonner ; Or,if thoſe 'Princes-were © 


yertuous and merciful in their own Natures, thoſe that did provoke, and 
abuſe their Power, were more degenerate:Monſters 'thant Men; : Men of 
good Nature, will be pitiful even to them: that err, or. do iBthrough Error 
df Tknew that a' Man did but pray for me, I would: believe he loved me; 
and if F believed he loved me, 1 would not afflit that Man, but love him, 
and do him goods - much leſs would I:contend and moleft him 
for thewant of a'Formality. The Scourges of the Ancient Chriftians, are 
Painted out by Lafiantivs-as more inhumane than. the :moſt axuct Thieves, 
A molt 
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fd2 the Nonconfoumiſts. =, 
woſ} angry: Enemies; moſt herce Barbarians, |. 5, de Taſtitis, 0. C& 19, and th: 
contaminated and wretched: Spirits, who know and hate the Truth; do in- | 
finuate themſelves into the Minds, and fiir: up! ignorant Men to Fury, 
c, 21, 

5. On the contrary; the more humane.any Men have been;the more ea- 
fily inclined to Juſtice and Clemency to Chrittizns,tho of a diffe:ent,and an' 
unallowed Religion. Where: natural Light and: Conſcience is in any 
conſiderable Authority, there it :goes be't-with the peaceable and inoffen- 
ſive of a different way 5 it being contrary to the judgment and (ſenſe of 
humane Nature to.deal: ill with them, that do no ill. Famous is the Ex 
ample of Pliny and Trajan to this purpoſe: | Pliay ins his Letter' to Traj + 
the Emperor for his Diretion how to deal with Chriſtians," gave him th 
juſt and true account of them, that he found nothing in: them; br 6b - 
nate refuſing to facritice, &e. forbiddiag Manſlaughter, Adultery; 


Fraud, Treachery, and other Wickedneſſes. To which Trajzn, from -. 


good reQified Nature, ſent Anſwer, and gave this Order : Hoc genus in- 


- gairendos non .eſſe, i. e. You mutt connive at ſuch : Ler not Informers, or 


Accuſers inquire, os ſearch for them. Upon which : 
merciful Decree or Edi&, the learned Voſſins ob- Comment. de Chri- 
ſerves, in this Trajan the Emperor had better ftianorum Perſtcutione, 
thoughts of Chriſtians, than thoſe Chriſtians have p. 82. 

who. have thonght,. that not Mahometans only, 

buc Chriſtians ſuſpected. of Herefie, ſhould be brought into the Taquiftion x 
Mitior in Chriftianos Trajanus, quam ejuſmodi Chriftiani. And truly, as He- 
rely is ſome degrees beyond Nonconformity, a Worm more pernicious to 
Chriſtiavity, than itz ſo Chrittianity was more contrary to the Emperor's 


' Religion, than Nonconformity to ours. From the ſame Juſtice and Cle- 


mency, and Law of Nature, Adrian the Emperor gave order to Granianus 
the Preſident of Aſia ( to whom it ſeemed unjult to deſtroy the Chriſtians 
for no Crime, and being unhear'd, to- fatify the Clamors of the People-) 
That they ſhould be punifhed, if they committed any thing againſt the 
Laws: which as the ſame great Man G.V. expounds,is meant, 


not if they did any thing againſt the Laws of the twelve Tbid, br 89. 


Tables, which forbid the bringing in of any-new Gods; 
but. non eſſe. animadveriendum in Chriſtianos, nifi fint- facinorofi-z the Chriſtizhs: | 
might not be puniſhed, except they were great Offenders, or guilty of 
Sedition. And for a Concluſion of this Head, take the Obſervation of 
Grotizs, that God did not puniſh all that were convi& of Fdolatry' C what 
ryare contrary-and diſhonourable to God then that ? ) nor appointed'the' 
Ganaazites to; Deſtyaction, till'they had added” other great Sins and Ini-' 
Quities. to that3+ Gem. 15. 16, vids de _ Belli; V 2+ C. XX. $47. © 
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6. It iscontrary to the ſenſe of the fober and temperate ſort of Man- 
kind, yea it's contrary to that little that is left of Conſcience, Judgment 
and Modeſty in the more corrupt, and declared Enemies of Religion and 
Vertue, to infli& Sufferings upon the Religious, for Religion ſake, or for 
Exerciſes of Piety and Religion. This may be demonſtrated by three 
Obſervations. | 

1. That it hath been the buſineſs of the moſt vile and wicked of 
Men to perſecute Religion 3 it was too cruel and baſe a Work for any 
other. 

2,. The Perſecutors of Religion have been conſirained by a Fiction of 
Calumny, to oppreſs the Religious, as impicus, avd the holy Servants of 
. Chriſt, as prophane, and ſedi:ious, dangerous Pcrfons 3 or cle they could 
not draw out their Anger and Enmity againſt them, nor exerciſc it with 
any Authority and Approbation : this is true from our Saviour's Sufferings, 
as an Enemy to Ceſar, and a Deltroyer of the Temple, throughout the days 
of the Apoliles, and all Ages to this very time. Jews, Heathens, and 
Papiſts have fcigned, and imagin<d Cauſes of the unjuſt Sufferings of the 
Saints of God, The Hiſtory of the New-Teſtament ſhews this3 the 
Writings of the Fathers in their Apologies ſhcw it, who clear the Chrifti- 
ans from the ſhamelcſs Slanders of Incett, cativg Infants, and Atheiſm, and 
the fouleſt of Sins. And the bloody Papiſts bave invented Covers for 
their Cructlties: Firſt, they brand us for Hereticks, and then they burn 
us 3 and to put a Grace upon this foul Work, who are fittett to make and 
blow the Fire, and mark out the Branches in Chriſt for it, than' the 
Friers, the Keligious Orders, who profels a Perfedion of Religion. And: 
as if the Laws of. Princes were too ſoft and gentle, theſe Clementie Magi- 
ftri, Maſters or Teachers of Clemency, ( as Eraſmus calls them ) are 
fiery to a third degree, above the hotteſt of them. I wiſh I could fop here, 


but I cannot, except wilfully heedleſs, but obſerve, how ſome in this Ape | 


do temper their Spirits ii the very Fire, whet their Tongues, and draw 
Proteſtants, holy Mcn, and peaceab!le,in a colour deeper than they do Pope 
or Cardinals. 

3. This will appear by the Relentings, Relaxation of the Sey:rities, Ex- 
cules, and throwing off the guilt of Perſecutions from themſclves upon 
others, and pretending Fears of ſome great Mutations of State, and ſome 
other ways and arts of Perſecutors: it is a Work which few or none are- 
willing toown. Domitian, a very Limb of Nero, Portio Neronis, began a 
Pe: ſecucion, but as much as was in him ofa Man, did reprefs that begin- 
ning, recalling them that were baniſhed. But of all the Princes that came 
after, evento this very day, that favored any thing of God, or Humanity, 


ſhewusanyof them that was an Oppreſflor of the Chriſtians3 but on the con- 


trary, 
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trary, we will produce a ProteRtor. If the Letters of Marcus Aurelins, the 
moſi grave Emperor, be ſearched, wherein he teſtifies, that by the Prayers 
of the Chriſtian Souldicrs, Rain was ſent to. quench the Thirſt of his Army 
going againſt the Germans: as he _ took off the Puniſhment from ſuch 
kind of Men, fo he diſperſt it openly another way, condemning their 
Accuſers in worſe Condemnation. Saith : Tertllian, Apolog, c. 5. © Wecan 


7. *( faith he to Scapula, c. 3.) ſet before thee the latter EN s. of ſome Preſie 


© dents that in the end of their Life have remembred that they finned by 
© vexing the Chriſtians. Cinc. Severus ( one of the Cruel Preſidents ) 
himſelf caught the Chriſtians how they might anſwer that they might be 


diſcharged, c. 4. Nearer our own Times, we find that;Charles the Ninth 


diſowned the treacherous, barbarous Murder of by: Admiral, andthe 
bloody Maſſacre, and throws it upon.the Duke of -Gxiſe,jn one of his :Let» 
ters3 and in others 'wrote,that. it was to prevent, ,..,.r : 
Conſpiracy of the Admiral and the Hugenots. And,. Printed after the Com- 
in the bloody Days of Queen Mary, it appears mentaries of Ch. theix, 
the Perſecution was contrary. to the ſenfe and by P. Ramus. 

temper of, the;:Nation 5: and; wko, of, the chief, ;, 1. . 
would ayojv.it? The Queen declared, he woyld -force,no; Man in thoſe 
points of Religion: Gardiner. and other Biſhops, and .Privy-Counſcellours 
openly in Court purged themſclves of it, and laid it on the, Queen 3 fo 
now it could fall no where but on the King—-. Philzp (eeing all caſt upon 
bim, and wnderſtanding it wopld make him unacceptable to the. Nation, 
he was concerned to clear himſelf of the Imputation 3, therefore Alphanſice 
a Franciſcan, his Confeſſor, in a Sermon before him preached largely againſt 


- the taking away of People's Lives for 4s 66 


and in plain terms inveighed again. tbe Biſhops Dr. Burnet of the Re- 
for doing it. And to conclude, even now, if this formation, B.2. p.305. 
were. the Vote of the Nation of Conforming Pxo- 

teſtants, . What's the reafon that {o tew, dircaly and profeſſedly engage 
in.it, that are Mcn of Wiſdom, Interclt, and Efiates ? What's the reaſon: 
that fo few of the poor and indigent irreligious do not turn Informers,. 
as long as there is Mony to be got by it, as they hope ? It is a fignot a 
seneral Difallowance and the Diſſent of common Reaſon and Conſcience. 
And if ever .a ſearch, ſhould be made into them that turn the Wheel upon 
Diffenters, few or noge would ttand to it, and ay, it is I It is no other 
than a ſpuriors Act, which none will own as a voluntary delibes. 
rate AQ; it hath a Father, but who will father it ? Nolunt enim ſiczem:. 


eſe, quis malum agnofcunt... 
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is but peaceable; honelt, ufoful Members 7 
of Cities, Towns, and Coun'reys: z and to repreſent Religlous'Mectings, + 
( fuppoſe them defective in Form )' as Cabals of Conſpirators/:- This is to * 


thenſom' to ſcrupulous; 'religh 


make a State-9ehiſm; ang eo _ che GSventinene in fear, __ op: the 
auch: aghiolf ctir Friends, *' Sv & «2.2, a1: % 0 
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'Confid; wv:: 'Ft is Schifcnarical 1 ef if not affeftu; for I dewand, Are 


| they Chriſtians 7 ? Ery their Fairh,- call them''ro give- a' Reaſon of the ; 


"Hope that is in them, ' 1f they were juſtly:exconimuni- 


Bi! Cor: 2% oh. - cate, by what djvitie Rule d6' they-luffer-in their” Bo« ; 


2. ad 12, gies, Goods, and Liberties? © Great Care at Fendernels 
ſhould 'be' ufed to recover: ahd reſidre them. Bur tw 
proceed againft Chriſtians; for want of a mutable Form, and indifferent 
Things, to Poverty 3nd*Bonds, and to' take no care of them;''is it not as 
much as really to fy to Metnbers of the Body, Þ have ne'need: of you? I 
this,to take care of ther?” Do' they that proſecute, Weep with! ehiera, 
ati gfrit -withchew'? Art they kindly-affettioned towards thetn Þ'-Do 
ety love'thiim a8Brethren* Have they compaiſion on them itheit Trous 
bres and Bbnds 7 &c, It is not enongh'for us to- ſay, they'are Schiſma- 
ticks; can that excufe our Echiſmatical Difaffe&tions;' Revilings; 'Accu- 
ftions, and Scores? Tam furethe Apolile titkes theſe Notesof iu Sehif- 
maricks by Inferente; as the other of Unidn to prevent a? Schiſiafir Cor: 124 


It is fire Obſervation of the rieimorablcMri Jo. Helesio / The Learned: | 1 


"of our Times, who, for cur Inftracior, have written de Notis Ecclefie — 
©may'ſeem to'have ill forgotten” this; which- the Heathen' Man 'had fo 
© clearly diſcovered, he meant: Ammianus Maveelinus, i taxing Georgie; a: 
© faQtious Biſhop of Alexandria; for 'abufinig* the! Weakndſs of \Conflaniis 
© the Emperor, by baſe Tale-bearing, and privy Informations, "hotes'ipre- 
*cifely that he did it, Oblitus profeſſions" ſue, ge nil nifi-juftrim ſuades'& lene; 
© quite beſide his Profeffion, whoſe eſpecial: Notes' were Gentleneſs and 
© Equity, The Chriſtians were called Chreſtiani, from a Word fignifying 
© Benignity and Sweetneſs, What reafor is there, why «thas ſhould moe 
be one of the chitfeft Notes of theChureh of  Chrilt which Ui $6 efpecie 
ally characterize a Chriſtian Man, except there were 4 decay of ir ar. this 
day inthe Church? | Serm. of Dealing) with erring Chron, pag: 26: of 


i I 2 " «4 \ £ & 
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fot _s Noncnfanning. | n 
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; c<pt itbeby writing of ſame Books; whoſe Leaves are,not' like the Leaves. 
2 of the Tree;of Life, for healing of the Nation, what Intle Pains are ta- 
4 ken, to-inſiru&, convince, or perſuade them, neither with ſoft Words, 
7? nor hard Arguments? Either are better thiq-neither of them.::! Bixt now 
7 the Other, called: Informer; is the firſt: Moveriand oInfirumentoin”the Re- 
7 formation3.an Eniployment that-is, which many that are! tao bad. cannot 
2? þe hired unto: A ſort of Men theſe are, that are:more:.-perfect than the 
7 Proſecutors in Tertullian's Time : Tales ſemper nobis Tnfecutores injuſti, impii tur= 
: pes, ques &.ipfi dannare.conſueſtis, & 2.quibus damuator retitzere ſoliti eftic. 
3 Tle £ogliſh che Charddter, left fomevther.makeiitworkethanit is7 It is no 
* more/but this: Theyarcunjuft,ungodly,Glthyſacasyedrewont/to.con- 


demn,:.Canfl our, Judges:haveoften. condemned} randite reſtore fuch iz5 are 


3 condemned by them. I ſhould not dare ro write this, but that @would:move 


{ our profeſſed Friends to take another Courſe, more for the Honour of the 


3 Church, and our. HdlyProfetfiony:'than this. '!Ther Chardch that now is 
3 can:no mars tuts the-18treams er.change xe Evurſe- of: (lie 1Law; thah 
2 other Men can, and iare notable nohelpthem,: (4s! the:Reverend Biſhop: 
:of Cork; ſpeaks, ' pag-12'1913/!But is y not fit! 'OUT; Governors ſhould know 
Zhow it reflets upon: them?: 


2 1, TheWotld:is poſſelsd.with a Coneeir; \thatichis Work of. undving 
: Men'ispleaſtng to fore.rhat:Yo not only lokion, but ſet Men on 3 not 
/ diſpleaſig.46 others, ithodſome ſay they WO EIPEEIEy TO WF fore= 


* aid ſeafible and movingBiſhop-of Cork; + 


: 2+ Thatfichpoorand-infuftcient Miniſters are pod in many: Chuy- 
:ches, which rather driverMen away, than give them-tokerable.Encourage- 
{mene- to attend their Miniſizy,. or: Hopes of Improvement. 'Mcthinks che- 
2Thing ic ſelf ſhould be.more offen{ive-than the 'Mention-of at,. when:there 
As ſuck notorious Truth-in-ir, . The Biſhops,cannot hindcvrheir Inftitution,, 
4Dut ſome are fenſible of the great eaſincſs of ſome in'their Admiffion into» 
Orders. ::If awakened Souls keep at home, ' there is danger that RAcepy 
ZPreaching may caſt them into a Lethargy z if oy go abroad, they -are in; 
$Janger of the Laws. ' - ' 
3 ::3- ' When other Means are not: uſed, or do. not overcome Difſenters, tes 
At their Creatures upon them; ' doth alienate the Minds of 'Mulcitudes* 
FWe are not (ſay they) provided/for, nor muſt we provide for our ſelves 3, 
$800d Conforming Preachers dare not encourage usto go-to: them 3. and 
"Bf we are yecoived with better Welcome there, they ry 7-wags tor hors -0S; 
Sad or:woule tha Wet, rarer TEEN BITE 
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| And that they ſhould be hunted and worried, and the Fleece torn from | 
their Backs; by ſuch: a fort of "Animals, 'of ignorant, infide, voracious Z 


Enemies to all Religion; is a' very great Aﬀiction to the Sufferers, and 
Reproach upon our Religion 3. as if ſpiritual Means were not uſed, or ſpi- 


ritual Weapons had no Power 3 as if Chriſtians were to be tamed by irrati- 
onal Methads 5' as if: the Shepherd's Voice, nor his Rod and::Staff could | 


do nd: Good, but:the ſcattered Sheep were given up to the Dogs, to bring 
them to the Fold;: that prey for-themſclves: As it a ſelf-created Officer, 
that's below a Commiſhon, and unworthy of a Livery, had greater Virtue 
in him to cure Church-Divifions, than Ordained Miniſters. I afſure the 


Reader, thisis:written not to make him merry 3 And I do not know whe- 
ther if will be: pardoned: ito'me,: to: conclude this Head with this, That ' 


2tis no wonder the Succeſs is:nob:tter, wiitn no: more fantified Means 


and Infiraments: arc employed to act ina Work: of this Nature and ; 


Conſequence. 


- Conſid, VI. By this way the holy Ordinances of God, . many choice Men s 
for excellent Paftbral Gifts; Qualifications and: Butts; 'and;'real::Holine(s, * 


are brought to*contewpt, to great /contempt'3/: and 'this way is' a ' very 
great ObliruQion to the Encreaſe of Szving-Knowledg: and true Religion 
in many. The malignant Influences of our Diviſions. upon Religion, is 
demonſtrated by the affetionate: Biſhop of Cork, in his fecond Sermon. 
1G 1317 2.3 +! 4 (hallflimittmy Obſervation: to the ſamerDeſign 
- % Ofque: ad :etatem: 'of Peace: and Unity;:\npd keep:to: the: Thing in 


Auguftini, hoc eft plzs hand 3 Fhat this proeetding: againft the Noncons . 


.qnim quadringentis poſt formiſis, is of i} conſequence toReligion in gene- 


-Chriſtum natiem annis, ral. * If they were | an Heretical: Sec, except | 
-nuſquam legimus.Ortbo- - turbulent to the Seate, where have we a Rule for * 
doxos imploraſſe Ceeſaris , ſuch a Proceſs agiinſt:them?; But withouc dif- 7} 
prefidiiom #dverſue He-' \ paragement, or making any off-nfive Compariſons 23 
reticos, quuin id frequen- between their Miniſters, and their Hearers, and © 
tiſſime faiium efſet ab ours, there is no Man that can take the meaſure 7 
Hereticis : Nunquam of Abilities proportioned to the Work of Chriſt, 
tamen hoc exemplumimi- but muſt acknowledg them to comeas near to the *? 
tariviſum eſtOrthedoxis, Standard, as moſt Menin the Age : And for their (7 
donec Donatittarum &* Auditors, generally they are Men'of as much 7 
Circumcellionuni--per- + Aptneſs,. Receptivity, of - Apprehenfion, Judg- # 


:nabilis inſania,&& :.. : 


Inquiſtione, as great Examples of Truth, Sobricty, praRtical 
—_ | Holineſs; | 


f 


pelleret pervicax &*-inſa= ment, and Experience in the Work and Way of 3 
Salvation, .as any. Men of their ſeveralRanks and -* 


Eraſmus in Reſponſe de Qualities, inithe Places where they live, .and..are 7! 


Jar, 
s 


4j facthe;Monronſanis 377  &. 
Holineſs; and are as much-excroiſed inirqading, prayiog, doriferving, xc 
decming Time,: walking not as Fools, but as wiſe) as:any Men thit pro- - 
fefs Chritii:amongus, 'and every' way as uſcful! Subjects. . There are ſe 
veral Degreesof them 3:ſomehave their:Indiſcretions, and their Miſtakes; 
andtheir Heats. and their Blemiſhey $+and- what Party have:not? : But it 
theGrace.of God hath appeared'to any Men; and:if any are taught-to dey 
 Pupodlineſs, and worldly Luft, :and. to live Joberly,' righteonfly, and godly in 
this preſent W:rld, as 1 am ſure there are, there arc ſuch among them. And 
it is no: diſparagement to them, that they are ſcrupulous, confidering re- 
maitiing Ignorance : for if Men have a due ſenſe of Sin, aud have known 
what iv-is to. be humbled and.penitent, they muſt needs be fearfu} and ten+ 
der; and ther'what: with want of Helps, : Studies;: and: Leiſure to ſtudy 
Things fs necefſary, many of them may not-ibe {0;Jjadicious,: as to dif- 
folve-the'!Knot-of- Scruples 3 and judging of: Things: according to their 
Uſe and Benefit-to them, they may not be ſo taken with what others 
practiſe. -Butthere are among them plain:Men; of as clear: Perceptions 
as any-I ever met-with, of their Education. : -But now:both:theis Teachers 
and themſelves are under the ſcora and conterpt.of Faneticks,' which lig- 
nifies with many, what Unacquaintance, Pride, and Uncharitablene$s can 
caſt upov them. _ - -- - 

T. It is injurions to Religion, as if they that preach, pray, ſearch the 
Scriptures, prove giddy, unſettled, odd, and: erroneous 3' an irrational 
Sec of Men, ſprung up among Men of no folidity or ſetrlement.. Hence 
what'in Adyantage doth the malignant Spirit take, to make ſo many ig- 
norant and carnal Fanaticks* meer Babes in Religion, - that have nothing 
in them but what is put into their Mouths, or infeteth them-with:undif- 

_ Cerned-and (enfſleſs Popery, in this Point, That the Peoples having and 
reading of the Scriptures, is dangerous,” as diſpofing'to: Hereſy and Di- 
vilions, (i = $4 113) 2336: Wis 2 T-23115 18 36 
: 2 Ttirendersrthe:Labours of the waxthicſtidf them TuſpeRed and - de- 
ſpiſed;and this is-anhindrance to our Union: for who:values thoſe Mentthat 
are not fit topreach ? or whoſe Labours teech People \torun into Fancies 
and Delufions ? 'The moſt uſeful,” profitable, ''{earching Books; which 
the'World hath:moſt need of are not a3 much 'as-looked' into by- meny, 
bur rejected, beeduſe-they 'are the Books' of 'Fanatidks;: as they are called. 
Yea, 'more,/ if 'a Confotmiſt havethe-Name of a Fanatieh,- forme of our 
Church-Parrots will not come nigh the Door-Poſts of 'Wiſdom. 

3. It is a Temptation,; and 1 fear /a (prevailing -one, - that there -is no 
Worſhip<ither neceſſary or acceptable unto God,' or fafe for the Soul, but 
the Legal in all-its part9and accidents/ ' Hence'it 1s manifeſt, that all the: 
Religion'of anany, - fidys WTR I Sign ori Mark pf wr 
Le - ome 


home /to. their Houſes; and. -/ private) Converſation. -. 


them, thatithey cannot do the-Good they,would :- And who, are, cariched; 
". 3am : | C, 


- 4. Is it not manifeſt, that many-'are fo prejudiced againſt: them, as 
dangerous Perſons,. becauſe they fuffer, that- they running -into an ex» 
trem.e of Oppolition,, continue in a:iclears (way; (of Ircligion and Dams 
nation 3 ſof:r from paying, and:auy thing that looks like Godly, that 
they live /in:the-ContcTon of : all _—_— and worldly Lutts, and 
live intemperattly, unrighteouſſy;and ungodly; in ſwearing, {c1f-damning, 
and blaſph-ming. 54 916 C1900 >is 21363 3 \ 

5. Others ſceing: that Men,;that ſeem to take the greateſt care of their 
eternal Intereli, .are.thus branded; purſued, and troubled, lie faſt a 
in carnal Security,- or take up in, ontward 'Formality, If God awaken 
them, they lie down again, and th:ty are cafily perſuaded to lie down, 
who: are: not-thiongbly reſolved; when they obſerve-this Way is every 
where ſpoken again}, If a'Man become truly penitent, of looſe be- 
comie ſiri, of cuecleſs become cirxcumſpedt, of lukewarm become 7zea- 
Jous, hc is ſirait 'a Fanatick, 'or that way enclined ; And whoknows noe 
the Powierof'fuch Suggeſtions and Temptations ? + Which prevails ſo far 
upon abundarice of Men,: fo openly and ſhamefully, to be aſhamed oof the 
Ways of Chriſt, ' and of: ſpeaking of his Commandments, except; it be in 
Cavil or Contention, contrary to the holy Pſalmiſt, I will'eak, of thy 
Teftimonies before Kings, and'will not be aſhamed. Pſal. 119.46, : 

6. It makes:the Wicked rejoice, when they ſee them who condemn 
them, as Noab didi the Old World, by being moved with fear, and-pre- 
paring 8n Ark,' to ſee them perſecuted 4 and makes vile prophane Sinners 
run into an-Excefs of-Infolence, when they have them at their mercy, or 
in their hands. : |. 1 

' 7. Itisa Temptation to many, to do many things in an hypecritical 
compliance with-ungodly Men, which in their Hearts they cannot allow, 
becauſe at other Times and Places they expreſs a diſlike of them, for fear 
of taining themſelves with the diſgrace of being Favourcrs of Diſſenters : 
I mean this in one particular.of Exceſs of Drinking, thoſe plauſible Arts 


* and IntroduRions to itz. and of. joining ta Diſcourles, or not Gilencing, 


them, which ſavor rankly loathſom- of Prophaneneſs and Atheiſm. . 

8. It diſableth-good'Men from doing thoſe Works of Picty and. Cha- 
rity, whichotherwiſe they.- would do... It is not unobſerved; how bounti= 
ful the ſober Difſenters are in all Collections, apon-publick and unſuſpeRed 
Occaſions » beſides-many othey Charges they are at, of contributing ſome. 
thing to their Teachers, relieving particular Perſons in great: Wants, living 
hoſpitably.. They are much weakned by. Fines, Indi&ments, &c. and 
are great Loſers by. the: Seizure: of Goods above. value, and. undepſelling) 


by 
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br aimleſs and his Maſter, There, is 


i but they ho will never be-rich, nor bleGd, 4ill; they: repent and 
bot is.no yoo healing Cool enren to,any Nan of any Indifferency,. 
t F hone fens Goods 5 cure © #74j= 9, inci ſame in 996 Im-. 


BY: Ris isa great Tanga to2s 30mg at. fore this, World, to follow. 

cho no maze openly than I. they;are for-a Religion thac is 

& and faving, if. not gaigtul, ny it is a dangerous thing fora. Many, 

4 private Man, a Man and his own Houſe, to ſing Pſalms, read, pray, 

catechiſe, when an Informer, hearing but a Voice, goes and informs of 

a Conventicle, and his Ogth-muſt he, Yo r.the. King; ies really*cis 
lene, , 


Tecltimony of ſuch Things as theſe, — the. " 


| that ſome have been highly damnified or praying out of Devon. : 2671. 


in their own Families, nos. 3 

* 10. It is, a .preat Temptation to the C Children. « of XS eh 

walk in Ways contr ta, God ; and their. neg, and ro begeq grudgings 

oy Joagd Pircngs, . when (Ku are; like ta be Sues, $,by. ; r Raxents | 
aQAices. 

I1. Itisagreat "Temptation. to Apoliay, I da not mean ND, aF aQtion 
or Party, but from the undoubted. Offices and Duties: of true Gcdlineſs, 
How many have, within theſe few, £Ars, paſt, f fal gm, the. HeGwely 
of egping the Lord's Day, of preaching twice, aE-heapin e855dllhs of 
es 19h repeati: "g 099, {pf ul ne. EE 2: 
rurned to a contrary way of. Sha and anting 
of Grace and'Courage, to own wo theſe oj Vow, 5 he Hocticea the- 
cruly Pious, and their Saviour's Laws ?.. 


12. By this the Communion of, Saints is brok ud, the Fo 
fort of it lott. This Miſchicf Axio rb ed ks Wy ibis Hrs c 
nal to hear any of them: pre ach or join, 

reps 


Family, be the Occalion Bing o great 3 


ans ? and ſhall not ove Chiiſtian, converſe with. Wes 
Chriſtian, in Chriſtian Offices?” If they « cor ms to Hp hell ol} Ta = 
our going to them. And this Noneopformyi SPIES: us An a BEGHE. Pare 
of the praQical Article of ogrCxeed, 3 ion, of yalnts.dot. 
confilt in- PraQice aud. Exerciſe 7; fs tÞather ſpars. the:Thi 
we contehd for; than an rings of 0 y _ hy..may nor a £0 Cour 


miſt hold occaſional Communion with the Nonnofonmitla, | in:indiſputab 
Duties, retaining the Liberty and Repuration' of his. Conformity, ! wir 


out ſuſpicion ? ? ' Is it becauſe we multi not offend Authority? Thea an” 
tainly a greater Weight is hung upon Conformity, than it, can, hear, if 


ever it be weighed in an even Ballance, We atg forward to, blame the 


D 2 more 
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more ghd: ſort of |Bephrieifs; for riot toring-tb our Weitkip: and why, 
AC W6d vigid/as 36 foWVeiit all C *Gorbary fhem, Th if 
EhtIedey crew] IBIFtiioigthentF 5 "tHe © ch? $ dvetfe 
other Company, 25. we are from-them, in oy Duties {I T2698 eecley « to 
thislvery redfin tf Oy Bt Para Hold bit 
, ParraKtrst i Hed ily, Ng din AIR 
cared Fran) 290 tera C61 | "ith "thx in a "Chridian 
uties : and: Orditrrices:” ved 
ict; 2a1iGHat þ.:5 90% e220 (CL 4 gia Kirin if 4 vc 
<: Canſtd: __ T6 Ateniz 2 hola '2ctf fy got Tobh dts fir 
and Protcſtant Chyiltians,” i$2as a tagether y _ 
viceableto the Church and Kingdom die o = and io Places [1 
need dll cHefr Labonte, and t& tit rther'bM.' exeer Be moved d by force 


of Law toco c in, nd do, as we « do. Rt the Ch by hr FGodin oEn jon | 

4rd P37 h NN FER Foyt. fit Vhcy oy 3*and lo lome p $5 

had Gtiw iCHdetd ct or MR This! $ true, and Rs 

this courfe-of wn re > with it 3 Fefrithenal' to'Ripion it t2 6 wn 

to the Salvation of am Souls, Syrely, either we,do pt krig What 
; hat Itis & W6tk of ER gy 


Indufiry and Warehfulje and Fon on Kin 7 too oreat Fagd = 


_ rovs/ Without great encefor'mb it 1 
we ebine tba 5 wg c ol kan et 7397 Seu onby Gs 
rene oy Ae adi; Fs vaurof ri ? [But who We os 


publickard WON Fel ake no « bf it, bat Ge enda 
and k'woodden St4ff: po ba Ay & hionſelf muft fixeth kin 


Chi Irs atter of Prat to. read ili els 

: ern or 7 at that mayy muſt be, ot 4 | 

f Fa ourt;* tha Wi is mach abou Y 

Sh NT; never corhe'in3 we muſt, o leech 0 

them ah by DN orſon plicatidns,” tid Addrciles to their. infos 
It55 better hayc'tod Wort rhan t6o few,faith the Reverend Eilhop of Cork, 
we tfave too 4:4 if — big all admitted and ' encour And what 
os per RTE Gy ae \ deve 

xcrſuafiye Afgu- 

amples in this 

Tit Faithful and (uc- 


others? y. were not. Nena 
gta ow, when _ Are, fn % this: was the 


| | eotnnendabl Prattic Fs the alicichr Pithops. * See Proſper de vita Con. 
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tivs, |. 2. C- 2. tales Seriptura appellat Speculatores gui ſpeculantur allus 
* Or. .that:watth3he Actions. of 2ll; i Es one: Jives in, his 


: _ how! obs Gly, omg. the lih, 1. 5, 21. the 
| :Chapecranſwers tho Fit) we pas 

T vally, =»: Cyprian Fpt (46011! rept, Ste, Auguſtin; cog 

2 -woukbzic ſve kid 0 dk Phe 7; Fl ens for al he: an je; 

4 int; 


| *the dtetbersof Chil 'noquize-f. me. Epiſts 138. Clero, 
* nenſ, &c.11 (How ſcldom do :many People, cpecally pu Th young 
3 Ones, = Pariſhes. of! five or: fis Miles Appl Ons, ,.O ' MOTE, COME £0 
| Chyrc? Have not: they: Souls [?:, Peibops the Cand 
7 if thopwere-taldandaginvieced of their C3 
7 : wdllido thay take«litmfelyes ods f. -and fe = Glee, 
! avirig Ordinances,.becauſethey! live fo. fax from- their Churches! 
7 'Ltarncd Dr. Bright aich, ſomewhere, in (his Book. of Prayer; that op 
4 -corhpurationy! thei is aPricf ar oyery:ffty Perſons.in Teens Ip ub" | 
7 thaoin Dagaifeketely nat 1a-Mipilier, wholly for. two or.th 
7 i41'many'Countices/ and this where live Wi ave nada Fl es Carat 


eric a Prie yi ca 


* you;perhaps; thatmy Ingroity 35: pot, Ju ares [to 
opxlo Hynpe- 


adore ulof 
Grd: ow 
exculced i oe 


-travelon foot four ori twp Miles t0.xead Prayersy.in Gwe ['7=0 gopulous. Pa- 


3 riſhes, whore Eſquires: and | Gentlemen Jive very! thick. While ye 


are- _ of . Souls,” we teach poor:$auls-to be careleſs of theis Salvati 
2 che Cry off fpiritual :Murcher, or, Dapmaton, of of Xp of Hunger tad 
hit; we Iny'Entrancednts aut Hearts,' we ſhoy ka 
'than- Forrellitics, 7and F pkeriny ba pr L, hay fr Foe 

5 Yn 


them fortvim Peaqz,nahd commend.them 
Preachers, make an Outcry againſt dr 6s z and; gthersy;tha 


3 never knew the Need or Benefit of it, cannot endure them in 'theix ls > IJ 
} *But they who are naczo cob Bod don the; Sa\vaipn of ou Ck 
'{ Ierity of the Work/of: Cheiſt;. ſhould be. othex wile; da : pI | 

J -them as they are-uſed,” is not tenderly. tb gonſult. the; eters 


-and Good: of inany People's and ſuppoſe themas diſaffected to cir, 
-whoſe- Happincſs they intenſely with, and /would certainly, past with.mo 
it they had it, to-come in again into_ the publick , Scryice;j than ever, Fe 
coft then to'forlike i ir, both againſt their Wills, and againſt choir latereh, 
Eaſe, 'Quietnids, and Honour; ' I am confident. of; what, I wzite, .tho 1 
have not-asked atiy of chem:the Queſtion, | becauſe tdoverily heye;the 
to'be wiſe, rational, and good Men. _ If ſome Places can be without. 
tho know not one, (end them to Places which are in.danger of being, ( 
þ. want of ſuch as they 3 and ſend them, as it is fit they: ſhould be xecet» 
ved, (How beautiful re the wy 0h.G w_ that RK, £096 Tidings. ' 2) with 


ripe and honour. 2:13 Io ; 2 bogurgr 
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"their Difprate 
fuck” a ©Con' 


*! Confid. VIE. 'As' tn{tiy Places have great need of. them, & the Lod | 

hath'been with them, his Work hath proſpered in thei# hands; even when Þ 
abd Dangers have becn # great ObfiruQion. Inever mean } 

fron *: a '<nds {in DefiruQion-)- 'ts Conceitedne(s, Pride, } 


Re Ht enki <4 Whith is to'Salvation,} by Holineſs, Rigbteouſ- ®# 
aCcs 


- Atid for Ml their Hazards; 'Reproaches, avd Diſgraces, | 


"$9. udJeiRanding ard'wifc People hear them; which they would never do, | 
'if they did not receiveEdification.” Is there nothing but Humor and Af- F 
bout in "them? AﬀcRation 'of what? of. Fines, Loſſes, Frowns, } 


- Thteafgin 


+ Dfithvutlon of Civil Ptivileges,” as far! as fome can deprive | 


"them 2" if tHSGe their Hypoctify, verily they have their Reward. They | 
goto heaf ther fbr 9etuples'and Fanaticifin: : Lee a: Divine repent of ſuch 1 
Ti: YeoGatufl) 1 oft | 


$ "a meditated- Catumny. andAſperfion; leſt he fall } 
"So the Heatheh 6b-"""into tham. © Fhatever another intends to do, that | 
jeRed5* Sed won He" dares toimakethe Succebs of their Miniſtry of the | 


- bon,” quia mut#d9 thh-Gofpel;" thie' Power vf: God: to' Salvation. upon | 


vertit, = < boe nd” ritionat Souls,7to kad Chriſtian Lives, no greater { 


Wit"; W 256 [Argtiment-of divine Apprebatian, thas the ſprea- | 


#17 &+, -Tertulk” ding of Mahurmetaniſm; .and;the Succeſs of the I 


_ pol. chap. I. con 2 Akviari'3 ifhe never found the Efficacy of Grace, 3 


of the Spirit, . Word, and: Sacraments upon his 7 


- 'Heart, 1c him'turn his Thodghts:4nd his Tire, :if not his Pro, to, make © 
ready for his Jadgineiit, arid 30 ſccurtbis Peace, irather than'to1rake inty 


'do'their Sores, © + SEP NI | | s * 
+40. - 123537 13 151} 
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'S6rt8'and Ukerts, and keep them open tor get- Money, as ome Beggars {| 
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 Gornftd. 1%, © Gf and-ſpecdy Union of Diſſenters; Fr veatly united 2s 5 
poffbly can” be thade; fs mitt Uetircabley thatthere maybe a happy End pite | 


'r6UHitir many Sufferings, Religion and Humanity icav..take no pleaſure 


inthe deſerved Punifhments'0f” Men 3 the Murimurs and Complaints of 


Sufferers Rir'and move Compaſſions 3. and Pity hol/s: the Had even of 
-Juttice, *n'411 Caſts in which Neceffity'is not urgent and manifeſt, The 
Evit'of * Separation hath bon - opened;. when the: Evil. of - their. Sut- 
Eeripps hath hot'been! touched upon « ' They are urged with: the firſt, bur 

ris biut'one Side of: the Evil.” let us ſearch'into the other Sore, to take 
#Rg&wAnle Weight and Compaſs off the Miſchief that. lics. upon the Prote- 
{#tntReligions and both run down from the ſame. Cauſe 3 and, he that 
| amp dre tag Current of Evil in divided Streams, and dry, up the Flood 
of *AfMlictions and Miſcries, muſt ſtop it tat the Well: heaa..of the Cauſe. 


They are urged to enter into the Communion of the Church' 2s -by, Faw 
v0") Et | eltabliſhed, 
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3; og theMoticonfouniſts «23. 
eſtablified;-becauſe of the:Miſchicfs of their Separation 3 and it would be , 
: Fa (pccial Service tomove our Governors to make gheir  Return-as! caſy as 

$ may. be, by opcningthe Scandal of+ their Sufferings-+ It theis Conſent to 
Four uj—_ wetg gained, the Controverſy would be at: an cnd, and 
EZ chis Proſecuion alſo: But that being not like co be attained this way, the 
# Continuance of the Separation is more: for the. good and profit of the 
* Church, than. their. Sufferings > for: while they enjoy their Liberty, the 
3 Goſpclis-preached, and they that are regenerate, and called, and:gathered 
* co-Chritt, : axe gathered to' the Catholick Church, tho: not. united: unto a 


\- Þ particylar-Church, .in ſome certain Bonds of external Communion. -. But 


#3 Matters: 


7 if. they-were totally ſiipprefſed, and where they are moſt narrowly watched 
# and kept in, thouſands of Souls would loſe the Benefit of 'their 'Labours, 
2 and their Hearts are like to be more eſtranged from us; and the Church 
2 will fill loſe. the Content and Comfort of theix Communion». -The ſup- 
j poſed and aggravated Sin' and Evil of the'Separation, is doubled by their 
y Sufferings, and made more/inciuable by the-Exaſperazion.; . We: fee! and: 

caſte the Fruit of above twenty Ycars' Proceedings; and better cannot:be 


# % «” 


$ cxpeRed, but much worſe may be feared. . RS EE TTY ET. 
3 Toargue for a Releaſe from: their Sufferings; . becauſe they, haveiſuffered 
Zdceply, may ſeem weak and inconſequent 3-buttake them. in! a. Complex 
Zof Caiſes and Cixcumftianees, and Ido bope the. Argument, may. prove a 
7 Matter of. Conſideration, "to. them that | are-concerned. in. thele great 
7 If a Man ſhould move for. a Suſpenſion of the Laws. againk :Male- 
3 acors, thusz Millions have ſuffered Impziſonment and Death, and there- 
fore ſpare them 3 the. Argument is not only ridiculous and weaky! but. 
3 weak and ſinful: becauſe: they are MalefaQtors, 'and the Laws of God, 
Z both natural and revealed, require it 3 | and there would be no Safety ta the: 
3Lives of Innocents, .nor of Civil Rights and Poſſcſhans. |. , ii +4 {+ 11 
# Butcoargue, Our diſſenting Brethren have ſuffered mugh, therefore 
Fforbear to: infli& more Puniſhments. upen::thern, . is: riot - without fore 
gStrength, and convincive Evidence. .. I TE. 
$ 17. The performance of: Religious:Exerciſes in a! diferent;Form,[is nv- 
#$ſ\uch Offence and Crime, as deſerves'tobe:puniſked, before: the Penal Laws 
decree the Penaltics The Diff:rence of: the Adminiſirations, is made 
3 by the diverſe ufing or diſuſing of Things indifferent, ſome. extending 
YZ their Liberty furcher than * others. To uſe. ChriſtianLiþberty, ( wiſely, 
Zand as much as may be, inoffenſively )--is no puniſhable. -Crime,; but: a 
q Duty and if there be not a Libetty:ia indifferent Fhings; ; there is none” 
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| beck Summa Controv. cum Lutheranis, þ. 657. {9 


| Peace iin'the Houſe of. God;  whillt one-Fellow-Sctvant: (mites another ? 7 


 *2nd'Love, tc." Communicatio pacis, & appellatio fraternitatis, as'Tertullian © 


-42;\'But if itaveteaiMacter puniſhable, yet of ſuck Things as are puniſh- 
pri a6r he rue 1Law bemadee:: ofa ſequitier ny 10 Yi 
debereakigs) quia? pence: det £3: Coneo ue ob unds pens Dtiruta' off, > 
cm 973g as Grotim writes? D# fare 'Belli: &-2Pac; * Hb. 21 cap. 4.) © 
Sie 2969 2 2315345 9d 02 534] Jon gar 19 1 {0 ff 11 20TY $3*2 
» |; {Now'what'can bethe'Ends of thefe Penal: Conifticutions ?:5 1 4tt i 
- 1. Unity of: Mind with our Governors in- thoſe:Things enjoined 3; that © 
ſeernsr0:/be: the Reaſon of the Aſſent and Conſent'z which none can' be of, 
bur fuck-as wereſ6 minded. before ivwas vequired;all Reaſons and Circum- 4 
Rtatices perpenſed,-But that all ſhould be of the fame mind, is imipoſliblein '- 
our Srate ti 'Thar's an End not attainable, and they who propoſe it;propoſe * 
only for themſelves; and-them of the ſame Judgment' with thee, and cx- 
clude'the ref}, 'whom the Lord hathreceived. It was a wiſe, and is a ce- * 
tcbratedi Saying: of he Emperor Maximilian the Second, to Augnſtiz of : 
Saxe, when he interpoſed for Pencer,” itr che *Ubiquitarian 'Controverſics © 
ant Perſceution-''' The iDuke told bim,' he: would have all his Miniſters 
2gret wich him,and'among one another: to'which the Emperor anfwered, 
Ego in negottis ad fidem & conſcientiam pertinentibus, \nec aufim vel velims cuti- & 
144%) | off rre necoſſitatem aliquam: coattions - Scio trrito- conatu, &e, { know || 
thaewill be lo{ Labour, 'and chatic is grievous and dangerous ih it (elf, — |! 
Fl terquans perficies; intqreit Ioggerator, 'neque noftrum ift inper art Conſeientiis, | 
ant dll fillens quimqiee vi cogare.:- Pexclius Hiftor, Carcerims,” pu 367, ' Boorn- 3 


-21>;/The Peace of the Church and State may-be aimd at; |! Can there be ? 
Surely thatiSnet the way to Peace, ' Which brings to my mind that - of 7 
the Learned Hornbeck,,:'C Oratione-\de Ecolefiaram inter ſe: Communione-)*: © 
IF we fhall receive or treat: them other wiſe:tharBrerthren, whom Chriſt : 
© doth not diſdain, orithink' unworthy-of ſo” great ia Name; Plate, ajid! 3 
Honour. . Atqwe 'boc Chriftiane charitatis 'communionisq5 eſt fundamentrin, * 
© This is the Foundation alſo of all Chriftian- and-Eccletialiical:Love and # 
© Charity, among all Chriſtian Churches and'Congregations through the 
World: Let-orhersdeſpiſe the common Name of -Bretbren,-T never cal] 7 
©:0mitd, without a fogular Aﬀettion” of Phety, that -holy ard-fingle- 7 
hearted Cuſtom'among the Ancients, both of the Jewiſh. and*Chrittiar'; 7 
© Age, when they Taluted ohe- another by no other Name - than that 7 
© of- Brethren : So did the Tongue expreſs the Mind; and: teftify their Faith 


©ipedks. "3 Faith and:Love'to God ; and Reconcihation- with his heavenly Z 

Majeſiy, as a Father, a Participation of the ſame divine Nature, _ 

eval Acknowledgment -of the Marks and Lineaments of God's Children, 
a2 7 

5 


' may be the more'tender of its Welfare, The Diſſenters have not- orily 


. ſhould abſtain from'declarin 
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2 Conſent in the fame ſabftantial Truchs; and ſpeaking the 'rFurn th cvs 
and forbearing one another, are' more furc Ways to” Peace, than Menaces 
and Force. © At quanti dignins fratres & dicuntzer & babenter' 3” who have ac- 
© knowledgfd one Father, God; who have drunk in the ſame Spirit'of Holi- 
* n&fs 3 who have breathed ont of one Worth of the ſame Ignorance,to'the 
ſame Light of Truth, "Tertxll/ad Genres, 'But we have other kind of Marks 
and Namcs of DittinQion 3 we ſcem to rcje& all fpiritnal Kindred 'with 
them, and extinguiſh Love, to compoſe Differences, and to make Peace. 
Will theſe Ways ever lead us to Peace? 

*2, Forthe Pcace of the State, this may bethought of./ Through God's 
great Mercy we find, that the- Controverſy 6f Conformity and Nonconfarmity 
hath hot'diflurbed the Quietneſs of the State, but/as ſome' hivermade uſe 
of it : ' And Church-Peace ſhould be moft carneſily followed,” that the State 
may know the Bleſſedneſs of being incorporated with the Church -in the 
ſame Government 3 and finding the Blefling of Religion to be 'fo grear, 


obeyed Warrants, but have made- their appearance 'without Warrants; 
when but'called co it by Come that had no Warrants, fo far hive they been 
from giving occaſion to the Militia tocome armed npon them'3 but ſome 
will haveit ſo. And the Difſenters give,- or are ready to give, the ſame Se- 
curity for the Peace, that others do that enjoy it, eli +4 

3. The Difſegters complain of the Laws, but much more for their Suf- 
ferings, either befides; or contrary to, or above the Laws 3' and to put 
an end to their Sufferings,is to put an end to the Illegalities of many of their 
Proſecutors, ' The many Appeals and Actions, or theforbearing to make 
Appeals when there hath been apparent Cauſe, the many Errors found 
out in Courts of Juſtice, where it hath been done them in the Proceedings 
of Informers and others, prove this. wa | Vols 
' 4+ To put an End to theſe Vexations and Sufferings,' is the only way 
to reſtrain much Impiety and Unrighteouſneſs in, many Men, and to deliver 
them from provoking 6 tempting God to plague & puniſh them that carry 
on this Work. The Spirit of Perſecution entred not into the Church, till 
Men walked after the Fleſh ; and after that Perſecutors have fallen upon 
the Servants of God; the Wrath of 'God purſuzd the Perſecutors. Men 
| their diſlike, difaffeQion, and' enmity ito 
Godlineſs, if they loved themſelves. 040 Loh = | 

5. Yea, morcover, I do not ſee how any of the Inſtruments in the 
Sufferings of our Chriſtian Brethren, can go on, and not fin grievouſly 
againſt God, Men, god Themſclyes, It is plain, that they negleR alithe 
ſolemn and publick Worſhip of God, the fandivg Means of their own 
Salvation, while they lic in wait to take the Worlhipptrs of-God's: And 
SHER E 


what 


/ 


26 /The 


<r$+64: xtacas LFAGTICE is; in Other Duties of: Religion, . Truth, - and.. common 
Honeſiy, is eerows : ., They. come behind. none of their Father's 
Children, in Lies, Falſe Witncſſey,.. confirmed by impudent and notorious 
-—— Swearing... rag 99:0 ads bod mite tong blo alwy ok 
6.. If this, Way b= not pleats £0.God, try another 5. if. jt benot bleſ- 
ſed wich, Succels,; try ſome other. .It. was the, wife Counſel, of Lywe. to 
Auguſtzc,, perplexed about the Conſpiracy.of Cinna, which chat wiſe Em- 
peror took : Fac quod Medict ſolent, qui. ubi ufitata remedig non procedant, 
tentant contraria 3 ſeveritate nibil profeciſti. Sen..de Clement, Itis known in- 
deed;that the Advantagesof all temporal Penalties to the Catholick Church 
changed St. Anguſtin's Judgmevt from Lenigy to ſome Severity 3. but-never 
changed it-frqm a ſweet Moderation, toa Rigor, m-king no difference be- 
tween fomeiand others as appear in his ſeveral Letters of Interccfion 
for the Donatifts. And for all that, ſome are lo {iri&, upon. St. Auguſtin, 
as tonote, that he but narrowly got to Heaven before Hlippo was taken, 
for that hand which, he had in;that. Motion. The Severity of the Nor- 
thera Monarchs, in Sweden and Diamorh, js but. applicd to-our Caſe, 
who cannot rigorouſly ebgbih our, Conformity, without the Extirpation 
or Baniſhmeat of an excellent great Number of Chrittians, that have de+ 


ſcended:from,.and whoſe Predeceſſors ſprupy up together with the Refors 


— 


mation. - : -& offs 
145” IS50T7 F432 03-1 ey: yo08 * i <ft14 1 ei 61 5 425 

_ Lafily.3: Coofider, Whether it. be not, better for the Church, and the 
Cheittizn-Kingdum, to takeoff theſe AliQors. from chaking that part of 
Chrili's, divided Flock, than ſuffer them to go on 3 Fox how can that be 
pleaſing to-Chiiſt, wherein the t.nemy of Mankind, the Enemy of Chri= 
{tiansabove all Mankind, and the Enemy gf Proteliznts more th:nof any 


 Chriftians, becauſe of their clearer Light and Turity, ad the Enemy of 


the fancersTy, Riogs above all other Prateltants, hath ſo openly appeared and 
aed, in-Lies, Scanoals, Falſe- Witneſ-, Perjuries, Violence, and Unmer+ 
cifulneſs- This is a ſurer way to lotc, ihan to gain them,, ; 

Objed. If they axe lolt, whocan help-it? ©, How can they be united to 


us, that'are not united amppg theruſelyes? They, are. very. far !rom be--- 


ivg of a piccc,, }Betdes;Presbyter/aurand Ind endents,( there arc Antinomia 
647; Millenaries, Anabaptifis;, Exgkers >; {hould: we. yield to any one of 


* 


theſe, we are yet as far from gaining therelt,, as we are now from uniting 


all. Thus the Reverend: Peacr- maker bf Cork , pag- 29, | 

"But chis QbjeGion of. the Difficulty, is uat, paſt ſome conſiderable 

Reply. lg: 49100-3641 HG 2] eo gr h { bit,aunt > b R 

+14 What if, the:Bundic of, Arzows bs:broken, yet. let, us gather up.as 

many a5' Wen 3. our Axtifiery, will, be the, qore againſt our common 
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Enemy. | Geinany: of them, -and we thall be the more ind ſtronger by ; 
that Addition... 

2+ Except the Pregbyterians, the moſt of rhe other Difſenters agree in 
their Modes of Government 3 ſo that what you grant tq ohe' Tavey; is 
granted to more... - 

3+. Is it Reaſon and Charity, that thoſe who would unite, ſhall not, 
becauſe all will not, upon ſome Abatements? 

4. Gain ſome, and they will help to draw in others. 

5+ Fhe morc are united, the fewer remain to be tolerated; by which 
Tolcration I mean no more, but a forbearing one another in Love, with' 
the uſe of Goſpe|-Means to convince and gain them, if poſſible 3 and by 
the Civil Sword to refirain and ſuppreſs them, when it ſhall be neceſſary, 
and dangerous to the State, but not before, 

And Icrave leave to make a lirtle Chang upon chis Head, reſpeCting 
the ſeveral Parties named. 

I. The Presbyterian, ſo called, doch not Infi it ory that Form of Go- 


'verninent 5 He offers to come in. 


2. Thechief of the Congregational: are Men of great worth, Learning, 
Sobriety, and Holineſs;' and they are but few, and never like to be any 
in the Countries, | iand but few in Citics andpopalus Plates: © - 

3-: The Anabapraft is an-:Independentin'Govermiient, for ought [ kndw: 
what will-do:theone-good, will:do the ocher, in tha point." And theſe 
are cither {imply ſcrupulous inthe Point of Baptiſa; or elſe compounded 
of other Notions. Thie firſt fort are reputed peaceable and holy Men, by 


them. that write againſt-chem, 48 Mr. Buzz, Mr. Ohed Fills, and Mr. fo- 


feph Whifton.:. The tecond-may be keps:in-Order and Quier, as eaſily ag 
our careleſs; ignorant,:and debauched Sidts,that po untderanother Name, 

+. The 4ntsnomian,"as tuch; it a Doftrinal Diſſenter, yer'thinks in the 
point of Tmputation,: he is rhe Antipapiſi, ' and the Proteſtant, and falls 
in. among others in point of.Church-Dilcipline. : 

5, 'The Milenarian,is either: notionally ſo, and then his Faith is to Tu 
ſelf 3/ or: anti-magiſtratiaally,: and ſohe is'to be watched and coerced, and 
Presbytcrians and Ind che will help. : 2 20pm bt 

 Laſtlyz The Qokermuſthave che Righe off Humanity; : iThe Honour 
of all good Men; Sir Matthew Hale, determined'their Right in the Point 
of Marriage. My Soul grieves for them... Some 'of them, that 1 know, 
are a fort of Chriſtians 3 they do notgive enough to the Scriptures, which: 
35 far as Linow, is their great/Exror, from whence theireſtproccedl” Their! 
@iituathoſs w me ſeerdwltc © They ate gont far fronts fededd; but T: 
wiſh it were condiderad; rivar ſome! Magiftrates;" in" their extreme Heats: 
and 6 Vigdences, did urge them with as” there was no<caufe for - 
3 2 an 


8 The Conformifs Fourth 'Plea 


and picking quarrels with their Scxuples, they .fell to a haſty and- violent 
Execution of their own violent Paſſions, more than the Law. - They who 
ſcrupled ſwearing, did call God to Witneſs, and did proteſt and promiſe 
Loyalty and Obedicnce,but it was not accepted : they offered the Securicy of 
their Words,and their Bodies to the Law,when found Tranſgreſſors againſt 


' the Peace 3 But they were hurried and crouded into Priſons, and il! uſed in 


many Priſons,and ſv became hardned, and at length modell'd into an exat 
Policy. Yet they are Men and Natives 3 and whether Men ſhall forfeit their 
Goods and Lib: rties, for a Diſſent in Religion, by any Goſpel-Rule, or 
Rules of Chriltian Equity, is a great Quetiion, and the Negative paſt 
doubt as yet, It they have a natural Right to Marriage, and thoſe C on- 
tracts ſtand, tho not made after the Liturgy, they have a natural Right to 
Society among us 3 and our Rule is, To walk honeſily towards them, as 
they that are without. There are many Things commendable in them. 

Theſe are the noted Sets looked upon with an evil eye, as dangerous 
Men 3 and yer there are other Seas very pernicious, but what Courſe is 
taken with them? Are there not Hobbiſts and. Atheiſts ? were there eyer 
more of theſe ſince the Reformation than now ? Witneſs the great Num- 
bers of Sermons preached and. printed, the great Numbers of Tracts, the 
large Volumes: of [Sir Matthew Hale, : and others, .againſi Atheiſm. Are 
theſe multiplied without eauſe2 if not, there is.aigreat encreaſe of Atheiſm, 


What ſhall bedone with the Sets of Infidels, Blaſphcmers, God-demme's, 


Drunkards, Garneſfters, Whoremongers, - and their Meeting-Houſes ?  Ir- 
regular Men without AL. 7 ene. Clubs, Paper-Incendiaries, 
and the Society of .Beggurs and Vagrants, that:are:of :no:Church ?' What 
do you call choſe Plates, where 1many;of-our:;Nobility and Gentry either. 
karnedor-were corfirmed in their.Levity; Vadity and. arc:fotainted-with a 
fort of Wit-and Worgs;'that makes the Word of Chriſt, .-and.of Wiſdom, 
uoſavoury and mean? where many have learned: the Gifts of Confidence 
and Immoralities? where Swords haye been drawn, and Blood ſhed, bur: 
never indifted for Riots? Where have Perſons learncd to..put off God, 


| and Conſcience, and/Counſels, with witty Anſwers, to excuſe theio long: 


lying in Bed, till Prayers, and Sermons, and Sacrgrnents: are over; or 
their lorig drefling ti}}:Diafien, ta make their Afternoon-Vifits before ſorne 
Idols or Images like themſelves? Who can reckon all the Sets that diflent 
fi om Chriſt's Goſpel, from their Baptiſmal Vows 3 that ſay they are (or 
the Publick, tho they rarely viſit them. for the Religion eſtabliſhed by. 
Law; with a fecret Reſeryation,. except what- requires :them:tof be pare. 
and holy .2--O- he: low: Eflate of:Chtiftian Religion, even atndng/ them 
that have the general Name of :;it'! -| May it meves faxc worſe with/Perfons 
and Places for Religious Exerciſes, than with molt of tlicſe, who perhaps 

| | never 
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| arveial more than a-private Reproof, and theywill be ſparing of Com- 
7 plaints 


. -And now I turn infrom this Digreſlion, .to give a few Narratives of 
the Nonconformiſts Sufferings, in which it will plainly appear, 


r. Perhaps no Law was ever executed with more Violence and Partiz- 
lity, or Proceedings with leſs Succeſs, and more Miſtakes and Errors in 
Proceedings» more arbitrarily and illegally, than thoſe againſt Difſenting 
Proteſtants. | 24 
- 2. It is no wonder they have been ſo unſucceſsful to bring them in, 
+ if you reſpe both Perſons and Methods unlike to effect that End. 

! 3. How it concernsall Men, according to their Places and Power, to 
7 petition a Ceſſation of theſe Proceedings : (1.) To put an end to the 
2; groſs Wickedneſs of many Inſtruments, who take occaſion from the Laws 
7 to exerciſe their Irrcligion and+ Wickednefs., (2.) To prevent further 
7 Judgments. upon many particular Families and Perſons, and the provo- 
2 king of Chriſt to take away his Goſpel from us, when many of his Ser- 
2 vants are © ill uſed, and his Ordinances blaſphemed, and. Wickedneſs 
2 committed. | 

4. The various Appearances of God, both in Judgment and Mercy, in 
7 this very Proceeding,  , Fa 

' 5g. Let it be judged and reſolved foberly, whether this way be not a 
= greater Scandal to the Proteſtant Religion, than the Separation is, as great 
: asitis.. | Fr” 

? : 6; Thoſe wha arc glad of the Law, have,no cauſe to think the very 
! Lawit if of any. great uſe to their Deſign, provided, (1.) They.pro- 
} cced againſt the Nonconformiſts firictly according to the Scope of the Law : 
2 (2:) According to the DireQtion of it, as to Proofs-and Conviction : And 
7 if Men«did-not go beyond it, they could'never have done what they have 
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2 -i7; It wilt be manifefl; that they are not puniſhed for Sedition, Rebelli- 
27 on, or any Crime of that.Infamy and Note, ..by the various kinds of Pro- 
2 ſecutions and Puniſhments. | | 

: + 8, Some are puniſhed in ſeveral Courts, and ſeveral ways. 

] 9. How the Adverfazics of the Nonconformiſts have been defeated of 
7 their Purpoſes 3 ſome brought to Ruine, and mifcrable Ends 3 ſome peni- 
tent and converted, and all or moli fruſtrated of their Deſipns. | 

'7 . 10. How grofly many have acted againlt all Humanity and Law, againſt 
[ God, againft that Reverence which is due to the King, and his own Ac- 
| And many other Things wi 1 occur in the enſujng Narratives. : 


30 The Confounit's- Fourth. Plea 


| 40 prevent Divine Wrath and Vengeance. 


Scope they aded, that have appeared moſt active in theſe Proceedings. | 


forming. 2.) For' ſeditious Preaching 'To the' tirft,” he pleaded © the 7 


I am not void of Senſe, as not to know what a tender Point I have in 
hand, and what Perſons are like to be provoked 3 but I do wriite to call 
them to Repentance, to move others to Compaſſion, and to give Warning 

to them that need it 3 and hſtly, to ſatisfy the. In-: 

See the Rev. Biſhop credulity of ſome of eminent place, that look upon 

of Cork, paz.79. the Reports of ſome of the Nonconformiſts as next. 

fo fabulous, aggravated, to make their Inflictors 

odious, and the'r Sufferings grievous. My Colle&ions ' are but few, in" 

compariſon-of whit others.may make, who have better Advantages. and 

Helps than I have. And if any Perſon ſhall reproach me, as diſhonouring | 

the Goverrment of the Church, let them know, ' (1.) The Things F 

write are not Fidions and Calumnies. (2.) Theſe Inftrumentsand the Go- ; 
vernment are not all one. (3). It is fit theſe Things ſhould be known, 


' Twight digeſt this Account into ſeveral Periods : Before the A of 
Uniformity came out, and after: before the AQ agiinſt Conventicles, and 
Oxford Fivc-Mile AQ, and after : tilt che King's Indulgence, and after, ! 
And alſo ſhew by what A&s the Diſſenters have ſuffered, and to what! 
ay 'And1 defire it may be noted, -That there hath been no reſpce? 

ewe 
3. To Menof approved Loyalty. * *- 

2. Nor to Men in Epiſcopal Ord: rs, 

3- Nor to their reading of the Common-Prayer. 

> Nor to the King's Declaration, before the Parliament did addreſs to, 
call it in. 

By all which it will clearly appear, what kind of 'Men,: and to what! 
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I begin with the famous Sufferings of Mr, Andrew Porſons, ReQor of 
Fem in Shropſhire, In Decemb, 1660, he 'was fetched from. his own. 
Houſe to Salop, by fix Souldiers, who pretended to have, but ſhewed no | 
Warrant. The Marſhal told him, he was his Priſoner; and next mor- 
ning brought him before the- Deputy-Liektenanir, who 'asked him, If bel 
would take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ?: he told them, Hr 
had taken them long ago, and would cheerfully tak them ag in, if. they required Y 
#5 and did fo, 2 

' They told him, Complaints were made againſt him, (1 ) For not Con) 2 


King's Declaration. 2dly 3 He defired the ſecond might be explained, Y 
and Particulars proved. They charged him with ſaying, There were mon: : 
Sins committed ( then) in one Month, than in #wenty Tears before < —_—_— 4 
t ence | 


-— 


g-  foz the Nonconfozmills. Zr 


I] thence, befides the Scandal. to the King's Government, that he accounted: 
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the Ring's Murther no Sin, which was committed. within that time, His 
Accuſers were then in Town, but appeared not 3 and he was diſcharged 
of his Imprifonment without Fees, and appointed to appear, when his 
Accuſers thould be ſummoned to apppear face to face, and was admoniſhed 
to conforms 

Exfter following, one of his worſt Enemics, by a FaGtion, was made 
Church-warden for the Year 1661, And among other things, he encou- 
raged the Profanation of the Lord's Day, aud oppoſed ay ancient Leure 
whica of courſe returned to that Town, -and-pro-ured a Letter from the 
Deputy: Liewtenants, to a Juſtice of Peace in the Pariſh, to hinder it. The 
lait Tuc{day in November, hearing no Bell ring, he went to know the 
Reaſon ; He found the Churcin-Doors lock'd againſt him, and that 
Church-warden owned it was his Aq, and told him he ſhould not go 
in, tho he told him he would preach himſelf. But by an Accident he 
gat in, ' tho . with difhculty, and ſome danger - and two Lequrers 
preached to a. great Auditory of Neighbour-Miniſters, and People; 
Next day he, the Preachers, and Miniſters that heard, were by the High- 
Conſiable ſummoned before the Depaty Lientenants ; He and one of the 
Preachers ( Mr. Lawrence ) were committed to Priſon, the reſt checked 
and diſmiſſed. After four days Mr Lawrence was releaſed 3 but Mr. Parſons 
was detaincd, upon pretence of other Matter, amounting to Sedition, cif 
not Treaſon. He could not obtain the Sight of the Articles, yet ob- 
tained leave to return tiome upon *ecurity, and limited not-to go above 


| five Miles from home, and to appear w:ien ſent for. In the mean time 
'% one of the Deputy. Lientenants told him, they could not reſt for his Adver- 
2 farics Importunity, who with nine more, and fome of thetn in Drink, - 
7 gave in Depoſitions againſt him. | 


Fan. 29. The Marſhal, with five Troopers, came galloping to his 


3 Door, ( where he met them ) entred-his H::uſe, ſhewed a Wiriant from 


Sir E. B., Commander in chiet of the Forces: in Salep, to bring 


7 him before him3 who told him, he had an Order from the Deputy to 
#Z commit him cloſe Priſoner, under the Marſhal's hand, for Things of a 
# bigh Nature, During ſix Weeks Impriſonm<nt, he uſcd all means to 0b- 
* tain a Copy of the Depolitionsz at the end of which fix Weeks, the 
Z Power of the Deputies expiring by the Ac for the Mzitiz, they reſolved 
Z tolcave him bound, and commit him, as Jukiices of the Peace, upon ſul- 
323 picion of Treafon, to the Common-Goal. | 


' March 3. on the ſame Day, came down a Letter fromthe Right-Honous | 


2 rable the Lord Newport, Lord-Licutenant, from London, which one that 
7 ſigned his Commicmcant intercepted, and kept from him ten days, and 


was 
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down a Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer out of the Crown-Office; with © 


ded to hold up his hand 3 the Indictment was read, and he required to 7 


TIndifment was read 3- which he did as before. 


32. The Confonniff's fourth Plea — | 
was afterwards brought bitn by a Friend of the Gentleman, which gave | 
Order for his Releaſe, fipon Security to return when ſent for : but he' was #3 
not releaſed. Re | AE pts A 

After cight welks ibode in the Common-Goal, the Lord N. brought : 


a ſpecial Order under the Seal-Manual, to the ſame Lord, and one of the © 
Juſtices in Ludlow, and cjght more Gentlemen, ( whereof three only were : 
preſent ) to try the ſaid A.P. Clerk, late of Wem. 6-Y 

May 28. the Commiſſion was cexcuted, the Jultice gave the Charge to : 


| this purpoſe ; A Miniſter was to be tried, all Presbyterian Minifters re- 


flc&ed upon, among whom Mr. Baxter was particularly narged. In the 
Afternoon the Grand-Inqueſt brought in their Bill. The Court was : 
guarded with Souldiersz Mr. Parſons was brought to the Bar, comman- * 


lead. 
, Before he pleaded, he, after much earneſineſ(s in deſiring, and ſeveral | 
Denials, was allowed- to ſpeak to the Court, which he did briefly, and as ' 
well as he could, being abuſed by word and deed, by a Sonldier that * 
ſtood by to daunt him. He bleſſed God, that at length he might. know | 
for what he was ſo long impriſoned 3 that it was a Privilege to be tricd 
by a Fecrof the Realm, whoſe Honour made up the defe& of an Oath ; | 
hoped the reſt of the Gentlemen, beiog Perſons of great Repute and Abili- 
ties, and was confident nothing ſhould be done but according to Law and 
Equity : He heard well of the Jury, and preſumed, they had the Con- * 
ſcience and Diſcretion to judg of his Proſecutors, as they found them : 
free from Malice, Partiality, and a bad Lite. : 
He craved a Copy of his Indi&ment, and Councel. He was earneſtly : 
commanded to pl:ad, or they would proceed againſt him as Mutez which © 
he did, firſt begging his Pleading might not be a Prejudice to him, as to - 
his Exceptions againii the Indiment ; which was promiſed. After which * 
he pleaded, Not guilty, and put himſclf upon God and his Country. ] 
He was commanded to hold up his hand a ſecond time, and another ,' 
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He was commanded a third.time to hold up his hand, and a third 
Tndifiment was read, which was only for Nonconformity, t6 which he pre- © 
ſently pleaded. | 2 

His learned Couneel firſt moved for Copies of the Indifiments, Copies : 
of the two latter were granted 3 but the firſt denied 3 but being read to | 
chem again, they took ſuch notice of it, that they were enabled to plead * 
0 it next morning, with great ſatisfaction, $4 | 


The |} 


hacie dvazme- grimed, butfiood, ee nao Gldom oatithers, 


oF Fad ther Bovittertdrntty, _ 133 
! The Matte? of the Indidmiene was 5:0 Nat having the Fear of ay Toe 
£ <2nd by the Iriſtjgation'ob the: Devil; agl'z' malicious Mind againſt the 
King and Government, to:bring/ his Peapls - into hatred of: is; Perſon - 
© and Governmer, did malicibuſly: preachy 08ob.:19, 166102 519% 1569 
- {+5 1; There was mavye pray noe grns to x #hoinb; than het Tearg' br 
<pzwenty Tears paſtor yd oy nw rt ovifieq ora malls 10 Bolanind om 
- *2; When there wite nie Judger and Kings vi Hrkch the Prople flared the 


© Lord "but when there were wicked Judges and Kings, they: rae —_ 


* war good in bis own" Tyes. £3bg&'q CO% Vent iins Ceblroyy 
We >There was better: Priaching.mw; thantwidfitiezither ihaſtles Tier. 
<4. That God will call 8 all toraccount': fir-oler Vou nd Proteftutionis, Tamiſ 


© 108 na&metbe Covenant. 0) 2 IA Io 2 baznTs blot av lotirendy own 


Theſe. Words were put in the Indi iAment, and. made to come under the 


;AR for the: Preſeryation of the iKing's Perſon? i! + /'f + 


The Words in the ſecond: Indiftment were: Thetia King, ho mnirien 


cont; Ely, endibes fe bis >Savkjete; land afterrbards by: Puovidency. becfltreth 


tleth bie Militia and thi having. made 


[ws vo tbineſif Sraig, 


beginneth to filay liif Pranks," dull ruteriat his eaflttey Hikgiia, Kingbar) Tpriont - 


Sa the ras 108 Men's Elbow, ey mgeee paſſeſion of _ Hhrorts and 
;then will playbis Tricks: - | 
But the Words ſpoken hs him were -e theſe, and in: 'his Notes and.ateeſied 
by four Mci-who'wrote after him, aridseddy td beveGifed by treedty more 
ready in Court 3 ſpeaking of the Power and 'Kingtlam of the Devil; which 


-he-got by deerres in wicked Mens Hearts 51 "It it with \the -Dovil; ar-with 2 
: King; who when: be'5s. ſat led in bis Dominias, hath diſpoſed of his' Militia, and 
Minifters of $1ate,' beimay dowbat be will.» Indeed ill this gr be may do 
«ſi by oy 5: Sa. S atbn, qoben be hath ance: put one the; Eyes of - b Ape, 


and ſoared it, and made theWill of bis Party, and Woyans the 
may wow ds whothand6r i id Sd qr 4 vt 1s * IN 2607 57 
It gtew late, ;and his Proſecutars were not. called cill the, next Hay ; 


'therelove he only aſſerted his Innocency, and Clearneſs of Caniſdience, 


tbat:he ſaid — _ his Loyalty.ipto ſuſpicion; or himſelf under 


-tbe Law: i; BuctJudg 'D yateethe Wards, 4t the omoſtiungharitable 


ConfiruRion, .at large) ad i: 6i.\Cantiencs, be aneant it of be 
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He pleaded, 'theTirne liwited in. the-A& was palt before indidc; and | 
other Argumerits, which his Connlel-did Jearnedly and rationally manage : 


(But the:Judg-told: them;:cbe Courtrwould: over-rule. |; Next day; he: was 


brought. to:theBoe, defirat bis Adverariesmighs be near.himy face to face; 


"The 
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.-;The:Jary:\bethgicalleib ed ;pdfs on >the Heil ment; he he nddvel he 
-mhight.ing ke peretnptory Challeriges i' the Judg anſwered; /tNo. /'1Of Sixty 


-£3pbti that wets aidi tabairenirned, tticre wero!buentheee or four of them 


that were called s .the.velt wire: privatelp ſent tas Phy livedtremote 
1GorbImgand fake could bog ahaNonge-withcauld, sFhe:Þrofeet?ors were 
nine, ' but moli of them were paſhve, -drawn in by th&:$ubtilfy;:oferetie 


»& uvchy wandBng:add hit Brother, \who ſwofedirely: thei :Words in the 


+ Indidpentzobut; miſſed .the-Timo:when he-fpake;- + Mr. Parſons 
denied the Words 3 and his Counlel pleaded, the Words were not crimi- 
na)..v vie frygringiinfiingedguwciefnry forth, and: prefently ' fergrned 

[hin], Gaal); 1adidbfol low hea tirudtions: tnoreVthan'ithe Evidence as 
one of themſelves told a Friend of Mr. P. And fo it: proved, 'as:bis Pro- 
- fecators habdpivatout. his” $535:10119 bat ads ning arnw bic'l7 5): 


Such another Jury paſt apmdreHccſaroni Indiement; of- Strangers, f not 


f- third Pare of \thom mentioned in:thet Return: od 7 257 147 +6 | 
InrheChmobredkrden and his Eretharbſwote inherhevy- Wotdek anti9a 
-Fhirit YWyndbbitewccptburiliterigefrome than: UNTANITE IOTAEES 
thdWordyand\nd.four ſubſtagriatWitnelſts; ah frat 
Wa Wotds eha fly ifzom His: Mouth; wwhdh het preachbd;0 Þ hefe, 
and twenty more, did aſſert the Truth in anotheryplate; 'whby vrre! _ 
:regardedtin xcho Coutroi rn: ods 9105 ang rd a2 gt ebio #11 3 


51M Cventd picaded73ThelWokis wer not: proved y/ and. if ts, | 


Aware der vl dit dheiA gy boo ww: i 300 bo gaidenyt £14100) ot rbeon 
v1: Pad ill bienly aNers hizsLioyatrys by:irhuntng; fevebatHagards 
of EGMe'36dt£ fate) When the King:pdMed! w Kinwy ire Moraghad; 


+ and:that Heofent a HovfſeantirArmbro rhe-Cheffer Buſintls'y beſides higogh- 


fam\Pryitts \for Aint ow oogetionsÞDrexchlag, ris Audvcrſagis being 
Judge» 2 50: karen bas int 1 NM ON gdaabem hos vi bans) rr 
But, as it was foretold, the Jury brought hinrinh: Gobi n: VE HIIIER, 
« 2 TRESentectivas,: forthe arfitndictmentbeiry/asctived! an- hundred 
«Powhes - G aun 1) bas ,yorDonnt 2d barre yieo ©: + 
hd like-for the ſeconds and tolicin/Prifintil) theiFines wete paid, 
0 :He wasbeforchis Conviction madennes neoxadlc of anplEcckfiattical Pr- 
»Cercheris. 31frer Sn;emeipatbhoanty nec! SRTHITE® j 
During the Trials many Incivilities paſt: A grave and reverend Migiſtdr 
of Shrewybary was finack-by © Souldicr op Dantxlund>beher godly 
: and reverend Midilers of che Chuntriiwcte Rorniihly,chraftiout of: _ 
'Gount ;{ and his Friends ity ToWnwurftinot de prefienb adlbis: (Vela) 1; Art 
« Fritnds dd Foy aorahudgh hedhoultd ute od 31 Rafi beamibont)rigy 1d 
 AﬀtevtieTrifutifke cblumucindyelires ModtbbirPrifonyeiitcheibort 
Newport, unknown to bim, prone the King's Pardon for his Fine. His 
Living 
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Livipg was preſently: ares. by ;\the - Changellar , of; Litebfels:: Anil: 
Poets the Greatnels of his Parſonage . made; him the more. gþnaxious 5 
for he told, Fhgmaln, open.Court,, that his Benchge - way. candemedd. long! 
; O, and, that 490 | Was bidd deg - for it by: a-(grcat Man in fy :+- 
E 7% of. which amounts by this time to. between;five and his houland 
Pun 8 

A Gentleman ws tried with him, for ſtabbing his own Servant, of 
which there was clear Proof, and. his Noſe tell a lcedinys in open Court, 
but was brought in, Not .gailty.. ;.. ; 

Ong of che Jury,, when, he had conſidered, what was Yone, cammelters! 
ward niuch deje:d to Mr. P. and told him, ,4he Eareman went! againſt; 
the Sence of the Major Part: He alſo: went tothe Judg, avd tpld him fo, 
whoreplied, he need not trouble himſclf about that, with other Words. 

. And this was the End af this great Malice and. Violence of ill Men. 

Let us obſerve A Mipiſies of. approved, ity, whocnengued: Life 
and Eſtate fog the Fin ;$ Religurations :2t: Wars. rapf;jn;Ghalrae, !ber 
comes often impri brought, like: a Traytor,,to holdup; his Hand,: 
which he had often lifted up to; God in,.Brayer. far-the- King 3 .the Courc 
graded with FIOapers, and pot the. Sberjits Meg, >ibis Friends and. Come: 
orters Were not ed;t9.fiapdcby him 3, ths Indi ments found, - a- 
gainſt better Evidence of better Auditors, even four that” write $45 mobs! 
HET Mt che cammon;Senſt eta. Jurymadle » And after allabls(loyl) 
Traitor ( for befarethe Trial,;:and ip itshls Words were. 45d140, amougt 
fo Treaſon) is uct Fined, committed till js, be paid; avg after three 
Months, the Fine remitted. And this formidable Trial was on part of 
the high Days; May 19: rinrbich other ha prevailed. with Goel caſee 
it,, JOKE, et s AByerſapishc had BO raener va Joyrisfs himwupen,. 36; 
but & Tera ing ok. higgQwaGonſgiqnse-)-vrohitgn » 17 35/1635 1 

This brings to,my mind; how.touchy;and 64ptious many Megji were, at 
deb and. Sermons intholp Days,..af- which [ auld igivefeveral In. 
pes one qmjnentConformiog Mipilicr, whodufſerebxay mach 
by, AER 07 24 ,Mt-94 zidh, 20 enjnyt ? 
06 290 Eminent and good Minificryiiwert ih @ught 
intg a oy [x ſons 3 andbeigngr;anbkely but theſhudg eight mean 
the] bas in Wore eine; of which an; Account. is: printed and 
abridged; by Mr. Care, 2d Pars of ahe; Hiſtyry,of the Popifh Plots. 3 2 ,* 

Was;it Ike that any.thing of &ccommoedatians, as Ugion gf our watut 
Fieahcs gould ggl NE Frorerinan og the: LO groundlelſs, 
koh batch 6X6 WAS Þ HA 9 k5$R qutdugh, Mcnap theft ?: Audi that! Polie 


55 FAA RISS Al of cheſs Mock Pork 50 give, colourta _ 
whic 


. PUOrEXCEIFI yo 


nd 0% 2 1 FIR 2 5-9 AAS 


" AAS" 4 ow 


\ 


Ar eee ix AS” ; 
366 The Conf0hnits Fautth Plea 


which afterwards they formed; - And ſome thought themſelves never well 

in; unteſs: ſome others might be eje&ed. ' Nonconformity was a Crime in. 
Mr. P, -before our AQof AUniformity came out, and whilſt the King*s De- 
clatation-dnly commende# rhe he of the ond Common-Praver-Book,” as 
far-as Men could "go; -afid-declared, no Man thould be punithed for Non- 

conformity. | rus 


. Mr. Fobn Whitlock,, Vicar of St. Mary's in Nottingham, after the King's 
Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs came forth, and before the AR of 
Uniforriry took'place, was'indied at the Sefſhons in Nottinghsm, for 
not reading Common-Prayer. © 
wly 2. He was cited into the Ecctcfaltical Court 3 and in caſe he ſhould 
refuſe to read Common-Prayer in the Surplice, in that Parifſh-Church, he 
ſhould - be - ſuſpended within © the - Archdeacoory of Nottingham, and his 
Church to be ſequeſired. | NE ES - 
* Mr.- Fobn Barver'was ſuſpended” the ſame time 'and Fuly 7. rhe Order 
of the Court/p:fled for the publication'of their Suſpenſion, for not obey- 
ing the Monition'of the Court. Upon the ſame day there was an Order 
of the Court for ſequeſiring the Profits, with this Expreſſion, Cum jam 
legitime vacat, '&* Curate caret. | Note, This was before the Suſpeniion 
was publiſhed: and denounced, and whilſt the King's' Declaration promi- 
NN 20920092575; 2103005 15000 need THEN : 
\ Tn the ſanitmanneriwas Mr. 'Fo; Barret indifQed;" '(aſpended. and his 
Church- ()St; Peter's ir Nottingham ) ſequelſired, and he forced to leave his 
Free- hold in which he livedi | 7 + + 4 2h | | 
C3) JIEC 1: 2:v0 454 Uh 0 TIICE Crib? + 


» July 26, 1662,"Mr, Wiliem'Reynoldt, 'Ecfturdr of St.'Mary's in Nor- 


3155 #4 


' tinglam, was iperemptorily inhibired Preaching, 'ahd'receivinganyP. ofits, 


and to appear at the Confiftory-Gonrt 'at Toth, Auguſt 8. fillowing 3 at 
which rime'no Articles were produced againfi him, yet he was ſafpended, 
and referred to the Viſitation, Septem: 9: following 3 at which he appeared, 
and received theſe Articles: *(t.)/No Man, by: the Laws and Confli- 
* tutions of this Res 1m, isto preach; and #dminiſteri the Sacramerits, un- 
6 Epifcopally ordamed:;” '(2:.)* NotwithBlatding' which, © he hath fo 
© done in the Pariſh of St. Mary Nottingham. (3.) About Fuly, he was 
© inhibited Preaching in St. m_ and in afiy other Place in the Diocefs 
© of York,, ( which was not in the Inhibition') and about Augaft was ſuſ- 
© pended. (4-) Yet once or morehe had preached there, ( which was 
not true; ). Heretufcd to give hisAnfwer under his Hand, becauſe” the 
Articles infringed the Act of Indemnity 5'for which he was admonifhed 
three times, immediately one after another, andthen excommunicated, 


D_ 
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Z by Dr. Burwell, Chancellor of Tork; and Septemb. 15. iſſued out his 
# Order for the publication of it, pripter ipfius manifeſtam contumaciam,. in 
7 non exhibendo reſponſa articuliss Hearing of a purpoſeto.take out the Writ 
Z De Excommwn. capiend. he was necetfitated to go. to Londwns . and upon 
> ſuggeſtion''in the Court of Common-Pleas, cf, the Violation of: the Act 
7 of Inditmnity, the Lord Chiet-Jultice Bridgman, and the other Judges, 
Z granted himan Order, Hilar, 14 In Eaſter Tam following, he was 
7 centtrained to London, . and to ttay there the whole Term, to ſee if 
7 Dr. B. would ſh:w Cauſe » but he nev.r appeared, and ſo Mr. R. heard 
* nomore of it, tho it was not taken off till the lat A of Indemvity.. All 


2} which wasa great Charge co Mr. Reynolds. 


* It is well known, what Endeavours were uſcd, to remove the Reve- 
7 rend and Learned Dr. Tuckney, from his Profeſſcsſhip of Divinity, and 
2 Maſterſhip of St. Fohn's in Cambridg, betimes, Anno 1660, before he 
Z came to the Trial of 'Nonconformity by Articles z which could not afk & 
zZ him, But a gracious Letter frum the King was procured, and ſubmir- 
Z red to by the ſaid Reverend Doctor 3 a Copy of which is as followeth, 


—_ 


Ms 


$ Heres we are credibly informed; that Dr. Anthony Tuckney, Mafter 
: of St. John's College, . and one of the Profeſſors of Divinity in our 
| Univerſity of Cambridg, i well flricken in Tears, and by reaſon of his Age, 
: and ſome Infirmities of Body, may not hereafter be ſo well able to undergo the 


© Burthen of thoſe two Placer,” We, ont of Our Princely Care, both of 'that Our 
3 Univerſity, 'and #be ſaid Dr. Tuckney, do judge it meet, that be the ſaid Dr. T. 
2 before the end of this inflant Fane, do recede from the aforeſaid Maſte-ſhip, and 
E Profeſſors Place, with the Refory of Surmmerſham, annexed thereunto by the 
3 Grace and Favour of Our R:yal Grandfather : Which Signification of Our 
} ſaid Pleaſure, if the ſaid Dr. T. ſpall ſubmit unto, We ſhall be ſo well- 


2 Pleaſed with that bis Submiſſion, that We ſhall graciouſly accept thereof, and will 
7 Be ready to remiember it- for bis Good, upon any juſt occafian, And further, ta- 
* king into'Omr Princely Conſideration, the great Pains and Diligence of tbe ſaid 
* Dotior, in the diſcharge of the ſaid Profeſſors Place, without that Benefit which 
# ſhould have been received by him from tbe ſaid Refory of Summcr{ham, ( which, 
7 during the late unhappy and rapaciou Times, was wijuſtly detained from bim } 


»pon that bis Submiſſion, Our Will and Pleaſure 4, and We do hereby order, 


7 That whatſoever Perſons, during the. natural Life of the faid Dr. T., ſhall after 
7 bis Ceſſion, be eleGed or promoted to uhe- ſaid Profeſſors Place, ſpall, before their 
bs reſpetiive Admiſſions thereunto, give ſufficiens Aſſurance in Law to the ſaid 


Ds, 
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Dr. T. ferthe Yearly Payment of 1c0 1. out of tbe Refory of Sunamerfham,! 
10 the ſaid-Dr. T. ( for the Reward of bis former Pains) by even and equal! 
Portions,” at four -uſual Feaſts of 'the Tear 3 i. ©. 'at the Nativity 'of. 'oxe_Lord| 
and $ auiour #jat the Annuntiation of tbe B, Virgin, the Birth of St, John Bap-i 
filt, and the Feuſt of Michael the Archangel: during: the Continuance of thr" 
ſaid Profeſſors, and the natural Life of the ſaid Dr. T.' any Grant or Statute. 
ta tbe. contrary notwithſtanding. — z 


Given at our Court at} By this Majeſty's Command, I 


EDW. NIGHOLAS, 


Whitehall, Fune I, 1 66 Is 


*"The Door received the 1001. per an. many Years, from his Succeſſor! 
in both his Places, Dr. Ganing, the now Lord Biſhop of Ely. ; 


-- Some went another way to work: againſt ſome' eminent and peaceable| 
Menin Oxford, as isto be ſcen in a forzed Letter ſent to Mr, Murtin, the! 
Town-Clerk, upon which ſome of . the Militia-Troops came co ſupprels} 
or prevent a Plot, made and laid by ſome more skilful in that Art, than} 
the Reverend Perſons named to be in it. .[_ Sce Care's 2d Part of the| 
Hiſtory of the Popiſh Plot, ao : 

Before 'the AF of: iformicy came out;: twenty of the Auditors of two 
ſober Miniſters, who preached at Beefton-Church in Nottinghem ſhire, were 
indiQed for a Conventicle. - | re 8 


'Mr. Oliver Heywood, \Minifter: of | Coley, .near Hellifex, way proſecuted 
ih the Confiſtory at York,, - for notirtading ;Common-Prayer, . a. whole, Year } 
before the AR vf Uniformiry commended, and\whilli bis: Majelly7s.De- 7 
claration granted an InduJgence 3 was\ſuſpended; frne 29. . 1662. am 
excomimunicated, and could not by any Interccfſion be: abſolved by. Dr. B. 
unleſs he would take an Oath, parendo jurri, & ftando mandatis Feclefin, | 
And going to hear Sermons at Halifax, Dr. H...delrred. bim to forbcar, | 
being an Excommunicate ; wnd atiColey one made? an Attempt: £9\.thrud | 
Him out of Charch, for the ſame: reaſon 3 and? T'wylvarpanceca Sunday! 
was demanded of him, for not coming to Church, during\this Exclufi-n. 5 
And at length a Writ came out 5-but the Bayliff who was to ſerye it;. fa» 3 
voured him ſo, much as to ſmother it, and ſo he c{caped the Priſors, - | 

Many-that werefixotigly inclined to Unity and Peace, and forbore to! 
conform as far as they could, 4n hopes of reforming. ſome. Things,. and 7 
lcaving Things mot ſcrupled, at laſt indifferent, were urged by. war 2 

erſons 3 


ys 
I 
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© Perſons with Conformity, -before the new. Law was made 5 and 'firange 
erfbam,Þ Informatians'and-Reports were raiſed againſt worthy Men, and occafion 
d_ equal) taken from their ſcrupling ſome Things, to repreſent :them as unpeace- 
ww Lord) able, ang} unksfor Union 3,8nd; as if they.,werechatching new Milchiets, 
n-Bap-# which their Squls 3bhorred,! firifter Laws; mull be made. on'ipurpole, not 
e of the”? ( ag it proved) fos:ithe Publick, Good, bucprivate Turnss. 7 if 7 

Statute} We may not forget who were 'very forward in' ſuppreffing LeQures, 


2 2nd diffſolving thoſe Combinations which  had' for many: Years preſerved 
Z:he Truths of God freſh jo; the, Minds of Multicudes of People,which other- 
; 7 wile had been loſt,or in danger 3 in unſecled Times, kept Minitteri catheir 
Studies; Love, avd Akcquaintance aniang,theim, and: were manzged with- 
L 4 $, 3 oyt offence, onhjndeance taobr. National Settlement. Some. of -the:Sup- 
2 prefſors were Gentlemeniin. Power, and, meer Tools in other'Mens:hands, 
cceſſor}} and theſe lifined to falſe Reports of Whilperers and Tale-bearers3 or: ele 
# they were Parſavs'of ungodfy Lives; ſuch asproſecuted Mr. Parfonr; jgng- 
Z apt and dchauched-Perfars, that ierved theis Luſis, oo 
ceableB.., [Two fuch were: Enemies! to the! Reverend Mrs Barret 'at Nattingbam. 
n, the One preſented the Book of. Common-Prayer: to: him, a Whoremonger, 
pprelsJ caft out of the Town-Council, leaving his own Wife to work for her Li- 
thanſ® ving, or ſhift as ſhe could for her ſelf, he took'another Man's Wife away 
of the with him a great way off, and kept her ſcveral Years. _ Another Perſon, 
$ who was. to:teltify thatithe Book: was.'tendred:1to; hirh, iwas'an  Artruyney, 
f two lf who afterwards dlirred an Adverſary;of the faid:Mn. Barret: toxput a forget 
wereft Bond of 4904, for Now-payment of 208 [:. in Suit againſt him.” And 
| 4 that Mr. Barret might not have. Remedy in Chancay, he: was prefented 
, + Bi the ſpiritual Court, where-it had ſoon come to''in Excommunication, 
cuted 3. had he nog yemoved ont.of the Dioce(s, »into Litchſie/d-Diocels.; And'that 
Year Z Acturney, ,wben,the Commiſſioners. fate vpon [the matcer. df: the- Bond, 
$.Dc- 7 fearcd.to, gene out of Doors,: being then-in Debr, (tho arlanded Nan, 
. al and likely: 49 have Aouriſhed in the World. ) | I . JI 
Dr. B.Z Theſe,. nd ſuch as theſe; were the: formard 'Men-to bring' good Men. 
lefie, } into Trouble, and were ſooner heard than better Men, till they became 
rbear, Þ diſcomgreds jo tht) oft bag ing Jo ed5 im bog ong au iny woH 

thraf 7} It is clear, that Nonconformity was notthe obly Cauſe of -our Breaches 
inday # end Miſcries, , but a-Spirit of Diviſion from God, and DifafteQian to his 
_ # Servants, and Peace with: Godlinels. fg | ay 
i 


3 


4 9 T 


3 Mr. Bennet, of Whitweek, ini Leiceſterſhire, gives this: Account under his 
| - .; | hand, among many other:Troubles; :' There came Letters from the Daltc 
re to'F of NC. rclating a;Plot:;in:Torkyſhize, ito the Deputy-Licucenants in Eek 
. and 7 6gferſpire, whe: eupon the Lord — and other Depurics, ent the Conttable 
plent F. + to 
rſ(0ns 3 
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to fetch Mr. B. before then, 'and told him, they conteived it neceſſary tof 


* when the reſt were releaſcd, he was detained a while, upon pretence 'of! 


40 The Confozmiſes fvurth]lea 


ſecurehim, as fuſpeccd of the Plot, - He told them, His -Lord{hip was? 

© the firſt Man he heard ſpeak of the Plot, and being Treafon, I multi, ſaid; 
© he, and Lwill reveal it: 1 know nothing but - what I have from - you, 

* and I muſt make it known. His Lordſhip drew out Letters and Papers, 
which he ſaid were from the D. of N. and other Lords, to ſhew him;- 
but he Gid, he would ſec no Papers which did concern any Plot. The. 
next day he went to the Earl of Stamford, and diſcovered what he heard: 
from the Loxd -—-, who diſcovered it to other <2 1 Arr gognd ; and: | 
fo Mr. Beanet ckaped that Snare, - ' o : 
; Upon ſuch Informations ( againſt the Ejedted) Party?) Je is lice, the 
-King and Council ſent down Letters, -to:demand' Security of the: \Peact | ; 
from ſach Perſons as they ſuſpeed : Upon which pretence, Mr. Benne.. 
-was, with other Miniſters, taken, and clapt in Priſon :at Leiceſter 3 but! 
they were after a Time zeleaſed. Among whom was Dr. Hen. Witkinſd,: 
of Magdolen-Hall i in Oxon, a Perſon of that great:Openneſs and Integrity; 
of Heart, that no Man-can'believe him a Party in any itl Defign: but® 


keeping a Conventicle with his Fellow-Priſoners, to whom he' preached? 
oc Lord's-Day in the Priſon. , 


_ Aﬀerthe Actof Uniformity took place, it is impoſ ble to relate the | 
Number of their Sufferings, 2nd great Trials, withHardſhips upon theirf 
Perſons, Eſtates, and Families, by uncomfortable Separations, Diſperſrl 
ons, Uaſcttlement and Removes, Diſgraces, Reproaches, Impriſonments, : ; 
chargeable Journeys, Expenccs in Law, tedious Sickneſſes, and uncurable® 
- Diſeaſes, ending in Death . great Difquietments and- Frights to their: 
Wives and Families, and their doleful:EffgAs upon them 3 and inall-Con-' ; 
ditions, various Appearances of Divine Providence, - great Supports, va; 
rious Deliverances, and firong Reſolutions, with a clear fatisfaQion of: 
- "op as fo the Cauſe of their Sullrings, are impertieHy to: be ob- : 
exv 9 
How various are the degreees of Light, and the Didtes of Confend L 
even: iti good; wiſe, and ſelf-ſcarching Men, and that even in a diviſion] 
.of Judgment and PraRtice! The tirſt Caule is, differenc degrees of Light,” 
and means of attaining Knowledg. Some are more deep ayd quick; ſear-" 
ching and induſtrious, have better means and opportunities of knowing! 
ome can take in a greater Latitude of Circumſtances, and can compare\! 
Circumſtances, and the Thir,;s . themſelves, ! and judg of the: Good and; 
Evil. : I do-ndt now tak: notice-of the'Biaſſes 'of Education, Prejudices, ; 
Prcpolſeſſious, and Paiſfions of. Mep, nor the Influence of the World upon? 
—_ 


cient, 
liviſion!? 
Light,” 
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Men? 


therein : 


% 
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Mens Alterations- And the true Reaſon of Reſolution and Peace, which 


Men have in theſe different ways, is their Sincerity, and firi& Ob- 
ſervance of their own Light and Judgment, and the Purity of their 
Motives. ? 

And from hence ariſes a Neceſlity / of performing ſeveral Duties 3 ſuch 
as, Let ws not judg one another, but forbear one another in Love, Let us 
humbly acknowledg the ImperfeRjon of our own Underftandings. We 
have not all Knowledg 3 we know not other Mcns Reaſons, 'Thoughts, 
and Hearts: We ſhould amicably confer when we meet, and hold our 
Candle to ſhew them the Way, when we think theirs is out 3 (this is to 
be underfiood of doubtful Things, -and not clear Scripture Matters of 
Faith and Worſhip.) Ir ſhould teach us Long-ſuffering, and to mortify 
our Paftions, and tie up our Tongues and Hands from Perſecution : Better 
my Hand be cut off, than that I firetch it out to rike any Man' that is 
approved of God, for ſuch Things wherein he approves himſelf unto him. 

Let us take our Diviſions to Heart; and think the Sufferings of our 
Brethren in this Life ſufficient, and too much, and ſpare to condemn them 
te Hell, as Hypocrites, and evil Workers. There are ſome Conformiſts 


within my knowledg, that I am confident would never have conformed, 


unleſs they had thought it had been their Duty 3 and they have Peace 
They were not drawn in by Preferments, nor driven in by 


Neceflity- - 154 3.51 
” There are and have been Nonconformiſts, that are as - clear in heir 


Nonconformity. | 

I was well acquainted with one, and I never was acquainted with a 
more loyal, fincere, holy Man. After many Diſgraces, and ſharp Trials, 
eſpecially to. a generous. gentee] Spirit, .in England, he went beyond Sea, 


_ andin a terrible Storm at Sea; which broke into the- Ship, 'he asked: his 
own Soul, If he. could die in and for that Cauſe of! his:Sufferings,; :and 


leaving his Native Country, to preach in a ſtrange Land? His Conſci- 
ence gave him a plain aud full Anſwer, when ready, as he. thought, to 
leave his Body and dear Relations in a deep Sea« . After! his \Return,. he 
told me this and:other Paſſages, with a mott:ſincere. Profeſſion;; That he 
had nothing to doin this World butto ferve Chriſt, nor anything to ſeek 


Þue-Chriſt3 ' with whoml belicve he is, and with him: will appear, as one 


that ſhall-judg the World. Sadie 
- ,; Did that eehinently Icarned and excellent Mr. Foſeph Allen, in or after 


his many-lnpriſchments, - terrible Convulfions, and daily Self-examinati- 
ons, re&hl-from his: Reaſons for. Nonconformity ? . He , was certainly. ſo 
clear and refolved in this, that in his latt Confli& wich the Devil, three 


hours before his Death, Satan did 'not attempt him there : but this is re- 
; G membred 
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membred of him, — T care not #0 be longer in this ( dirty ) World; than either 
ty Maſter bath doing or ſuff:ring-Wark, for mes were that done, farewel t0 
Earth. .  Pag. 90. of his Lite. BE | 
It was thought he would conform, till he ſaw what Aﬀent and: Con- 
ſerit was required. Another worthy Perſon, 'Mr. Foſeph Baker of Worceſter, 


did read the Service, but went out, and on his Death-Bed faid, He could 


have done any thing: but Go. 


Take a fourth Teſtimony, that able Scholar and Minifter, Mr. Fobn | 


Thompſon, on his Death-Bed, in a Chamber over a naſty Privy, ( which 
was conceived to annoy him, into a Fever ) in the Common-Goal at Breſtol, 
told his Friends that were about himz As for my Bonds, T bleſs God for 
them; and if I bad known when I came in, that I ſhould die here, I would 
have done no otherwiſe than T have done. | 

Many more ſuch Profeſſions of SatisfaQion might be gathered, but I 
muſt not be tedious. Neither were theſe the confident Sayings of fancy. 
ful Men, but rational. The firti of theſe four debated the Caſe with one 
of the greateſt Biſhops in this Age3 and was more ſatisfied-in bis Difſent, 
fince he diſcourſed the Points. And the laſt offered to difpute the whoke 
Cafe with the Biſhop, and others that fiood by, with this Caution, Tolle 


Legem, & fiat Certomen » which was moſt difingenutouſly confirued by ſome. 


of them thus, That he would have the Laws removed, and fight it over 
again 5 3s it is in the Reply to the Briftol Narrative, printed, Azno 3675. 
And'no leſs preparation of Mind could tarry them through all. kinds of 
Afictions and Sufferings, except Exile, and the Ax, or a 'more igno- 
mninious Death. E's AT | [7 
The Right Reverend Biſhop of Cork, can hardly believe the Erethren to 
be ſo paor as they are ſaid to be. But cah they-chuſe but :be poor? 1If 
you confideritheir Number, +their Charge, their (mall Time of: engoying 
their Livings,” the ſmall} Number of the rich and wealthy: that. do :own 
them, ſo fax as to be their Patrons or BenefaQtors; the great Loffes of 
eheir beſt Friends by the Fire of London, [Decay of Trades and, beſides 
the lopg Taxes that tay upon them;in;-common with others, many of therh 
Have been great Suifferers. in: their. own Eſtates: | Some Congregatibny 
having <nough to do to 1afford a finalk!Maintenance: to their iovrw Mani 
ſters 3 and hiving many occafibns to:exhanit th:m, to help- them our: of 
Prifons, to maintain them in Priſons, and many other ways:conftant Ex 
pence and Charge. Belides theſe Conliderations, a 'few Arguments are 
convincing. 1 read in-#he- Lite of: that 'Gentlewoman, of argreat Mind 
and Contrivance, Mrs. Baxter, :what his preſerit Circumſtances: #re, and 
what rcduced him into them. - How frugal and parſimonious that wiſe 
and good Man, Mr. Fo.'Corbet, was, that he-might have to communicate 
Won eb ; | co 
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to them that were in wang! And the good Sums of Money which that 
great Example and Truſtee of. Charity, Mr. Tho, Goxge, Hath given our of 
his own Purſe, to ſome good Men in exigence 3 beſt ies ſome private Col- * 
lections, which have been made for {ome good Men,,: of deſerved: Note. > 
Twenty or forty Poynd is.a gocd Collecion3. butalas:) how little'a way + 
will it go! how ſoon ipent-in a Family! and ſuch Collections muii not ! 
come often about... The, Reverend Vr. B. tells us, his Wife engaged to 
procure a Manof Note 20 4. but it fell ſo ſhort, that ſhe, to make good . 
her charitable Undertaking, paid 12 1. out of her own Purſe. . Theſe are 
next to Demonſirations.. And I doubtnot, but Mr Baxter can name the. 
Men, that live upon little more than brown Bread and Water.. :I have: 
heard of ſome in Cumberland, that have but eight or ten Pounds per an. 
to keep'a Family 3 fo tiat a piece of Fleſh hath-not come to one ot - their 
Tables in fix Weeks time their Allowance could ſcarce affo:d them Bread 
and Cheeſe. One of them went to Plow fix days, -and preached the 


. Lord's Day : - And Mr. O.W. in the Weſt. Country, was forced to cut 


Tobicco for his Livelihood Thoſe Juſtices of Peace, that have for ma- 
ny Years bcen zealous in that part of their Office, know the Poverty of 
the Preachers, by their iſſuing out Warrants upon ſome of the Hearers, 
becauſe of the Poverty of the Preachers, Out of reſpeR to the Worth 
and Modeliy of ſome of them, I forbear their Names. | 


Thoſe two worthy Brethren, and Fellow-Labourers, Mr. Reynolds, and 
Mr. Whitlock, of Nottingham, in Ofob. 1662. removed out of the Vica- 
rage-Houſe, where they and their Families lived together, as they.have al- 
ways done, and went to Colwick-Hall, which proved very unhealthful to - 
moſt in both their Families 3 were ( Septemb. 1663.) both ſeized at their 
Meeting,and brought to Nottinghem by Souldiers, and with others indi&ed 
at the Afſſizes, where they came-off, paying a ſmall Fine. Angaft 20. 
1665. at ſeven of the Clock in the Morning, being Lord's Day, one of 
the Deputy-Licutenants-ſent three Souldiers to ſeize them, who brought 
them to Nottingham, where, by an Order, (nothing being ſaid to them). 
they were ſent to the Marſhal's, where they were detained Priſoners, no 


. Charge given againſt them, nor ever called to appear, till Ooh. 13. . 


following, at which time they were by the D. Licutenants ſetat Liberty, 
giving Bond to appear at fix days warning, at any time before next Aſhe: 
7eS 3 but they never heard more of then ; | | | 
It was thought that Impriſonment (.on the Five-Mile At ) was the 
Cauſeof a fifteen Weeks: Sickneſs to Mr. Reynolds :r: Before he: : was ves. 
covered out of it, they were conſtrained to remove their ' Dwellings, 
March 25. 1666. and for three months were.conſirained to live from their. 
| G 2 _ Families, 


The Confoxniff's Fourth Plea 
Families, before they could meet with a convenient Dwelling, which was 


Night, and cagly in the Morning, out of publick Time, and yet were in- 
dicted twice fr Conventicles, were often ditiurbed; and once Mr, Rey- 
nolds was (cized, the Officers breaking open the Door by force, who 
brought him before the Mayor, and would have indicted him upon the 


Five-Mile AQ: But he was diſmiſſed, making it to appear, he was upon 


his Journey to Cambridg. | 
+ Mr. Joſeph Truman, ( well known by ſeveral well-ſludied Treatiſes in 


Divinity) was often indiced, and once ſued to an Outhwry, 'which' 


was vety chargeable to him. 


A. brief Narrative of the Sufferings* and Impriſonneent of Mr. Francis 
Bamptield, Minifter-of Sherburn #n Dotſetſhire. k 


»'T 


TheTown of Sherburn, by long, and earneſt Sollicitations, obtained 
Mr. Bamfield to ſuccced that loyal and reverend, very pions Divine, Mr. W:#.: 


Leyford, moved thereunto by the experience and knuwledg of his Loyalty, 
(in a confiant afferting the Royal Cauſe in all Changes,and ſuffering for it) 
as of his eminent Abilities, Being utterly unſatisfied in his Confcience 
with the Conditions of Conformity, he took his leave of his forrowful 
and weeping Congregation, the Lord's Day before St. Bartholomew, 1662. 
In a ſhort time after he removed to another Houfe in Town. Septemb. 19. 
following. As he was, after his wonted manner, before he came to Sher- 
burn, in Family-Duty, and Exerciſe upon 1 Theff. 5. 6, 7. ( whence he ob- 


ſerved, Fhat way which the Devil and his Iaftruments hinder Grace, ' 
God will wiſely over-rule to further it, ) and divers of: his Neighbours 


with him, intent upon the Duty, one S.''with other ' Souldiers, re- 
quired him in the King's Name to be filent, and with the reſt to depart the 
Room. This. S. was neither of a ſober [nor baſhiul Temper, bu-ſqua-/ 


- - 


conſternation, ſpeaking a Word in'a Breath. 


red for ſuch a Service, yet could not utter his Command without much: 


| Before this, two Deputy-Lieutenants had -been conſulted, to know if 
fach an Exercife as: Mr. Bawfieldaſed were contriry to Law,'but without ' 


any Anſwer from them, oneT. an Apothecary, came with: $. and ſaid he 
had-a Warrant' fromthe Deputy-Lieutenants, to ſerve upon Mr. Banfield, 
and Mr. Philips, his Aſſiſtant, (a very worthy Preacher )- and ten more 
of the chiefelt df his Auditors then preſeiit 5 and thereupon took thelt two 


worthy Minilters,' and above twenty tive: more,” to Priſon, in-the Houfe of 


the Provoſt. Marſhal, where'they all 'continued Priſoners till Wednefday 
Night following, ſepazating the Preachers from' the People... 
: | OR In 


fiftcen or 3H Miles diſtant from Nottingham. They preached in the / 
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* Tn this Priſon, about twenty two of, this Company, -whereof. one:was 
; very old; had but one Room to them all, and hut one Bed in it, for five 
# Days ſv" Nights. -. But the Priſoners turned theis Prifon- Chamber into a 
4 Chappel,/ andfpent their Time, like-an holy. Prigfthodd, ; in' praying,. re- 
# peating Sermons, and finging Pſalms, Saturday, about; ſeven or. eight 
Z of the Clock, Leave being obtained, the Priſoners came'' together, (TI 
3 ſuppoſe by that time they had more Rooms allowed them )- and while one 
Z of them was'in Prayer, the Souldiers brake: into the Room, and: ſpake 
{ aloud, calling him Rogue, and bidding him make an exid 5 lad vary upoB 
= him, and forced :the reſt of the Priſoners. away. 
7 . On the Lord's Day, after one denial, Ms. Banfield hag leave: " preach 
2 to the Priſoners. Many of the Town deſixed to be preſent, and ſome ob- 
7 tained leave of the Souldiers, (paying a Fee of Entrance )-to go in, but 
2 were thruſt out again after they had paid.their Money. -- Some-got into a 
# Backſide, and. heard, and were threatned with Writs for the Treſpaſs, by 
7 the Qwner af-it, whoſe Wife gave them leave 3 and SatisfaQion; of. tow 
@ times the value was offered him for the Treſpaſs. 
* One Evening the Souldiers would needs ſhew fome Devotion. and he 
2 he that read the Service, came to Lighten our Darkneſs, one .of them, think- 
2 ing it had beev a Pſalm.fet up a Tune'to ſing : So-unskilful were:theſe Men 
# in the Form of their.own Devotion, being þetter at hindring obnerd, 
7 than performing themſelves the Worſhip of God. 
? The Lord's Day at Night, the Miniters and-Prifoners had leave to come 
- Z together, and Mr. Philips to preach 3 but whilſt he was in Prayes before 
3 Sermon, the Souldiers came violently in, and took away. his Chairs and 
: diſturbed:the Exerciſes and ſo they had no Sexmon, ,-:! 
., Upon Wedneſday: follbwing; four or five of the Deputy-Licutenants 
z met, and called Mr. Banifie/@ before them firſt, then Mr, Philips, and after- 
+ wards the reſt of the Priſoncrs. Sir }.S. of Par. was inthe Chair, (who 
+ could come into Conteſt with Mr. Bawfield in point of Loyalty, in txying 
7 Times, it ſeeins-) -+ Mr. Bamfield. owned he. was worſhipping God:in his 
$ Family, his-Dooss open; and that divers of his Neighbaurs came in. 
3 Many were: tht Miſchicts imputed totheir hcaring and: withdrawing, tho- 
Z not one thing was charged to be in the--Prayer or Preaching, tending to 
2 Sedition,or otherwiſe peccants however, cauſe or no cauſe, the Chairman, 
declared the Exerciſe did tend to Sedition, and required Sureties for the 
Good-BRehaviour, and Appearapce at: the: next; Athzes, which he: did 
And the; ſame: was: required, and given by Mr, A and wm reſi wh 
z *he Prifongrs. 


 . | ; While 
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46 The -Confomnitt's "Fourth JPlea 
- "While- they: were in Prifon,. divers that brought Proviſionis: for. their 
Pelends, were not permitted: | Some who came.to viſit their 'Friends in 
Priſonz-wvere impriſoned with them ;' | Some” had: the.:Pravifions: taken 
frons rhe atid the Souldicrs made: rmerry with: it. -Some>were tain: to | 
_ <carty Meat: micheir Hat Crowns, ehat-ir might:not be ſeen-. Some were | 
violently: handled; and kicked down Stairs. - | 
Some of the Priſoners had been Sonldiers for the King i in the wars. A: 
Thouſsnd Pounds Security was 'offered- for one of them, who: had been | 
a Souldier for the-King, that he might'go home to: his Wife, who lay in 
at his Houſe, a little way from the MarſhaPs' Houſe. : The Sitter of ano-! 
ther, [( a'Souldier for the King ifi the Wars) was violently uſed 3 and the } 
ViRuals'carvicd for her Brother, was taken from her. 
[The Priſoners paid double Fees, to the Juſtices Clerks for wc | 
and to the 'Provoſt-Marſhal, the ſame' Gentlemen being both. Deputy-; 
Licutenants and Juſtices : They paid* for the Souldicrs: Attendance. to! 
guard them 3 that'is, to hw them, and abuſc: their Erizads, as > you 
heard before. | 


Mr. Foſbus Kirby, Þ Preacher of the LeQure at IW akefield, founded by the 
Lady ( ambden, (50 |, per an,) fetled there by the Company of Mercers, 
London, 'was cjeted, -1662. but continued preaching in his own Houle, 
on the LeQure-Day, till a Leurer was ſetled in publick. Atrter the LeQure} 
was ſupplied, he was wont to preach in his own Houſe on the Lord's} 
Day Evening, after his hearing in the Pariſh-Charch, except when he was! 
hindrxed, to avoid Warrants, and Writs, De Excommun. cap. or Impriſon- 
ment- In the latter endof- 1665, he was forced by the Five-Mile Akt to® 
leave his Houſe and Family, and travel abroad; to his great Inconveni- ® 
enceand Trouble, and of his Family, till he cook a Licenſe from his Ma-Þ 
jely to preach, 1672, | 

He was once committed for Negle&, Contempts, rebellious and inſo-} 
lene Diſobedience- to the Laws; (in preaching in -his own: Houſe, which | 
is not contrary-to that A of Uniformity, -upon which they- proceeded | 
with him,) for three Months, Novewib; 21. 1662, by five Juſtices of the! 
Peace. But to avoid: this, he travelled abroad, till the Mittimi was out £ 
of date. Feb. 20, following, 1662, another Mittimws is made, to carry ; 
him to the Common-Goal at Tork, during three Months. He was ta-} 
ken, aud ſent accordingly, and remained-a cloſe Priſoner, never going 
out of the ſaid Goal, paying 10-5. a Week for Chamber ms _—_ as the 
Goaler teliihed. 
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Auguſt 26, 1664, after the Conventicle-A& came out, being the 
Lord's Day, as he was coming from Church, he was taken by the Bayliff 
of Wakefield, and was not permitted to goto Church in the Afternoon 3 
and after two or. three, Nights {tay at his, Houſe, was again ſent tb the Goal 
in Tork-Caftle, for three Months. © LH ET 

After his coming home from Tork, other Warrants were prepared for 
him, in which are theſe Words : $7 By NYT LY 

* Whereas, &c. divers SeQaries, and diſloyal Perſons, as we are in- 
© formed, to the Terror of the King's Liege People, do notoriouſly, impu- 
© dently, and ſeditiouſly meet in the Houſe of the ſaid F. K. a Schiſmati- 
*cal Nonconformiſt, under colour and pretence of Religious Exerciſe, in 
© other manner than is alowed by the Liturgy and PraQice of the Church of 
© England, — The (aid F.K. doth traduce and revile the King, and the 
*Church, — diſturb the Peace, and turmoil the Nation in new-Combuſti- 
© ons and Confuſions, &c. | 460 25 

This Mr. Foſ. Kirby did conſtantly frequent the Church, whiltt he was 


permitted, preached with leaſt: Offence, and avoided/al} appearance of Op- 


poſition 3 and, in the Time of the'Uſurpation,'was a conſtant and loyal 
Afertor of the Royal Intereſt, infomuch that he fuffered for his Forward- 
neſs therein; But Preaching in other manner than is allowed by the Licur- 
gy and PraQice, ( what are thoſe kinds of Religious Exerciſe, that are 
diſallowed bythe Liturgy ? )''ts a Crime, that hathi Blackneſs enough in' it 
to deface his Loyalty. £240 

Tt is remarkable, he was ſent by another Mittimus to Goal to Tork-Caſlle 3 
but they who made it, were ſo exact and careful as to mil-date it, and to 
make the Time of going in, to be the Time of his coming out 3 and the 
Goaler obſerving, it, refuſed to receive him, and fo he'eſcaped that time. 
Bitt the Confiable that went with him, with that wiſe Mittimuw, was ib | 
civil and courteous to him, that he defired him, that he would be pleaſed 
to take his Lodging there, till he ſhould go back ro Wakefiel4 for another 
Mittimus, What an officious Officer was this, to be willing to take the 
pains to fetch another Mittimws,, asking nothing of Mr. Kirby, but to bear 
his Charges! *1 _ taken with the Kindneſs of this honeti Conſta- 
ble, .that'would fave Mr. Kirby a Journey himſelf, toifetch- a better Mezti- 


To ſend Minifiers' to the Common-Goal, isnot much to their Honour; 
but to ſend any tothe Houſe of Correction, is toſend them whither Gen» 
tlemen are feldom ſent, think. But to ſhew how Noncooformilts have 
been pong Kemp YToduce 2 Picce of a Copy of 'a Mittimus, made to 
fend 4 Miniſter t6'the Houſe of Corre@ion, I will conceal his Name,” ex- 


ccpt't had his Leave,” im honour to him. Fl 
ds | Urgus 
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- -. TheConwnnid's foiitth Plea 


Burgus de Leeds. 
To the Maſter of the Houſe of Corre&ion. 


WW” berewithall ſend you the Body of —— who ſtands acenſed, before ww, 
; for that he and others, above the Namber of five Perſons, and above the! 
Age of ſixteen Tears, did depart from the Places of their ſeveral Habitations,. 
and upon Jan. 21. inſtant, in tbe Night time Aſſemble, under pretence of jnining 
in Religious Worſhip. — And refuſing to give their Recognizances, with Sure-. 
#:er, to. anſwer the Premiſes, and to be of Good-Behaviour. Theſe an 
therefore to will and command you, That the body of ——-— you receive, and" 
bim in your ſafe Cuſtody keep, until be ſhall enter into Recognizance, &c. zill! 


B 


the next General Seſſions, &c, | ; 
Here, was indeed a Warrant. (ſuch as it was.) But another Miniſter, 
( whoſe Name conceal, to. avoid Offence, and for Shame ) was at Noon-! 
day, by oral Command of a L. put in the Town-Stocks, in his own! 
Pariſh, to the great Grief and Trouble of his People, ( whoſe Miniſter 
he had been thirteen Years, ele&ed by them, and preſented by the Jaw-! 
ful. Patron to his, Living ) where he continued. for the: ſpace of two! 
Hours. ET wield 7 


Anno 1669, Mr. O. Heywood, Miniſter of Coley, near Hallifax, was de-: 
fired to preach near ya 4 on thoſe Words, Walk worthy of God, But: 
the Mayor of Leeds, ( whoſe Name I will not publiſh, becauſe he repen- : 
ted of his Raſhneſs and Incivility,) hearing of it, ſcat Officers to, difturb : 
the Meeting; who did it effeQually, wiſh: rudeneſs, - who brought him to; 
the Mayor, who treated him like a Fury, holding up his hand: as tho he + 
would firike him, and ſpeaking Language unfit froma Magiſtrate to a Mi- © 
nilter, and threatning to proſecute him to the uttermolt, ſaying, Have | 
not you been once in our Hands already? No, Sir, (faid Mr. H.) I never: 
was in-Priſon, but once for the. King, in Sir.George Baoth's Riſing, The } 
more ſhame for you now, quoth Mr. Mayor, cannot you reade, Fear God, aud © 
Honour the King In ſhort, he was carried away with Lanthorns: to the /; 
Common-Goal, called Capsn-Hall, and there purt'.into.a , Room like, a 
Swine-Sty, having nothingin it but Heaps of Straw- .. But the Goalcr Þ 
was ſo civil, as to bave- his Lodging cleanſed, and frefh Straw brought for #3 
him, and co ſuffer a;Bed to,be brought . in for him. by his Friends 3 - and ? 
leaving him ſome Conveniences, but diſarming him of. his Knife, . he 
1 3 courteouſly # 


courteoully- left him! to-his Refi, | which was .difturbed! by Dogs and Cats 
fghting in the 'Rooin: below - him, &«c.: Next day Mr. Mayor ſent for 
him, would have had him given Bond :for the Behaviour, and fell into 
another perplexity, difirated between his own Spirit, and the Spirit of 
them t2at:made him theirdafirumenc, ſaying, What ſhall I do? I am put 
in this place 3. I would do forthe beft, and would willingly diſmiſs Mr. H. 
butI; fear I ſha be called into queſtion for it, and brought. into danger 
for it. But ſome wiſc Men and - Friends promiſed to interpoſe between 
bim and Danger, and ſo he became exceeding courteous to Mr. H, freely 
diſmiſſed him, telling him, it was pity the Church ſhould loſe his Gifts, 
and other kind Diſcourſe, —— But he: and thirty ſix. were tined at 'the 
next Seſſions, and himſelf put into the Ecclefialtical Court .for the ſame 
Fault. * BE Veep-5f | #2 


Mr, R. Smith, Miniſter of VVb. $. in Somerſet, to which he:had a legal 
Title, wasforced out:;by the Violence and-Power of a Popiſh Family, in 
April, 1662, (before: the AR of Uniformity came out ): | Thence he 
removed to Dynnington, where he had ſome Efiate 'of his own: 
whence he was conlirained, for Peace and Quietneſs, to remove to Chard, 
to be out of the way of one who had informed, that he had been inci- 
ting the People to Rebellion, when in truth he was two days abroad, as a 
Phytician to divers Families, and the Forger of the Information lee it fall. 
When the Oxford Akt came out, in his Circumſiances he could remove no 
whither but to his Eſiate at Dynnington, where he: had not been many 
Months, but his former: Enemy, and ſome- Confederates, wrought him 
great Troubles, of which one was a Proſecution in the Eccleſiaſtical Court 
atVVells, He was a fourth time conſtrained to remove, and not only to 
leaves but to ſell his Eſtate, and to avoid' Troubles, to: remove into the 
remote Parts of Devon. 4 yordr 


Mr. Fox, Recor of D.B.- in Stafford-ſpire, after Auguſt 24. was put 
upon a new Way to maintain his Wife, and tive ſmall Children 3 and upon 
the Advice of Friends, hc was encouraged to fſettle-in.a Corporation near 
to him, where by his Pen, andihelp of Relations,rhe: had a comfortable 
Livelihood, antil the Oxford Act, which forced chim to remove, and to 
rent a Farm in Derby-ſhire. | FRE 


Mr, Chantry, Miniſter of V/Veeford in the ſame County, was necellitated,by 
the ſame Ade of Corporations, to remove with his Wite and. four.Children 
into another Country, to take a Faxm upon ai Rack-Rent; ! His. Family.in- 
crealing, he could not.afford to keep: either _ or::Maid; cbut was:forced 

to 
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to Jabour hard, and'farc hard, and witly Labour and*Thrifo could:not'pap 
his Rent, but ranin Debt, to his great: Frouble and: AﬀMiiQion, yer lives 
upon ic ill, having eight Children. pr oro apy 


\ 


Mr. Maynard, an aged Minifien, of North-Tlmuton in Devos,. was carried | 
bt fore one Juſtice G. ( without:any refpect to''Age or Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion.) - Mr. Maynard was threatnedito be ſent to the Wouk-Hbuſe.: where 
( faid the Juſtice ) you ſhall hear better Preaching 3 and further, You, Mays 
nard, who made you a Preacher? He replied, he was of old, Epiſcopally | 
ordained :. To whom the Juftice anſweren;: I hear you-teach Children to Y 
fack in Rebellion: you onght:to be baniſhed: he- Realm, and' if you revurn, t 6 
be cut aſunder. > ledif £5 L ©.411 211 11 25k #3 

This ſame Juſtice is ſuſpeed-to be Popiſh, by his Words at Cholmleigh, 
at a Privy-Scffions, declaring, The Nonconformiſts deſerved to he executed, as 
well, if not” better, than the Traiterows Feſits: that were excconed at Tyourn, 2 

Two Miniſters licenſed by the King, . were informed: againfi for preack- 5 
ing in Licenſcd Places, -and were brought beforethe Juttice, ab the Belt tm * 
Cholmleigh, who adjourned 'to the Church Yard;:where he charged them 
with the Breach ot) the.Statute of 22 of Cay. 2. The Minifters pleaded, 
there wasi no Proc, that the Religious: Exerciles were: in other manner 
than according to. the Licurgy:-: It is no matter, ſaid he, for the-Law. for» 
bids-thei'afembling'of more than che Family, They pleaded their Licer- 
ecs from: the Secretary of: State. |. 'Aftes' about two hours pleadiiig'in the 
open Ar; tothe:hazard:of their Healths, ( bave-headed,” *tis-fuppofed) 
he fired the- Preachers 204. apiece, the Houſe 4c 4 for: two Meetings; 
and faid toone of: the Preachers, pleading the: King's De. laration,, bas 
do you tell me-of @ wbinfical iÞeolaration ? Andi the -other Preacher: ten- 
dring himbis Licenſe, he-refuſed co. lcok upon'ity; and faid} It may be 'gk 
old Almanack for any thing Thknow. $65 iT £2326% 334 


Mr. Hoey Rootz. Miniſfter-at Sowerby, near» Hullifuxy, was' forcibly taken 
out of his: own Fiouſe, 1663, by virtue of a! Mietimus, upon a Significa= 
vit by three Baylifs,: who broke the inner Door off a Room where he was; 
Hurrying-himwfaltes ciran tris ON/Ape cpuldibear,mt ſulfe: ing; him to take 
as much asa:Coac} novia:Sraff; nov Mogey in his Rue; ' nor toireceive the 
Salutations of his Daughter-in-Law, who ran intoi\the way to meet! him; 
nor to ride upon a Horſe, which anvther Reverend Minitier that rode and 
overtook higy on foot, lent hith to ride upon," withoor le: ding the Horſe 
by the Bridle 3+ So he alightedj and went on. foot'iro( HfallFfax, and:ithence 
to 'JorhpCalile; Prifontr-toviinee omits After 3: 1ime, he wis again 
tcae-Brifonce:tb che fame Place tor fig Months 4 butoche! Jultices: inders 
(+? - | lianding 
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ftzndjpg that the Commitment was contrary to Law, he was at three 
Months end. diſcharged. Yet a third time he was ſent. to Tork:Calile, by 
Sir 7.4. ſhewing no Cauſe; till further Order, where he (continued Pri- 
ſoner, ,cloſc ſhut up in a little. Room, .and not ſo much & his Wife per- 
mitted to come to him, no, not ſo near him as into the. Caſtile,  toknow 
if he were ſick or well, alive or dead, till his'Soniby fome means procured 
Liberty for his Mother to ſce his Father, but was not permitted to take 
part of his Lodging with him: And at length aFavour was procured for 
: him, to be removed out of the Caltle mto the Cicy. -| Bet ween both Pla- 
K ces he continued near a whole Year... Here;s@ long kmpriſonmtnt 3 but 
| you ſhall hear of more Troubles upon his _”—" | | 


Mr. Timothy Rot, Miniſter of Sowerby- Bridg Chappel, in Tork-ſhire, ſor 
: preaching afte: Huguſt 24. 1662, till he was (atished'to conform, -ur the 
i: Congregation provided for,' was;by Sir; F. 4. andix*Mr.1C.: ſent: £0 :Jork- 


x Calile, ( his Wife lying in of her ali Chiid ) for three: Monthis:: In 41 666, 


he was ſent to Goal again for no mater of FaR, till further Qrder. Ac 
' which time the D, of T. came to.Tork, and it ,was (aid, he would dif- 
charge Fim, and many others 3 but he did not. Shortly after the Duke 
ot Buckingham canue to Tork,, and findingno matterof Fad againſt any of 

_ them, Silcharged then, upon Bond for the Good-Behaviour, fn 
When the Five-Mil. At came forth, Mr, Root 'was forced to leave his 
Habitation and Family, and Farm which he had taken, to his great Loſs, 
and his Wite ready to: lie in, and to abide at his Father-ia-Law's, whi- 
ther alſo his Wite and Family came, when;ſhe could go abroad, and there 
conti:ucd, til'.goingito Lanceſhire, to yifit ſorae-Relations, he was in- 
dicted by a DoGor, who -itturb*d him. as he was preaching in a Chappel, 
upon the delire of his Faiends: But the Doctor miſtook his Name, and fo 
he eſcaped. And the Perſons indicted with him did traverſe the Indid- 
ment, and coming before Judg Littleton. at Lancaſter, the Judg worthily 
declared, If we made publick, Places, where the Bell was tolled, to be riotous Af= 
ſemblies,they would preſently caxſe atl People ts-turn Papiſts, Some tive Months 
after Mr. 2 was invited top ach at the ſame Chappel, being vacant, for 
which he was indiced again for a Riot, which proved chargeable to him. 
Auguſt 1670. he was delired by ſomeFriends at Leeds, to preach at Shad- 
well Cnappel one Lord's Day, the Place being deſtitute, Whilti the Cons 
gregation was finging a Pſalm, came the Lord $; of H. Mr. C. &c. and 
twenty four Troopers, with ſome Bayliffs 3 he was drawn outof | the Pul- 
pit, into the Chappel-Yard, where he was -atraid of his Lite, becauſe of 
the trampling of their Horſes, ( and-now alio his Wite lay in of a fourth 
Child, ) He cricd to them to keep off their Horſesz he was in their 
H 3 hands, 
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hands, and they in God's: InGod's bands, ſaid the Lord, no, thou art 


in the Devils hands. His Pockets were ſearched, and a Receit was found, * 


which had his Namein-it 3 which he confeſling, they make a Mittimus, 
to carry him to York;Goal, where he was kept up clofe Priſoner in a Chame 
ber, whither the: Under-Goaler came, and told him, Except he would 
give them 20 1. he ſhould bc loaden with double Irons, and caſt into the 
Low Goal, among the Thieves, He put them off as well as he could 
without Money 3 but after fourteen Days Conftinement to his Chamber, 
he was brought forth, - and double Irons were laid upon him, heavier than 
any of the Thieves, whoſe Co-priſoner he was' like to be. The Goaler 
locked the inner Door in the Day-time, and would not permit him the Li- 
berty of the Thieves, to walk in the Cafile-Yard, to take the Air 3 nor a 
Bed-ſicad to be ſet up, but he laid a Bed, which he got, upon Straw. On 


| the Lord's Day following he would have preached tothe Thieves, and 


other Prifoners,-ſianding only at the Holes where the Priſoners begged : 
But whilſiche was at Payer, the Under-Goaler 'came with a Command 
from the Head-Goaler, for him to defift, But when he had thus lain 
about four'or five Days and Nights, two Juſtices in the Welt, Capt. B. 
and Mr. T.: ſent a Certificate for him to Mr. C. upon which he was re- 


eaſed, yet not-without being bound to appear at the next Aſſizes at Tork 3 


where waiting all the 'Time of the Afſizes, and nothing coming in againſt 
him; he was tnally diſcharged from that Trouble, which was very char- 
geable to his Purſe, hazardous to his Wife, vexatious to his Friends, and 
3gnominious ina highdegree. He was four times indicted in ſeveral Þ1a- 
ccs, and pur'to very great- Charges of Journeys, Traveiſes, Certiorar?s, 
Fees, 'and Removes : : He was thrice thrown' into the Common-Goal at 
York , and once laid in double Irons, cloie ſhut up'3 not favoured to lie 
like a Man upon a borrowed Bed 3 not permitted on a Lord's Day to 
preach to the Priſoners: And all this for preaching, neither Sedition nor 
Hercſy, upon Invitation, and where there was great need. 


Mr. Nathan Heywood, of Ormskirk' in; the © County of Lancafter, was 
wont to go frequently to hear the Service on the Week-Days 3 and tor all 
that, a firict Command was ſent to hirn, (by: Warrant ſent to the Church- 
warden ) and to two Gentlewomen, both Protettavts, and to them alone, 
to come to Church-Secrvice, or elſe they ſh'1uld be proceeded againſt upon 
the Acts of Q. Eliz. and K. Fames. He pleaded, that hc had the King's 
Licence to.preach at Chappels. - The Juſiice not ſatisfied with this, ſcnt 
out his Warrants for Twelve-pence a Sunday, althoy he ſaw Mr. Heywood 
preſent at Common-Prayer, upon occafion of a Funeral. The next day 
after he recalled his Warrants, turiing it into Jeſt, asif he intended only 


the 


Z Uſher of Holland read Prayers that day, 'and ſoon 
* fiable and Overſeers of Scarsbrick; came to the Desk, clapt a Warrant' oa 
* his Shoulder, and. harged him to go with them to J.ltice E. who threat- 
7 ned him witha Priſon, and under-hand bad him go. home.. The Juliice 
{ continued to give d fturbance to Mr. H. almolt evcry Day, til December 


| * fv the Nonconfounifs. 
the Quakers, but blottcd out the Names-of two notable Papiſts, pre- 


fented to' him. + | 

Fan, 4. 1673, the Juſtice himſelf intended to break up the-Aﬀſembly at 
Scarsbrick Chappel, but was diſcovered, being croſſed and hindred in his 
coming, by notable Providences, and being diſcovered, Mr. H. forbore 


' Preaching. When the Juſtice came, finding himſelt diſappointed, he 


was in a great Rage, and drove the People out of the Chappel- Yard and 
Chappel, and bad them depart 3 and in his way home . again, he called 
upon a Contiable ( a- Papitt ) charging him to go to the. Chappel, and 
keep poſſeſſion of it till four of the Clockz which the Conſtable did, ta- 
king other Papiſts to his Help, who all made merry in the Chappel, and 


; - ſmoaked Tobacco, and kept out Proteſtants from the Worſhip: of God. 


Fan. 27. The Juſtice, in a Letter to a great Lady,” whoſe Chappel ir 
was, declared, That he intended to have been there himſelf, hearing the 
Liturgy would be read there 3 but: being indiſpoſed, he could not come, 
defiring her to do her ſ{c]f the Honour to break up.the Meeting which was 
to be there: Butſhe thought it a greater Honour to encourage Mr. H.. to 
preach, and the People to hear. His Servant ftaid Sermon, as well as 
Service, and told his Maſter what. was done, accotding to his Command 3 
and ſaid, to his diſpleaſure, he never heard a better :Sexmon, and defared. 


him to ſend him thither as often as he pleaſed. ©» ; 
A Lawyer, and a Parliament-Man, adviſed the Lady to have: the Li- 


; turgy read in her Chappel, and the Juſtice could not touch them : * Which 


was done, and for all that he ſent out Warrants to levy the Fine upon the 
Hearers, and ſent ſeveral times Officers to take Namesz and March 8. 


* fent a Threatning to Mr, Heywood, he would come. and 'pull him out of 
2 the Pulpit by the Ears 5 and ſent a Wazrant to diftrain Forty Pounds upon 
* his Goods, for a ſccond Offence. Ms. H. was appoineed to meet the 
: Juſtice at Leverpool, but initead of a good Underſtanding, he groſly abuſed 
| him, threatned to ſend him to Priſon on the Five-Mile AQ, and faid. o> 


penly, The King had no Power to grant Licences to Jo March 29. an 
ter he began, the Con- 


following 3 and upon Decemb. 19. ſent out his Warrant upon the Five- 
Mile AQ, becauſe he dwelt within three Miles of Ormekirk,, where he had 


| been Minitier. And on the Lord's Day, Decemb. 20. there came three 
# Men ( fuch as they were ) from Sir R. B. and him, about eleven of the 
E Clock, while Mr. H, was in his Prayer before Sermon, walking up and 


down 
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lown while Prayer was ended 3 then Rigby, one of.tham, came up'to che 
Pulpit, and faiJ, Sir, you are or Priſoner, come down, and go along with as. 
Mr. # defired them to:'torbear till he hzd preached, and then he would 

} ſubmit; but. Righy held his Piſtol to Mr. H:*s 
This is the Commen- Head, and ſzid, Ged-damn-ne, come down, Sirrah 

Prayer of theſe kind of or 1 will crack your Pate, Mr. H. delired him to 
Reformers, wſed more bemore civil 3 ſuch Language was uatfit for that 
than the Liturgy. Place, Then the Lady, who with her 'Children } 

[47% . and Servants ftod at the Pulpit-door, required | 
him to ſhew his Warrant, and told him, She might;keep a Chaplain 3 and # 
if he had no Authority but Guns, ſh: had Guns in the Hoyle too. He *® 
ſhewcd a written Warrant, which was o'xyed: And the next day, the © 
old Lady Stanley, and two Deputy-Licutenants, and (cvral Gent]:men, # 
came and appeared for Mr. H. His living within three Miles of his for- | 
mer Place,and preaching, being a Noncontornik, were:uwged againli him: Þ 
He defended himſelf with Argument, and ict could not be.proved, thatche Þ 
lived within three Miles: But the Thing tnfatied upon was, That he ſhould 
promiſe to preach no more. Several Juices tiovod for him 3 and one 
told his Proſecutors, It Mr. H. were tent <0 Lancafter- Goel, ke ſhould be 
as comfortably maintained, and as honourably releaſed, as ever Prifoner 
was. At which the Proſecutor went off che Bench in a Rage, and went 
home, and (ent his Warrants to ditirazo for Twenty Pounds upon his | 
Goods : The Doors were kept (hut for half a Year, and the Officers were 
often chidden, ( who alledged they had no Power to break open Doors ) © 
becruſe they. did not get in, when they ſaw his Chilcrea playing in the | 
Streets daily. His Perſon was kept fram Goal, and his Goods trom Di- | 
fire(s, but his Spirit could not be preſerved from great Grict 3 for ic was || 
heard to (ay, a litile betore he died, I think this trerning out of our Licenſed 
Places will cofk., Mr. Yates and me our Lives, O this goes heavily ! Our caſting 
ont of our great Places, was not ſo much as cafting us ont of our little Places, 


Teave the conſidering Reader to his Obſervations, which.are obvious 
only we plainly ſec, to what uſe the Laws are applied, and by whom 
executed. | 

Here, as before, is to be ſeen the Irreverence which ſome Men cx- 
prefſed towards his Majeliy's Power and Declaration 5 and to them 4 will 
add one more Inftance of it: And becauſe it was fo notorious, as to be 
brought before the King and Council, I need not be fo ſhie to relate it) 
neither do | produce it as an Evidence of Difloyalty to the King, which The 
will not impeach, nor ot Zeal for the Laws, as of an Antipathy again{t{$91 
{ome religious Things and Perſuns. : 
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F” Mt. Som: Dovghop had: the King's Licenſe to preach in his own Houſe, 
ur Aſhby dela-Zoxch,. was convicted: by the Lord B, and'Lord $, Forty 
Pounds were kevieS& uppn-him, twenty Ponnds for his Houſe, and twenty 
Pounds for preaching'in-#; He' made his Appeal to the Quarter-Scſhons, 
pleaded his Licenfe from the King, 'thet' there was neither Sedition, nor 
Breacn of 'Peace 3i\butHefonnd no Relief. Afterwards he complained to 
the King and Councitz the:Lords' were ſent for up to Council > The 
King was. graciouſty plcafed ro give him his part, but he could nevee 

ct. it; | 

. The Lofſesiby Noneonformity were very great; as being the Loſs of a 


” Getled Subfiience 3 but the' Lols "y the Five- Mile Act was far greater, in 
 manyrefpecs,. torhe-pooy ejected: Minitters, and their Families. 


8 Mr. Fohn Mott, Miniſter of Kings- —_ near Litchfit!/d, was ſepara 
: = ted from his People, from whom good Preterment, with the Urgency of 
| Friends, could not allare him.  Atrer St. Barrholomer, he took 2 Farnt of 


Sruty Pounds: pro'en; in the faid Parith; on which he lived handfomly fout 
Fears, and ws @ good! Tenant, © Butbehold what a Cyime it is to be ' 
Nonconformili' He was: threatned, and: ſued by a Gentleman tn the 
Parith: and one of his Eandlords turned: againtt him, ſaying, It was not 
fit a Reb<F againttthe King ſhovld live fo near: the-Church: And'another 


| ofrchem, orthe Gre; after he had made him a Promife: to fez] him a Leafs 
© for: fixcceen Years, as'{o0rr ag he returned from Londin; at: Loxdin let the 
Z Efiate ro another, at the very ſame Rent, only-he had a Watch in Earneſt 
i of the Bargair 3 which Bargain flood; and the new Tenant turned: out 
# Mr. Mott, and his Fami'y, to his great Lofs, and at once' was forced to 
8 kave the Place where his Relations lived; himfelf was born, and had been 


a painful-Minifter, A&frer this, he was accommodated with a-part of his. 
Wive's Mother's Houſe in- Stafford, where he lived in avery afflicted, trou- 
bleſom Condition, frowned upon by: the Magiſtrates, ( regulated Magi- 
ſtrates could do no kfs ) threatning him with 2a Prifon, ( for the bold Of 
fence of living in a Corporation, when he could live no-where elle. ) 
When his Wite was big with Child, (of her ſixth ) he was' committed 


tothe MarſhaPs hand, becauſe he would'not give in Bond, wherein He was 


required torenbunce the Covenant; ( no: doubt that Bond was drawn - by 
the Advice of Counſel learned in-the Law, or rather-d:d not the Arbitrary 


Spinit a@ in- thoſe-Counſels?)- and further threatned to be fent'to Trebury 


Caſtle, tobe ſafe there, But he was at about a Fortnight's end dit 
rgedz. when Reaforr and govd Nature advifed* together, only paying 
Is Fees, and the Charges of the Houſe, - After» this; . the- Corporations 
Ac came out 3 and what Malice without Law could not do before, mn 

aw 
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Law gratified the Malice of them, that thought a Cbrporatidn:could rot 
be ſate, whilit one Nonconformitt was in it. He -was then forced from 
his Wife and Children, came to them ſometimes privatelyz and if for 
many Years he appeared openly, Information was-preſeatly given to the 
Magilirates, and he brought . betore;the Mayor, and gommanded to be 
gone, or (tay in Priſon. - Once he was brought before the Deputy- Licute- 
nants ;- ſome told him ( ſrange News ) that he'was in a Plot: but he 
was diſmifſcd, upon his Promiſe of App:arance whenever required. So 
vigilant was the Eyes of ſome upon him, or ſevere was their InſpeRion, 
that he hardly durſt attend the Funeralof his own Ghild, or ſtay to com- 
fort his Wife under her Motherly Grief, occaftoned by that :Lofs. Theſe 
\ Troubles, and Ceſſation from his former Work and Butine(s, did affet bim |} 
into a Decay of Health, and Opprectlion of Spirits, that it haſtned kis Death, 
as is verily believed. | x 


Mr. Tho. Bakewell, ReQor of Rollefton, and afterwards LeQurer of Burton 
upon Trent, in the County of Stafford, was ſuſpended by B, H. for preaching 
in his own Houſe, and was taken by a Warrant, togeiher with. Mr. Ford, 
C an eminent Miniſter, as he is ſaid to be) his then Auditor, and brought 
before Sir who demanded Sureties for the Behaviour. Mr. B. 
asked, it Preaching was a Breachof the Behaviour? The Juſtice ſaid, It 
was: Then ſaid they both, We will give no Bond againſt Preaching, | 
Upon which they were impriſoned ten Weeks, and 1cleaſed without. any | 
Impofition ( of Bonds or Security.) . br 76 

After the Oxford Ad, he left his Wife and Family at Burton, and kept | 
away for many Months, till he ſaw the Edg of his Adverſaries abate, | 
preaching and ſhifting from Houſe to Houle, When the King's Decla-3 
zation came out,he was invited to preach eight Miles off 3 and to keep him-} 
ſelf from the Officers, that had Warrants againſt him and the People, they 
congregated in Lanes, and wooddy Places: But the Huntſmen ſent their 
Dogs after them, fromjplace to place, and took Names, and informed, 
and Diſirefles were madc, for Perſons, but not for the Common on which 
they met, not being known to be in any Pariſh, | 

It is obſerved, That all one Summer, which was wet, they were not 
wet with Rain, while they met, inſcmuch that the Country-People aid, 
They can have fair Weather to keep their Conventicles, when others could 
not get fair Weather to gct in their Harveſt, He was contined to hi 
own Houſe, as a Priſoner, not daring to go forth without great: circ 
JpeRion, for ſome Years; and by ſirange Providences, like Athanafiw 
eſcaped great Dangers, and narrow Searches | | 


Mr 


Mr. Tho. Jolie, Miniſter of 4/tham, upon his EjeQion,broke up Houſe, 
and with.chree ſmall-Childreh, was put-to wander for a conſiderable time, 
without: any certain Dwelling- Place. , When he was a Sojourner at Healy, 
Oftob g.: 1563; .hewwas ſeized: upon by a Lieutenants and three Souldi- 
ers, in arude manner, was ſet on Horſeback behind one of them, not 
permitted to draw On his Boots, nor put on. his Hati: Theſe carried him 
£0 Burnley, and committed him fo a Guard, He was examined about keep- 
ing Meetings, which could not be proved 3. but yet he muſt find Sureties 
for the Behaviour : and,as if that was too little, he mult be ſent out of his 
Country. When he was at Family-Duty, in a. Houſe-to which.he: was 
committed by a Colonel, a Captain' came in boyfierauſly, pretending it 
was a Conventicle, and with ſome Words of. Blaſphemy; plucked the Bi- 
ble out of his hand, and drew him to the Court of Guaard, -where he muſt 
fit all Night, inſulted over, and was not ſuffered to lie down till towards 
Day, when he was permitted to lie on- 2 |little;moiſt. Straw. + He was, 
contrary tothe Order of a Juſtice of Peace, and; without-the Command 
of the-Colonel, fent away on the Lord's Day, in extreme Rain; to Skippoy: © 
in Tork-fhire, and there lay under the Marſhal's hand, - till ſenx back; becauſe 


| the Officers there knew not to what-purpoſe, or for, what Cauſe he 'was 


committed, Mm W W | 

-- Novemb, 4. 1663. he was taken Priſoner by three Troopers, -not ſhew- 
og him any Warrant or Order, and not telling -him-whither they would 
have him, but carried him to York, and put him under the Marſhal's hand, 
who lodged him in a cold Room, without Fire, in the depth of Winter 3 
and no Crime objected to him there : after a great Expence, and Hazard 
of his Life, he was ſent home in Peace. rg 

Feb. 12. 1664, he was taken at a Meeting by the ſame Captain 3 his 

Souldiers brake down the Doors by his Command. - When the Captain 
came in among them, his Courage failed him, and his Countenance fell; 
ſo that he went away, and leſt Mr. . to his Souldiers, one of whom (W.) 
raged againſt him in vile and bloody Expreflions : - Soon after which, he, 
and another Souldier were taken away by Death, in a terrible manner, 


' He and others were carried betore two Juſtices, who ſent him to Lancaſter 


Goal, where he continued the full Time appointed by the tirfi Act againit 
Conventisles. A 
After his Releaſe, he was again ( Novemb. 23. 1665+) ſeized, by Order 

from the Lord Lieutenant and Deputies, and by them turned over to the 
Juſtices, to give Bond for the Behavior, or tobe ſent to Goal 3 but Juſtice 
Rigby confeſſed it was without Precedent, and therefore ſent him home, 
upon promile to ſurrender himſelf, it he _=_ for him within A 

| | ter 


_ 
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After the Fjve-Mile A came out, he was ſeparated from: his Friends, 
and fbicxd to\keave hisown Eſtate; and put to concivual: Night-Travels, 
co! enjoy: Divine” Ordinances, for many Years, 'by which -he' concracted 
Biſeaſcsy :to the danger of his Life. - Being vpon-a time taken Preaching, 
tbr. which a Warraorof Baniſhment, forthe rhird: Offence; i was ſent: out 

int him!/s but itimifcarried;,” ahd hox({caped. er Ha8m Sb gn 20 
c, ' Aprib 25.1669, he wes'taken by Captain — -— and+his'Man, who 
brought him- before ſome Diputy-Licutenants, who ſent him to Lancafter 
Goal for fix Months; for preaching within tive Miles of Altham, where - 

he had been Miniſters 5 <7 00) £99) nll? i UG PU OL 2, 3 
.. *In:Ottbber,” he wds fhedifor Forty* Pound, 'upon the Five-Mile Adt, by - 
the fait: Captain:Nt iwhich Suit evlt Mr. Fo about Eighty Pounds, - 
- _ Detemb. 5. following. & Warrant of -the Behaviour was. ferved' upon 
Mer. F. for. (ashe ſaith). fulhfling bis Miniſtry, in feeding his Flock, ac- 
cording to his folemm Vow:rnade at his Ordination. 
.-- About June14.' 1674, befors he knew his' Licenſe from-the King. 
'wasotit, he was'taken preaching? in one of Hhis- licenſed. Places, by Cap- 
6jfy:N. who-commanded him-tb- come down; or he: would piſtol hit, . 
(twtding his Pilol-at bim- in the Pulpit.) and ſwearing blafphemouſy, 
and calling him ſhamefully. Afﬀtey-the Captain had detained him as a Pri- 
ſoner, (being made a Jultice) he ſent forth a Warrant to diftrain Twenty 
Pounds upon ane} tbe Goods 3 and becauſe his Goods were removed out 
of the way, 'he:ifent; out two Warrants, to-diftrain upon two of his- 
Hearers 3 'which Goods of: theirs Mr. 7, redecmed,. becauſe taken inſtead 
of his.. Another. Warrant: was ſent! out for Twenty Pounds for the 
Houſe, The whole: of the Fines for that Mecting-came to about Forty © 
four Pounds, which was all imbezclled; without paying to the King his 
part; or-giving-to the Poor theirs, fave only one Forty. -Shillings. The. 
'King did-graciouſly remit to'the Sufferers his pare 3 but the Captain would 
not cbey- the Order of: the Lord Treaſurer: Yet this is for the King, 
The fame is known to be true of a Juſtice in Lancaſhire, 

About Novemb. 7. 1678. Mr. F. with ſeveral other Diſſenting Prote- 
Hants, were preſented among the. Plotting Papiſts: They- made: their 
Appearance, and defired their Buſineſs might be put off till the next Seffi- 
ons, which the Juſtice granted, becauſe the Parliament had the Caſe of. 
Diſſenters before them ; Yet the Clerk of- the. Peace returned himand the: 

. reſt into-the Exchequer, thereby ( as . he faith.) cheating them out of 
their Liberty.of Traverſe, This was chargeable to: him. beſides the Se- 
queliretion of- two parts of his -Eftate, which he looked for, when he. 
wrotethe ſhort Narrative of his-great Sufferings. - | 


There 


 . a2 the Nonconfozmids, Ay 

N.. B.. Some have expoſed ſome of the Nonconformiſis to Jealouſy and 
Sufferings; as being confederate with Jeſuits, or maintaining a Copreſpon- 
dency and Intereit with them. but this Nonconformilt TED ſuch 
Friendſhip from that Party ; For Mr. , of Dryſembaugh, -a great .Papift 
- Inthis Pariſh, charged his Steward, a Papiſt alſo, to ſhut him out of Lango 
Chappel, where he was Lord of the Soil. His Adverſaries were great In- 
timates with the Popiſh Gentry, which are numerous in that County 53 and 
ſome of his Adverſaries had been profeſſed Papilſts a while before. ' 

There are miny.very remarkable Inſtances.of God's Providence towards 
him, and of the. inſattable Malice of very ill Meg againſt bim with the 
Divine Hand ſtxetched out againſt ſeveral of his Pexlecutors. -.* .. ' 

Two Captains, Gentlemen, and an Enſign. hindred him -to preach, or 
commend his People to God, before. Auguſt 24. 1662. after thirtcen Yeaus 
+» Iabouring among his People.. He withdrew,..and gave.-way.to. their Vio- 
lence, leaving this Admonition with one. of the Gentlemea,: | This. is. nat 
the way to turn the Wrath of Gag: from your Hoafe, which hath Jang lain 
aj - .but to bring zt on to the ttermoſt. The, Gentleman anſwered, 
Be it ſo. ' I I \ | Eee] PV. Th 

Their Carrjage towards Mr. Folie was an Offence and great Griet tp 
the Country.. _ nao! -witlialdiies owns dined; 39 

* One of the three Excluders of him died in the purſuit of his moſt de- 
bauchcd Practices, with ungxpreſhble-Horrors, .. oY, on 
* © Soon after. another .of them, whom he had warned: as, before, died 
( having ſeep his Male Ifue .rooted out before ) by. his own. hands, by a 
Relapſe. into. exceſhye Drinking, after, a little Recovery. , His Diſcale ap- 
prehended "Ye asjf he bad, betn ſtruck with a Rod upan, his Az, |... 


x *Y \ WF 


' Anorher, ( but, nob-ops of .the three). violent. Proſecutor died gn. great 
Poyerty and Dilgrace. , | Os TE CW 
'* A younger Brother, and next Heir to: the admoniſhed Gentleman, was 
the Cauſe of Mr, 7.'s Apprechenſjon, April 25. 166g, wha not bring well, 
would needs hayc his Chamber-Wiodow. in ; 4, H..;,opened to, {ee Mr. F. 
carricd by a Priſoner 3 but ſuch an Air came in at the, Window,upon; him, 
that he tooko fl A d ſoon affer died, without any;male Ifſue; Andfaith 
the good Man, Lg j grapt the third Brother may take warning. - . + 
. Another Gentleman, that ſeat Mr. F. Priſoner to Lancafter, was ſhort- 
ly after.made a Priſoner, and all his Eſtate in Lancaſter ſciz:d upon for Debt, 
.One F, a Retainer to Capt. N, and;an Ipfirument. ig.the Proſecution, a 
drunken and debauched Fellow, after a Revelling-Bout -at, the Ab., in 17, 
was taken or ſmitten with an jgſatiable Thirit, 1infomuch that two days 
after he lay down and drunk at the River, to. quench his Thirſt, upon 


which a Stitch took him, and killed him preſently, = 
ah I 2 About 
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About the latter end'of 1677, Mr. R, a Juſtice, met at a Privy-Seſlions, 


at which one of the Juſtices asked, Who Mr. F, was ? , Another anſwer- 


<d;' He is a Miuitter: No, faid Mr. R. heis' an Enemy of Chrift, and a 
Traitor to the King. Preſently after ( as ſome preſent are ready. to teflify ) 
that Gentleman fel] a trembling, could not hold His Pen to ſign any Wars 
rant, nor fit up, ror ſtay in the Place, but was neceſſitated. to. leave the. 


| Seffions, and never came more-tethe Bench, dying ſoon after, as a fear- 


ful Spectacle. | | | ; 
The ſame worthy Perfon cancludes a-ſhort' Sum of his Sufferings thus z | 
We might give an Account of the Tow band of God upon ws for Good, all along, 
throughout all our Infirmities ana Temptations, leading us by the hand, and up- 
holding us, either fignally ſaving us from, or ſfirengthning us under our Trou- 
bles, filing ws with Peace paſſing underſtanding, and. Foy unſpeakable, ſupplying E 
our Wants every way, who are a very weak, and poor People. — Yea, either con- 
vincing or changing our Adverſaries;or baffling and blaſting their Deſigns, — All 
this for the everlaſting Hononr of bir moſt glorious:Name aline. Hallelujah. 
Compare the Spirit of the Proſecutors, and the Spirit of the Sufferers, 
the End of the one, and of the other, and then judg ſeriouſly, who is the 
beſt Chriſtian, and who is moſt approved of Chriſt, they who ſerve him, 
ox the other who trouble them foxit.. 64 5, 225 WR 


Mr. T..M, of L. (Iconceal his Namie becauſe of his Modeſty )” in bes 
pinning and ending his Letter at the Importunity of his Friend, thus he 
begins : Honowred Sir; were it not | for the falfe Refleftions and Calumnies 

ainft the Nonconformiſt- Miniſters - of England; — your kind and ſerious, . 

mpathizing, aid ſeaſonable Letter bad not extorted theſe ſad following Lines. - 
——— 1 am in ſome ſort compelled 'to-comply with your Tmportanity; in the” ene 
ſwing epitomiz'd Narrative. . And he concludes with'a Spirit that commands . 
from me-a great reſpeQ to his Chriſtian and tiumble Temper. - 

 He-l:ft his Living in the City of L. where he had bten a Miniſter ſome 
Years; having 3 Wife and ſeveral Children, loft 86 1.” jer an, and 407. . 
whictfſhould have been paid tohim in the beginning off the Year, andin- 
alow Eſtate left his Living: Yet he continued in Town, living upon meer 
Providence, till the Oxford At came out, Then he was forced.to leave 
Wife and Children, being ſcarce free from an-almoſt deadly Cold,” which 
he thought would | ut-an end to his Life, continuing about.chree Months 
upon-him. Heſaw-not Wife nor Childrew after that-in' «ven Weeks, 
and dJurft not<come to them publickly in eighteen Months, of thereabouts, 
and* having no: Dwelling-place abroad; journeyed in that time ( as. he 
thipks.) thirteen ſcore- Miles - on foot, from place to place... If at. any 
time he ſhould tical home by Night,” he was in great fear-and <danger,- and 
; durlt 


/ 


* . . {the Noticotifdairiis, © [- 63 
durſt not- ftir-out of: his Chamber and whenever he' went out again, he 
wenteither very late, or very carly, and ſometimes on a ſudden, for fear 
of being taken. ' Aﬀter that time he' made bold: to come homes but the 
Zeal of ſome growing'ſo hot, that one Mr. Grace, an aged' worthy Mini- 
ſter, coming to Town, they made ſearch for him, which he eſcaped, -lea- 
ving his Horſe in his Inn, and eſcaping on foot : Then Mr, M. thoughts 
it unſafe for hin to. flay, and made halte away the next day, and durſt not 
return in a long time.. One time he was ſent for © a Magiſirate that-lay 
ſick, and continued his Night-Viſits for a Fortnight5 but the Evening be- 
fore he died, he was ſent for in haſte by Day-lightz and becauſe he was 
ſren togo to OC — Houſe, howas!:complained of- to-the chief 
MagiGrate of- the Town, by a Curate, which made him- haſten away 
next morning, (Saturday); The ehiet:Magiltrate was ſo kind as to ſend 
notice tochis Wife, - on the Evening of the Sabbath, that her Husband 
| ſhould be gone, 'for-ſome had' been twice with him. for a Warrant. Afﬀeer 
this he abſented long.” Her was cited into the-Keclefiaſtical Court, for bap- 
tizing his own Child- One time as hewas going along the Street, one 
cried out to the Town-Clerk,! who: went after-him,, Do you ſee the Rogwe 
Mr.R. do you ſee the Rogue ? He is before you-: But God was pleaſed to 
give the Town-Clerk-another Heart than to- :apprehend him. Bur this- 
made him be muchfrom home,-andwalkthe Streets very ſparingly. He 
hath beeri forced'into the Country in Show and: Rain, to preach before - 
day, and to ſhift from: Houfe- to Houfe before day; for- fear of ia Magi- 
firate in-the Country, - who hath ſaid, he would have him dead or alive: - 
Ard fo not daring-to be in the City, nor: to- appear-in the Country, in - 
that Magiftrate's reach,/he hath beem confirained-to retire into the Fields 
and*Solitudes, to keep Sabbath all alone.” He hath lived upon Providence 
for eighteery or nineteen Years 3 and-cho he hath-been-in-danger of Life; 
by reaſou of: Heats and-.Colds, yet hath he not been forſaken; nor his Sect 
begged their Bread, nor ſuffered'as they did, who were deſtitute, tormented). 
afflified, wandring up ' and: down in -S hap- kins- and Goat-skins, Dens and 
Rocks, and Cong) Nawer With” matyother pious Expreflions of God's 
Goodneſs,” and wonderfuÞ Providences; this own Uaworthineſs, as un+. 
worthy to be counted- a-Sufferee; he concludes to- his worthy Friend with 
Praiſes and Prayer. F374] | 


-.. Having: mentioned Mr. Grace of Sheerfton, as an* aged worthy Miniſter, 
I remcmber ſome ſhort Account of him, which take as followeth.-+ | + 

Mr. Grace, nponihis'Exc@ment'(from?his- Living; on which. he lived 
comfortably, was/with his Wife atd celeven Children” reduced. to! Straits; 


Hoping to get ſome Supplics of: Maintcnance, he took -a Farm of about 
| T ix 


G2 
Thirty Pounds per an. 


The Confonniff's: Fourth {lea 


(But preaching in his, own Houſe was, ſt 


ſeems by his Letter, a Crime not to be paſſed by.) He was in a ſhort time 


Nonconformity is ſuch 
8 great Sinin ſome Mens 
eyes, t that it excludes 
them out .of natural Afe 
feion, as well as Charity 
and Compaſſion. This 
worthy Perſon was ſo 
near” a-kin to A, B, Sh. 
that be and bis Famil 
could not be much nearer. 


. Either be or bu Wife. 
\ by the Five-Mile-A&-neceſGtated to remoye; five 
' Miles from the:Corporation, «to-a Place, where he 


was Conufin-German :t0 
Bbe late A.B, of Kant. 


after his: other Txoubles, apprehended by two 
Juſives; -avd, with many of- bis Hearcrs, bound 
over, which. was very chargeable. - Not, long af- 
ter, he-was-ſent'for by a Party of: Horſe, called 
out of his Bed, and carried Priſoner to Stefford, 
for what he knew not, nor was ever told. He 
being unable to:bear the Charge of his Impriſon- 


ment, . tpade application to the: Deputy-Lieute- 


nants, 'was forced: to give in Bond of a hundred | 
Pounds, to appear when called. He was diſmit(- 
ſed, after many bard Speeches, but..no Charge 
laid againſt hims - After! theſe Troubles, he |was 


lived at greatCoſis|and: Charges, ſeparated from 


his Jews Relations, und his: Farm left-to the Management of Servants, 
which ptoved exceedingly to his Lols. : 

Some Nanconformiſis in the-Northof: England have been often impri- 
doned. Eight were indicted, for: Reman:Catholithe, and; their |Eliates {es 


When will the Teſpits. 
and Papiſts: be at this 
pains and charge to prove 
themſelves Proteſtants:? 
Is this a Sign that Non 
conformijt s are Papiſts, 
or iu withthemin.a Con- 


federacy 2 


will be paid fo a profeſſed and>openAſlertoxiat tr 


'London, coſt them. about. Forty. Pounds. 


| quaſired 2/2 Their: Proof and Plea; that they; were | 
true Proteſiants, -both in; the! Country, | and at 
They 

wereindiftcd upon the Statute-of Twenty m_ 
2; Month, and |\Twely&pence: a Sunday. 


. were praſkeuted upon'the Statute ofyz5 Elin 


came to Londen, and-were put in a way-by,a noble 
and ;powerful Lord, to'get off: And had not 
Sir William Fones, _ Attarnsy us (whoſe 
Nameis and will be —_— hile.any honour 

oyalty, Laws, and 


Religion) been ſo: generous ant merciful, astdeauſe bue one. Fee:for ten;, 
( that 1s,. :30 /.- inflead of 210 [;)-due' at: the: Teyeral 'Othces, they had 
been great Sufferers, and their ſireight Condition had been reduced Icarn- | 
not tell into what Streights and Poverty, they being no ways able to 
pay it; for even what: was paid, was raiſed by the Charity, ok gpod 
People 1 in London, t-3613.4% 968 £13) i290tbift 1; 1 
It any Man! that hath any ade forthe cecdrusSauleof Men, for whom 
Chriſt died, and. bath any knowledg of the'miſerable:Conditivn of large 
and dark Places in thoſe Counties, he may judg it to be a great Diſſeryice 
S to 
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to' Jeſus Chrifi, and: immmortal-Souls,- to! lence, impriſon, and puniſh 
Preachers, and thereby to leave poor ignorant Souls to the Improvements 
of natural Ignorance, and to the Power of ill Examples, and irreligious 
or fuperfiitious' Cuſtoms. A Traveller,-unacquainted with the Country,. 
is not in-greater dangerin the Night, - of falling'into Cole-Pits and Preci- 
pices, than thoſe poor Sonls of falling into the Bottomleſs-Pir, if they are 
denied the Guidance of faithful Minifters. Shalt poor Souls abide in Dark-- 
nels, and err from the Ways of God, to their everlaſting hazard ? and Mi- 
niſters, that have knowledg of their Danger, and acharitable Senſe of their 
great Necd, look on, and (ce them fall;*and fin, -and. die, and not call, 
and: warn, and exhovt; and teach them?” Their-painful Miniſters, to avoid 
Offence and Dangers, and to ſhew poor Souls the Way to everlaſting Life, 


have gone under the'protecion ar 


concealment of the Darkneſs of the: 


Night, and preached and prayed in-Caves and Pits, venturing their Healths- 


and Lives, to fave Sinners from everlaſting Deſtruction. 


One Mr, Davis in Cremberland preached in one of them, and got a Colg? 
that proved morta],' kaving fix Children to'the Charity ot good People, . 
and particularly to the Care-of Mr. Richard Wilſon, ' x Gentleman of a (malt 
ERate, but of great Picty and Uſefulneſs in-the North, and one who had' 


like to have been ruined on the 35 of Eliz. 


And what a poor Reward is a Threatning, a Frown, a Fine, and an: 
Impriſoament ! 1s this a Prophet's Reward ! Not to receive them thar- 


ſpeak Peace,into their Houſes, is an Unkindnefs : To bid them depart out” 


of their Coaſt, is a fairer diſmiffion than to ſend them to a Priſon, 


It 


their Rewards be only in- this Life, then of all Men, they who are- 
puniſhed in thoſe and other dark and poor Corners of the Land, are:moſt* 


miſerable. 


- Active and ſucceſsful Mr. Tho. Tregoſſe writes thus to his Brother-Mini- 


ſter-:. 


Warrants are granted for levying Two Hundred. and Twenty Pounds 


upon me ; yet God hath kept them off, but I am expedting daily to be ſtript of all : - 
Iam alſo threatned upon the Corporation-Law, — TI am conſtantly exp:Aing an : 


Impriſonment, 


| To avoid that Miſchief, and others which he expe&ed, ſome have. 


removed often from Place to Place. 


It is not painful to ambitious Men, - 


to'remove from a worſe to a better, from anold to a new Preferment 3 but 
Removes are chargeable and burthenſom, from a Free-Hold to a Farm,to a-/ 


Chamber, or a part of another Man's Houſe, &c. 


L:hear, Mr. Stevens, of Fennie-Drayton in Leiceſter-ſhire; after his EjeQi-- 


on, removed ſeven times for his Peace. - 


OO 


Ma 


64 The Gonfauni's. Fourth -Plea | 
Mr. Baxter, (Life of Mrs. M.B, p.:51, )) biſtorigally tells us of his ſe- 
yeral Removes, which muſt needs be very. troubleſom to his fickly Body, 
and to his Mind fixed upon Studies and to have no better Accommo- 
dation, than a part of a very poor Houſe of a, Farmer's in Totteridge, 
where the Rooms ſmoak'd ſo extremely, as greatly annoyed the Health of 
the nobly charitable Mrs. Baxter, The Winterwas very hard and cold, 
the Coal-ſmoak filled the Room in which they fate all day, ſo that it-was 
as a Cloud, and they were even ſuffocated with the Stink, It was ill li- 
ving without Fire in a cold Winter, and bad having Smoak in their Eyes, 
and Stink in their Nofirils: It was ill ſtudying for him, in great pain be- 
ſides 3 and ill living for. her, whoſe Lungs could not bear Smoak' and 
Cloſeneſs. : | 
It doth as often affect me, as I call to mind what Reverend Mr. T. 
writes, in aLetter to a Relation. — T am now (eptuagenarius, and bardly 
#ble to paſs from one (bamber to another, without ſome help, over and above 
that of my Staff. Being driven out of my Place, worth above Two Hundred 
Pounds pr an. -with my Wife and eight Children, and by forced Confinements, 
and ſometimes Baniſhments, for the ſpace of a -whole Tear from my Houſe and 
Family, did contra@ thoſe Weakneſſes and Diſtempers, under which I now lan- 
guiſh, But ſtill T have cauſe to bleſs God, who carrefts me far leſs than I des 
ſerve; and why ſhall a living Man complain ? , a 
Take another Inſtance of the Effects of Confinements upon the Health 
and Life of ſome more, and upon their Families = _T | 
: The well-known Divine, Mr. G. Hughes of Plimouth, was'ſummoned 
to appear by a Licutenant of the Garriſon. as from his Superior, and to 
bring his Son with him- An Officer, with two Files of Musquetiers, was 
commanded to convey Mr. H. to an Iſland in the Sea, not iſuffering his 
Son ( to be his Companion and Comforter } to go with him, but con- 
Gncd him to Plimouth, While Mr. H. was in the Iſland, the Earl of B. 
came upon itz but Mr, H. could not obtain the Juſtice or Friendſhip to 
ſpeak with him, tho nothing was laid to his Charge. Here in his Patmos 
' heanſwered Mr. Serjeant's Sure-Footing. © And here that Diſeaſe, by the 
Saltneſs of the Air, poſſeſſed him, that never left him : His Legs were 
black and ſwollen, and could not be recovered. After nine Months Im- 
prifonment, he was offered his Liberty, upon condition of giving Security 
of a Thouſand Pounds, not to live within Twenty Miles of Plimouth. 
He yeilded to the Importunity of his Friends, who gave that Bond with= 
out his knowledg, to ſee if better Air would relieve him, and came in a 
Iznguiſhipg condition to take his leave of his Friends, and the Place of his 
Miniſiry, and removed to a Place twenty Miles off, and there died. 
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His. Son Mr,0, was. in np Cage. or Fapplopments avg engrion 
not liable to thoſe Laws which were againſt ſuch only as were ,in Pla 


LP $19 | 0 | 
loyment, and therefore was 


ws 3 


for all that he was impriſoned, and in Decemb. 1665, the' Oath which is 
in the Pxford AR was: offered him, ( before, that Act came out.) he refu- 
ob 08 þ-.+& Lo bs WRIT 4 1 . a { :i6k wits bad. MW alu; <iiiiviec” 
Gng it, was continued til] Mpreb 30, following * At which eitie he was 
'brought'iinto the Fort, and required to lign and ſeal a Promiſe, nbt to re- 
main in P/imouth forty eight hours after, nor to return thither, ' without 
leave from the E. of B, or his Deputy 3; upon promiling fo to do, he was 
diſmiſſed, 16 : Os 


Mr. Tho, Martin, Le&urer of St. Andrew Plimonth, 1661, ( certainly fo 
good and innocent'a Man, as I took him . to be could 'not' provoke any 
Man, much leſs Authority ) was, upon a rigorous Interpretation of Words, 
ſuſpended ab Officio 3- and one time it being given out, that he intended 
to preach, was threatned by. a Man, who carried Anger in his Breaſt, and 
a Sword at his Side, 'to be pluck'd out of the, Pulpit by the. Ears. 
* Ann51665, he, together with Mr. Hughes, Vicar of that Church, was - 
ſent to the Iſland, and:-kept Priſoner under very hard 'Circyuniſtances; for 
ten Months, in which. he, his deſolate Wife, and cight Children, ſuffered 
"much Diſcomfort, and his Eſtate a great Impairing.. He humbly defired 
a Removal, when the Sickneſs was among the. Souldiers, and ſome of 
them very near his Lodgitg, which was denied. © Bit” at+length;' for *the 
ake of Liberty from ſuch a Reſtraint, by the, Command of the. E. .of B, 
he gave Bond of -a Thouſand Pounds, and two "Eareties co his Majeliy, 
not to inhabit in, or to come within twenty. Miles of Plimaxth, without 
"his or his Deputy's leave. He and his Family ſuffered great Diſadvanta- 
es by their. Separation from one another 3 and when his Preſence was 
poceuy £0 adyiſle, relieve, and comfort*his Family, in Sicxneffes, and 
'D:ath of ſore, he durſt not come any.nearer to them. In all this time 


% 


fs © *E) "S Ws 1 "op" .* / * {1 " 
he was not accuſed of any Crime, or Breach .of Law or Statute, 'and'was 


never admitted to come before the E. of B. about this Buſineſs. 


I ſhall not colleR Stories out of what is publiſhed to the WorlJ, nor ga- 


rherall which might be ſooq brought togetherz but. ſhall communicate 
one Story moxe, to ſhew them that knew nat the Temper' of, the Times, 


and to what we may impute many of our Divilioas and Miſeries, fume- 


thing worth taking notice 05 


. After Mr, N. S. had fpent divers Years in Oxford, and had been legally 


: ordained by Epiſcopal Hands, he returned to P. the Place of: his Na- 
tivity, of his Anceltor's Abode, where his Eliate and his Relations lived, 
"and betook to his private Studies, 
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I6Le29 hf the G86 Bt KomWEGoeionar'(hs" they Bia ) 
givg, (Odo). 6. 1665.) and told Hith, thie Governor defired to 
1 him at the P, Tavern : Mr. S, haſted thicher, where he found 
divers Mipilters 66 the ſarrie Buſineſs. ' Aftek they hid been there a while, 
they pe ceived 3 G ard of Souldiers was put upon them, ' OG6h, 9. Mr. S. 
wich o ers, were rernoved fo the FI. Tavern, Mr. Sh. was rudely treated. 


by the Strjcapt, for offering tofrepts his Lo ging without his Teave. The 
Serjeant that Tehit d6ubled the Guard, and fet two Sentinels at his 
Chamber, and the Liberty of the Houſe was denied him. In the Eve- 
ning he was conveyed with four Muſquetiers, with their Matches lighted, 
to the Col. who conveyed him to. Se. Nichsl:s: Tſtznd, With Orders from 
not toconverſe with Mr. H, and 'Mr.'M. Prifoners there, and to 

Eave a Sentinel ſet at his Chamber-Dor, aiid not to'go'our of his Cham-. 
ber without a Guard, He contintied ariger this Reſtraint, till Decems. 4, 

In January e Was brought before _ 'Earl, whotold hitn, If he could 


(} 


. Oxford, Wigte a very obligthg Letrex'ro che Ear), as'triich in his favour as 


CO 1d.be.. - a 
Bn being. Us Priſon was changed, and Marth Jo. Was teleaſed upon. 


"rid 


( commended; as a worthy Petſbn,” by a Geritfeiriah able th 


y a Writ De Excommwn. capiend. taken out Novemb, 15.1664, and con-- 
tinued in the Common-Godl till Septemb. 3. 1665. When the Plague was- 
at the height in London, he was made cloſePrifoner 'until Noventh, 9. not. 
knowing by whoſe Order, or for what additional "Offence. 'Feb.'2. be,- 
with fix more, were put into the'Caſtle, in a Hole in the Wall, over. an- 
Arch, on the Weſt {ide of the Caſtile, which had neither Door; Window, 
nor Chimney. There was-room in a. Corner for one Truckle-Bed, the 
reſt lay in Hammocks, The Hole had three Wickets .into. the Felon's-. 
Yard, one of which muft be open Night and Day, left they ſhould have. 
been. ſifficd in the Night with the Steam of the Charcoal. For five Weeks - 
the Door below (for the Hole is about forty Steps- high, up a natrow 
Paſſage in the Wall ) was kcpt lock'd Night and Day.. The Keeper 
uſually went away about four of the Clock with the Key to a Neighbour- 
Village, about a Mile. and half diſtance from the Head-Goaler's Houſe, 
and returned not till about eight. in the Morning, in whoſe abſence. none 
could come to them,, whatever occalion might be... During. thoſe five 
Weeks, they were not permitted to {et foot into the: Yard... If a Priſoner's 


Wife came to ſee him. 9, called'dow eRED and the Ree : | 


would ſet his Backia ohinſt oneTide bf of the 196; mg foe ik paſt, 
other, -and*ſ6 the FRnband: ane wy rig ipRt.on Tek 
other,”: They hadJdeaverCton w__ et Þ 
which wasinfiteadiofa Walk or Galle Lys Ir > DEE & bebe 
Maid was not allowed*to- ic6me ap with their Pro _ 2" 'Aﬀer the five 
Weeks, theſe Perſons were permitted to go into the Cale Vai during 
the time of their contipuarice there, which! was aboyt tw Months" 3 then 
they were remoyed to another Priſon. The 'werg'wo LISA Wly preſerved 
this Year from the” Contagion; while the Arrows bf the Alrris iny 'Fell 
mortally very near them, an one ſide and anvther, there being only'a" ane 
between, fo that they could both hear and Tee ſome that Were! ſhit up, 
crying for Bread, and-themſelves ſhut up alſo, and could not flee; fave on- 
1y into their Strong-Fower, the Name of the Lord, where" they found 
Safety and Peace. Some time' after a "great. be theh ip Power, told 
the Goaler, he muſt catry thera forthwith to the "Caſile," ang pitt up each 
in a Place alone : The Goiler anſwered; Tt cannot 'be done, pa Caſtle 1s 
ful, ard 1 daily fear the Plagye ſhould break out amon them ; He replicd, 
Then pat them into s Place together, adding, 'What do T cart if the Plague be 
#n it. Yet were they preſerved in that naſty Hole, at whoſe Wicke Came 
in the odious excrementitious Odors of the Common-Yard of the Of 
:One of them was even ſuffocated by it 5 the Phyfician 'could' not help, fo | 
Jong as the Patient was put up there: Upon which an Account was ſpeedi- 


ly ſent to the Sheriff of his Jow Eftate, with a Petition to remoye him 
For a little time, his Life being in danger: The Sheriff anſwered, He - 


durſt not meddle, he muft abide it : The Man revived notwithſtanding, 


-and-lived. 


Mr. Worts continued Priſoner full ſeven Vedi as the Gentleman re- 


members, from whom IT have this Narrative, and who had it from Mr. W. 


While a Priſoner. 


It is obſerved by the Reverend and I intelligent Mr. Baxter, that many 


[have been excommunicated: i inthe Dioceſs of Norwich, ( and there was a 
 ſevereProſecution of the Excommunicate ) but ro the honour ' of that 


molt excellent Evangelical Biſhop Reynolds, i it is obſerved thoſe Proceedings 
were.not from him,' who retained that good Spirit which he diſcovered, 
when he preached thoſe and other compoſing and healing Sermons, be- 


-fore and upon the King's Reſtauration. The Guilt of, this Severity and 


-Inhumanicy isimputed to- Dr:*M.” Chancellor of the Diocefs! 'with re- 
fleion upon his Greatneſs under the Ulurpation 3 3 but the Chancellor was 
moi away, and lett the Management of the Office to inferior Officers, 
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which was. a great, Trouble to the: good Biſhop. - | 

i>Who doth not ſec, Shak. forge Great Men. have ventured to: exerciſe an 
Arbitrary Powe? and what Remedy forthe:Qppreſſed:? - This:Greatneſs 
as too-big for.a Bigh-Sherifh . the, King's. higheſt :Repreſenative in his 
County, to; eppoſe or offend,. by an A gf. Juſtice and; Merey.  -Such Se- 
If verities have, been, uſed 25 much without; the knowledg . of the' King, as 
Ti contrary to his Natuxe, (and perhaps others in ſuperior Power have been 
$4 abuſeq by theix Infezjors )., who: declared himſelf, to be-again(t languinaty 


4a - * 


Ff Laws, inthe alc of Mr. Holdcrsft, ( who Was '& Priſoner many. Years-in 
I") Canprid Cafile, | and:threatned with Baniſhment or: Death, en-35 Eliz;) 
I and wa q $8" to ſay, It was a barbarous At in the Biſhop of Briſtol, to be 
| Hh againſt the removal of worthy Mr. Thompſon out of. a loathſom Chamber 
] above a Pxivy, when ſick of 'a high Fever, of - which he died, in Briftol- 
| q Goal., His Royal Clemency extended far into the Weſt, in the Enlarge» 
ment of . Mr- Tregaſſe, by a ſpecial Order to the Marſhal of Bodmin, which . 
_ was anoted Anſwerto his. Prayers 3 and who releaſed Mr. Parſons, and re- 
If L mitted his Fine at the Interccifion of the Lord Newport, The Juſtice of ſe- 

'Y veral of the Judges, - and of fome Deputy-Licutenants,. and Juſtices, who 
have qualified the Heats of others, -deſerves an honourable Obſervation, 
and they: have as great a Share in the Honour of being of the Government, 
as they who arrogate to themſclyes the ſole or eminent Title, that a Man 
cannot relate their:extravagant Miſcarriages, but they- are ready to arraign 
him as a. petty Traytor againſt the Government, thereby to keep Suf- 
ferers in awe, from making Complaints, or ſpeaking. Fruth.. But ſome 
particular. Perſons have given all the Vent they could to their -Enmity 
ill! againſt Nonconformiſt-Miniſters, if not againſt Religious Duties, and fol. 
> lowed them beyond the Boundarics of Law, + : xk 


Wi 1 Some.aQing upon the AR of Uniformity beyond Law,have been reſileſs 
M0 ji till they procured an AQ againſi Conventicles. Great Complaints were 
made of the Nonconformiſis Meetings, when Sir Edward Turner, the 
Speaker, preſented the Bill againſt Conventicles, :( the firſt- AR ). he told 
18y his Majelty :. <Whi'ſt we”. were intent. upon theſe weighty Aﬀairs;. we 
IS * were often interrupted by Petitions, and Letters, :and Motions, -repre- 
*Eſenting the unſetled Condition of ſome Counties, by reaſon of Phanaticks, 
© SQaries, and Nonconformiſts.: They. differ in their Shapes and Species, 
| | * and accordingly aremore or }{s dangerous 3: but in this they all.agree, they 
Rr *©-are ng Friends to thecſiabliſhed Government in. Church or State, -.. He 
|. it * calls Conyenticles, - the Sged-Plots and Nuiſcrics of their. Opinions, -un- 
© der pretence Of. Religipus. Worſhip. . lf 6 
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From the few Narratives given in before, 2nd an ordinary Obfervation 


' of Times, and the Knowledg we have how eaſy a+ thing it is to procure 


Addreſſes, Motions, Petitions, for' any thing,' and: againft any thing; 
which ſome great Men would have, we may imagine from what kind of 
Men ſuch Reprefentations were made. And:confidering that ſu-h a Re- 
preſentation thus made to the King, fo long a Stranger in his own King- 
dom, by aSpeakerin Parliament, it is wonderful,. the King did not pro- 


| ceedtoin utter Extirpation of all Nonconformilis, as Enemies to his Go+ 


vernment, and no Lovers of his Perſon, in whom the Regality is inveſted, 
And to tell the King, that'all Nonconformiſts are no Friends to the eſta» 
bliſhed Government; was to motion a fair Reward of the Loyalty of very 
many, who uſed all Endeavours to reſtore his Majeſty and Government 3 
arid to contradict what the Kivg bimſelf told the Miniſters of London, con 
the Day of his happy. Return, when the Reverend Mr. 4. Fackson pre- 
fented him witha Bibe in their behalf, as he paſicd through St. Paul's. 
Church- Yard, to this effe, That he muſt attribute his Reftauration, under 
God, to their Prayers and Endeavours, | 

This ſpiritual Antipathy againlt good Men hath been very troubleſom - 


to many wife and moderate Magiſirates, and preffed out all the Sowrneſs + 


of ſome Mens Spirits into the Cup: of the Nonconformilis, and forced 
milder Natures into an obſequious Severity to Pride and Anger; which 
could not be reſtrained from falling on theſe Men, that were to be ſet: 
at naught 3 and they who ſhewed them reſpects, forteited-the Civilities- 
due to themfelyes. 


I will conclulJe this Head with-a few-Inſtances of this Antipathy . and 
Incivility. 


A wealthy Citizen, of vcry good quality, in time of the Plague went” - 
to viſit his native Country, and ſecretly to diſtribute. his Charity, which : 
was proportionaþle to bis Eſtate and Mind 3 and being in a Town in the 
Allize time; was brought before-ſome;Jiſtices of the Peace 3-theſe demanded ' 
Bond for his Behaviour, or elſe he muſt to Priſon. He underſtanding . 
himſelf; and being conſcious there was no cauſe of Impriſonment, -refuſcd : 
the firlf, and having a good Spirit, a-good Purſe, and good :Counſcl,. & - 
fcrped the laſt. 

After the Oxford A came out, a-peaceable and inoffenſive Nanconfor- - - 
mi(t was conſirained to-:think of a Removal froma convenient Settlement, . 
He was necetfitated to leave his-Family, which Separation was next to an + 
Exc t tim, and when he could come heme, ro come in- the Night. 

He- 
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He employed his Friends, and rode about himſelf, to find an Habitation, 
After much enquiry he was directed toa very gogd copvenient Houſe, which 
he was glad of, with reſpe& to bis Wife, who was 3 worthy Gentlewg, 
man, and bore her;part-of -bis Suffering with decepcy and vir"lon. [The 
Landlord: was aCourtier. The: Miniticx took the Houle of him that was 
entrulicd to\let it, gave Earnelt, brewed, and prepared for his Setclement 3 
:+but before he.could remove, a Gentleman of that Neighbourhood, who 
. had no power Either to let or hinder, came and hung a Lock upon the 
Door of the Houſe, and wrote a Letter to the Landlord at London, ac- 
-quainting him with what he had done, qaud begging his. Pardon for the 
Preſumption, for he thought it was uot fit that a Nonconformiſt ſhould be 
bis Tenant, Surely this Gentleman looked upon a Nonconformiſt, as the 
Samaritans upon the Fews, and would deny him Water, or not receive 
him into his Houſe, or bid him God ſpeed. And ſo the Gentleman was 
to ſeck again for an Habitation, -to his great perplexity and trouble. _ 
A Gentleman of Quality and Truth gave me this Relation of one with- 
in his own knowledg : One, ( faith he ) a very worthy Perſon, was ſore- 
ly exerciſed with Witchcraft, which the Witch confelling, was brought 
before ſome Juſtices, one of whom (ſaid to be a famous Perſecutor ) bad 
Her go home, and #f ſhe bewitched none but Fanaticks, fhe ſhould never be 
#ronbled for him. And fo he had no zelief fromthe-Law, nar Eaſe other= 
Wiſe, till the Witch died, ſeveral Years after. 


Did they who ſo ſirongly brought in -our Terms, foreſee that there 
would be Nonconformiſis,” and that Nonconformity would not only cjz& 
them out of their Habitations and Benefices, but out of Corporations, and 
their own hired Houſes, but.exclude them out of the common Right of 
Humanity and Juſtice, then they have the greater cauſe to repent ; If 
they did not, they are the more innocent Cauſes of many and great Trou- 
bles to many truly good Men, and are engaged to endeavour thieir Dcli- 
vcrance from all theſe Troubles, | 


It is remarkable, that the moſt aQtive Inſtruments in this Anti-Evange= 
lical Work, have been none of the beſi, ibut indeed the worlt of Men. = 

And of them it may be noted, (1.) What their Quality .is, and hath 
been. (2.) What their Impiety, and heinous. Wickedneſs, of the gro(- 
{eſt Nature, (3.) What their Succeſs hath been. (4.) What Appearan- 
ces have been of God againſt them, and what their Ends have been. 
Some of them have been convinced, converted, and taken off from this 
Way and Courſez and ſome have been made Examples of humane and 


divine Jultice. _ | 
| - There 


o 


2. fozthe Nonconfoaniſts. + = -.. 
"There are abundance. of inferior Officers, that ave very vicious ang 
diſoneſt, and yet nothing is to be ſeen very remarkably*differing them 
from other victous and poor People 3' but that of all Sorts of Inflruments 
theſe Inforthtts ſhould be noted out by Divine Providence, as Examples of 
rotcrious Vices,. Falſhood, Perjuries, and miſerable Deaths, may be a 
Warning to the worli of Men, 'not to grow fo bad, and bold againſt the 
Ways of God. 
Ic js not neccſzry to refer-the following Narratives unto the above-men- 
tioned Heads 3 1 ſhall not pretend to fo much unprofitable Exacnets, bug 
relate what is well attefted, in a promiſcuous way. | 


- About the Year. 1674, about twenty five Perforis, Merrand Women, 
were indicted for a Rout or Riot in Srafford-ſhire, (that is to ſay, for a- 
Mecting for Religious Exerciſe); The Proſecutors were, Thomas Ward, 
Bay'iff to the Lord Stafford, ( executed for Treaſon, and the Popiſh Plot) 
#nd five more, whereof one died ittmediatly,: others loſt their-Places, and: 
others:carne'to Poverty, : 

One Holmes, an Informer, hunting-to find: out Mr. Bakewel's Meeting . 
in the Night, fell into a Pitof Water, and was in danger to be drowned, . 
kad not ſome helped ki out 3 which Danger did operate upon him, fo» 
as to ſay, 'that he would go'no'more upon that account. 

And Mr. S$, Minifter-of 'B.' met 'Mr. Bakewell, and profeffed he was for-- 
ty forany thing he either faid or did againſt him, to briog him into» 
Trouble. ; | 
' It is obſerved, Phat 'thofe who became Enemies to Mr. Bakewell: of + 
Btton, 'had- been Profeſſors of Piety, 'but fell from-it, and they fell into - 
preat and_'appartht Decays of Eſtates, even.to Poverty. - | Note, Moſt 
commonly they 'who never madea ſhew of 'Piety, or fell from it, trke the- 
way of Inforthing. |— Godlineſs is gainful,. and hath the Promiſe of: 
the'Life that now is 3 but Ungodlineſs hath the contrary Curles. - 

11 will confirm 'this - Obſervation with a fearful Example of Apoſiacys 
and Wickednels, 'moſt remarkably puniſhed, with Ruine of a good Eſtate, . 
and 2 moſt miſerable ſhiameful'Death. 
es II was communicated 'to-\'me by a Gentleman: of: great * 

——_— 


'Zobn *Hunncks. of Braintree 'in Eſſex, was the Son ofa ſerious; diſ-- 
rreetly pious, wealthy Draper and Grocer in. that Town... A pious Edu-- 
cation/and'E xamp!c had'little Efficacy upon him 5-- bat being witty, -and ? 
capable of the Management of his own and his Father's Trade; was lett- 
CorExecutor with his Mother-in-Law, who prudently. agreed with hit, . 

; [2 
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to get into: her own hands her Part, and the: Portion of one .Child. * He 
mariicd the Daughter of a very worthy Perſon, had four Children by her; 
obſerved Family-Duties, and wanted not Gifts, was wont to go ſome- 
times to hcar. the. Nonconformiſis, who were afterwards perſecuted: by 
Not many -Months after his Wife died, he grew wild and debauched, 
ſwearing, drinking, and with his drawn Sword forcing others to drink 
up to his Meaſure, He was very vexatious to. his Dealers, and unrighte- 
Qus in his Trade, unnatural and unjuſt .in detaining his Sitter*s Portion, 
compelling her Husband to go to Law, forſwearing himſelf about bis Fa« 
ther's Will, that it was loſt, and that his Father died in Debt as much as 
the Eftate-would 4atisfy, which was prized at 2200 1. beſides 4 or 500 . 
brought in as bad Debts, the moſt of which this Man recovered. He ſued 
his Brother-in-Law, arreſted him, and in perſon goes with the Bayliff to 
ſee him in Priſon, not cealing to put him to great Charges, till his Bro- 
ther-in-Law died, In nine or ten Years time he conſumed all his Father 
Jett him and his other Children, ran far into Debt, and caſt himſelf into 
the King's-Bench. | 

The firft Lord's Day after the A againſt Conventicles came in force, 
he began to infarm, and ( as was ſaid ) he reckoned to get Sixty Pounds 
per Week by that good Work, after the failing of other Trades. But 
God would have flopp'd him, if his Heart had not been hardned 3 forbe- 
fore that Lord's-Day came,. one of his Children looking into, a. Tub, of 
Water, fell into it, and was drowned. When he heard of it in an Ale- 
houſe, he made ng haſte home 3 and when he came; he bad his Neigh- 
bours, that came to ſee if they could recover the Child, be gone, they had 
no Buſineſs there. The Child  ( as is remembred,) was buried og the Sa- 
turday, and the next day he went, and informed the Officers.of a Meeting, 
with Wicneſſes to atteſt his Information. The. Officers charged him to go 
along with them, and forced him in, ( he being unwilling to go in when 
he came to the Door,) and ſhew them the People : When he came in, 
they ſhoved him up. over againſt the Preacher, he would neither look up, 
nor ſpcak, but fc1] a trembling. The;Officers cried, This,is your Informer, 
he anſwered, I am no Informer, Twill be no Toformer., But being reproached 
for his'Faint-hcartedaeſs, and animated by ſome, he came again the next. 
Lord's Day, and continued the greateſt part of that Summer with great 
Fury, taking ſome with him, riding about, and ſearching; to the Expence 
of about Fifty Pounds, .but not getting Five, . (a thriving Trade! ) Dus 
ring this Time he grew more debauched and vile,: reckoning this among 
his Glories, "that he had converted, and brought more to Churci than all 
the Preachers, *Tis ſaid, he fillip'd up a Shilling, to ſee whether he ſhould 
? go 
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£o to God or the Devil, as that fell Crofs or Pile. He hath ſworn he 
would kill the Preacher, and forſworn himſelf often, {wearing ſuch Per- 
ſons to be at the Meeting, who were not, but divers Miles off. .'When 
one Mr. Bromhaſl, an aged pious'Man,) was to be buried, 'he provided ſe- 
veral Fidlers to go to the Buria-Houſe, where-he pranced- with his Hotſe 
before the Door, and broke the Windows with his Staff, and would have 
the Fidlers go along with him, playing by the Corps, with Language 
fitted for his Mouth and Actions. 

- He found no Succeſs or Advantage by his Informing, but about a Year 
after God took him to a Reckoning: He was broken and blaſted in his 
Body, as before in his Efiate 3 his Eyes ſunk in their Holes, and his Fleſh 
conſumed, &c. ſo that he was not known to his Acquaintancez his 
Strength failed him, that he could not go abroad 3 he caſt away his Eſtate, 
and his Friends caſt him off: And now what place was left to receive him? 
None, but a common lower Room in a poor Hoftler's Houſe, in the Noiſe 
and Company of poor rude Children, Thus his Pride was ſtained and 
humbled. But his Heart ſeemed to be more humbled yer, becauſe he fent 
for the Preacher whom he had diſturbed and perſecuted, a firſt, ſecond, 
and third time; and when he came to viſtt him, he ſpake, Tor are the 
Perſon I have a great deſire to ſee, I think, you, and the People whom T did 

erſecute, to be my Friends, | He ſaid, hehad been- ſo vile a Wretch, and 
guilty of ſo many and great Sins, that he knew not by which he had 
moſt diſhonoured God : He had finned againſt Light, and was afraid God 
was not at peace with him 3 and that it had been better for him he had 
been a Toad than a Man, He was very importunate and urgent with the 
Miniſter to pray with. him, and would have one ſtand at the Door in the 
mean time, that he might not be difturbed by any Company, and that the 
Children ſhould be all put out. When the Miniſter ended his Prayer, he 
was very thankful to him, and reached out his hand to him, and held him 
long. He ſaid, he deſired to repent of all his Sins, was afraid, it God 
ſhould try him with longer Life, he ſhou!d return to his Filthineſs 3 but 
he looked for Death, which came and took him away a day or two after, 
but (as *cis feared ) nnprepared and impenitent, upon ſuch Reaſons as I 


am loth to recite out of the Narrative, for their ill Example. 


There are ſeveral remarkable Paſſages of God's Judgments upon him : 
(T.) He had one Child drowned, when he went to inform, (2.) Another 
choak*'d at Nurſe, after he had gone on a while. (3.) Was croſſed in his 
Hopes of Gain by Informing, (4.) The deformed Conſumption of -his 
Body, and beirg caſt off by his Friends. (5.) That fo: haughty a Per- 
ſon ſhould lie in a contemptible Place and State. (6.) That a third Child 


ſhould be taken by an Holi, to be kept in Charity, (7.) That the only 
; L vilible 
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viſible Sign of Repentance ſhould be, to ſend for that! Miniſler, and de- 
fire his Prayers, rather than any other.. (8.) That being a Priſoncr. at 
London, he ſhould, upon leave obtained, come to die in that Place and 
State, inthe Face of his Companions, to convince and. terrify. them, and 
of them that he had perſecuted, to acknowledg his Fault. 


This Service proves (as the Devil's commonly doth) unprofitable.;z- a 
Man may ſpend all in it, but is very uncertain of gaining any thing by it. 
It is rarely een, that the Devil bears the, Charges of his Servants, as 
others have found to their Coſt, in this preſent Lite. - _ 1 

One W.V.. of M. H. hath.been very poor. ever ſince he took up the 
Calling, having ſcarce Bread to cat, and moſt remarkably viſited in his 
Family. His Brother Informer, F. H. about two Years after the At 
againſt Conventicles came out, threw up the Trade as unprofitable 3 and 
ſince he. became an Auditor of Mr. M. C. And one time this. F. H. was 
informed of (by new Informers ) as being preſent at a Meeting there, 
and was fined;5 5, He wasa very, ſcrious and devout Hearer, 


After Sir John Hartopp. was: choſen Knight for Leiceſter-ſhire, againſt a 
great Oppoſition, they who voted for him, - were called Hartopians, anda 
Revenge was contrived upon.the Proteſtant Diſſenters of H. 'To that end, 
one F= W -— — was made Conliable, who indi&ed them all, not one 
ſpared, upon the Statute of Twenty Pounds per Month 3 which Fines a» 
mount to ſo great a Sum, that underſtanding Perſons compute, if the 
whole. Town of Harborough were to. be fold for ready Money, one Moicty 
of. the. Purchaſe would not diſcharge the Fines. 

. In Decemb. 1679, this Fo. W——— was thrown into Northampton-Goal, 
and tho none came in againſt him at the Afſizes, the Judg ſaw ſufficient 
cauſe to continue him in Priſon 3 but upon great Sollicitation, he was bai- 
lcd till the Surm:mer-Aflizes. Within three Weeks after. his coming home 
to Harborough, he took upon him to be Informer for the King» At the 
Suwmer-Atlizes, he appeared to fave his Bail, and to receive a Sentence 
of. Condemnation ( as it proved ) from Judg Els, and Monday follow- 
ing was appointed for Execution, but it was by ſome means, not pub- 
lickly known, procured he might be reſpited till Thurſday following, at 
which time there wasa vaſt Confluence of People come together, from the 
Town and Country, a great way about, who knew him to be a grand 
MalefaQtor, toſee Execution : But in. the Nickof Time a Repricve.came 
down, ( as ſome have ſaid, without the King's: Knowledg.) So little 
abaſh'd was he at the Scntence of Death, that within, an hour after he 
committed his common. Sin in the Goal, as was reported upon good Credit. 

| Acd 
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And on the expeQed Execution-Day, he made himſelf merry at the greac 
Concourſe that came to the fight of it, But after this he came home 
again, and made great Brags, that the Fanaticks ſhould repay his Charges, 
( of procuring Reprieves, and other Charges, which coli ſome hundreds ) 
reckoning his Moiety would come to Four Hundred Pounds, Þ But as he 
could'not leave the purſuit of his evil Deeds, fo the Juſtice of God pur- 
ſued him, and took him, ( for Horſe-ftealing, Coining, &c. ) and Ven- 
 geance fe}l upon him at 1/isbich, where he was, after many Eſcapes, once 
again condemned, and executed, 


There is a Succeſſor of his near the ſame place, and three of his perjured 


Hirelings, who take no warning as yet, and may in time become Exams 
ples to them that take no warning: They can to appearance as freely for- 
{wear themſelves as they can ſpeak, being hardned in Sin, and ſenſlefs 
of Hell, and having Countenance, dare ſhew their Faces, © 


At Eaft-Salcomb in Devon, there dwelt one ,Foan Bafton, a Widow, aped,- 


and blind, who for a ſuppoſed Conventicle kept at her Houſe, Anno 1673, 
was fined Twelve Pounds, and for non-payment of it, was threatned 
with a Goal. After ſome Weeks, the Officers came and broke open her 
' Doors, and carried away much Goods above the value, terrifying her over 
and over with the Goal, and as was conccived, labouring to extort dan- 
gerous Words from her. They fold as many.Goods as were worth thir- 
teen Pound, for Fifty Shillings 3 fix Hogſheads, valued at Forty Sihllings, 
for nine Shillings 3. and Pewter, Feather-Beds, &c. for Twenty Shillings 3 
and demanded of her Tenants her Rent, by which means ſhe ſuffered 
much. Bs | | 

This is ſigned by F. B. and the Story related by another hand, and 
ſufficiently atteſted. 3 | 

© The Conſtable having ſeized F. Baſton's Goods, told me, Ie have been 
up and down about our Office, ſeizing the old Woman's Goods : This is the 


Fruit of your Rebellion. And as for Mr. Geo. Cawley, ( the Preacher ) be 


bath ſpoken Treaſon: To whomlI replied, No, Sir, I hope not: Yes, faid 
he, and if be dg' not die, I will die for him. Sir —— managed that falſe 
Accufation againſt him,” from which he was cleared at the Aflizes. 
' "The Conftable that falſly accuſed Mr. Coles of $, was taken ill at Exeter, 
and continued ill a Night and a Day : On Friday he endeavoured t1 go 
homewards with his Neighbours. In his Journey a wild Duck flew over 
his Head and backward and forward, at which his Horſe made a ftop, and 
would not go tor ward,” His Cotnpany demanded the reafon ofhis Stand 
he replied,” he could not go further, T ſee a Fire befere me. A while after 
he'went on; but the ſame Fire tolfbowed him to and tro all the way home- 
L 2 ward, 


) ward, - Aﬀer his coming home, he faricled Thieves tobe about his Houſe, 
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attempting to break open the Dobrs3 he heard ſuch a Sound and Noiſe, 
he ſent down his Scrvarit-Maid to ſee, who found all faſt and quiet, She 
having lighted 4 Catidle, he cried out, There are ſome coming up Stairs 
with great Lights, &c. Thius ke continued till Lord's-Day at Night, and 
about two or thtee in the Morning'died, ſenfleſs of his Condition, Thus- 
it ptoved true, Mr. C. thould dic, or he die for him he died, but not 
for Mr. C, | ; 

The Conſtableand Affifiants, that ranſacked the old Widow*s Houſe, 
brought fotth the Pulpit into the High-Way, with half a Hogſhead- of 
Sider, and therewith a Company of baſe Fellows drank Healths in the 
Pulpit, and when they had done, brake the Pulpit in pieces. 

£49. Ward's Bible was difirainced for. his Fine of. Three Shillings, 
when other Goods were refuſed.” 

See the Piety of ſome ob our Suppreſſors, of Conventicles: Preachers 
zre threathed with Hanging,” and he Death of Traytors 3 they pull down 
a Pulpit, to fet up Heithiog id it 3 tear the Pulpit, diſtsxain and (ell the 
Bible to chooſe, wheh they might have choice of other Goods, . 


Nuvemb: 1670, an Tnformation was taken by F.T; Eſqs and given by 
certain lewd Fellows, again{t ſore near Cruſe Morchard in Devn.. The 
Informers Wete, Jobn, Partridg, that went always armed for fear of, Bay- 
liffs, Chr. Short, and Fo. Shori : . Theſe lay lurking about the Houſe of 
Tho. Melſhnrſt, ſuſpe@ing a Meeting. Soon after they gave out, there 
had been Ptaying, or Preaching, or Expounding there, but which they 
could not tell, becauſe, they -were kept off from the Houſe -by a great 
Bull-Dog, ' ( which was Growtly after poyſoned. )- The Jullice took 8 
general Information, (whether upon Oath or not, is-not ſaid ) andfſent 
out his Warrants to bring certain Perſons before him 3--one of which 
underſtanding the Informers were in the Houle, deſired the Juſtice to call 
them, and asked the Informers, how they could tell there was Praying, 
or Preaching, or Expounding?” and- delired to - knw, which was done, 
ſecing by their. own Confeſſion they were kept off, by the Dog... The Juſtice 
perceiving them to be at a loſs for -an An{wer,. made pc for them, 
They might know well enough which it was by the Tone, and upon that con- 
victed them, and among the reſt, one Nech. Melſpurſt, who was two 
Miles from the Place at the ſame time, as could be ſufhcjently proved, 
Paid his Fioe, . And Agnes Brook, Daughter. of G. Br. of Morchard,. was 
convicted and fined, who had bren dead ſeveral Years, before 3 T hope 
thercfore (ke paid not herFine, nox..was threatncd, or ſ.nt to. Goal. tor. 
Non-payment. . | | | 

Now- 


fo2 the Monconforniſts. 75; 
Now obſerve the Vices of theſe Perſons, and their Ends by divine 
Juſtice, P. and $h. were ltrongly ſuſpeRed' for ſealing fix Oxen, four 
trom G, Bedley of Morchard, and two from Hen, Lee of the fame Pariſh 5 
They were apprchended, and brought to their Trial, and $h. was found 
euiley, and burnt in the hand; and ſince hath conſumed his Eftate, and 
is fled the Country for fear of Arreſts, P. died not long after; and the 
other Sh, was taken in the Act of the unnatural Sin-of Buggery, was 
found guilty, and died for it, | | 
One Helmere was {ufpe&ed to be a Confſpirator in the ſaid Information, 
and was apprehended as a Partner with the forenamed in ſtealing the 
} OXrxen, foitnd'guilty, and burnt in the hand; And fince that, he and his. 
Son were- taken in the At of Burglary, was ſent to Priſon, which he: 
brake twice, and is fled, and not taken. 
Theſe Relations are ready: to be atteſied by Perfons of unſufpeRed* 
Credit. | af. 


Aug. 26.1676, four Informers had laid a Defign to take Mr. F, Barret of 
Nottingham; and his Hearers,who at that time had none to give intelligence- 
from abroad of -any coming to diſturb them. At the Town's-End the In- 
formers divided themſelves z ſome rode for-a Warrant, others came to 
eſpy the Mecting,: ' One of them walked agam and -again between-two - 
Stiles leading/into: the- Yard, belonging. to the Houſe where-the Meeting - 
was and yet (as he confciſed - the Owner of the Houſe ſome time 
after ) he knew not what ailed him, but he had not power to go- over 
the Stile, tho ſometimes he had his hand upon it 3 -and tho the Houfe and * 
Stacks about it, were ſhewn him before he came to Town, and had' 
no-reaſon to doubt but that was the Houſe, ic Randing at a diſtance from » 
any other Houfe, yet he turned to another Houſe, being neareſt to. it, 
where a Wotnan being at home, was asked, Fhether it was not ſuch 2 
Man's Hoaſe * or whether the Metting was nat there? And ſhe faith ftill, .. 
ſhe was ſb ſurprized with fear, that ſhe could make him no Anſwer : where - 
opon he ſaid to the Woman; Canft thou -not ' ſpeak ? art thou dumb Por * 
art thou mad? This Account ſhe gave then, but it being fo long fitce, 
ſhe rnay have forgotten 3 but bting lately asked of it, ſhe ſaith, he aid, . 
Art'thon a Fool ? ' But by this Confuſion they were im; the People mer, - 
were gotten away before any Informers came in. - The Infarmers hanuated ' 
them ſeveral times after,. and: one time came in when there were: bur * 
four befides the Family, and the Children of the* Town under fixtcer -. 
Years of Ape. When they ſaw-how- they were ctoffed feveral-times, and 
Mr.. Bzrret had charged him that came” firl}, and his Companion; © witle” 
breach of God's Law, not keeping the Sabbath-Day, tur hindridg _ : 
: | ang ' 
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and put him in mind of a great Fit of Sickneſs he had, when he lay under 

very great Terrors, how often he had viſited him, and how welcome he 

was to him then, to viſit and pray with him. This Informer and his Com- 

panion ſeemed to relent. One of them was (not long after) put into 
the Goal for Dcer-licalings 


Mr. 0. H, makes th's Relation of a great Amazement and Diſturbance ' 
of Mind, upon ſome that were' to take the Names of his Hearers. 


© May22. 1670, AsI was riſing out of my Bed, my Servant came to 
© me, and told me, there were two Men delired to ſpeak with me 3 whoſe 
© Buſineſs was to'ask me, If I durſi adventure to preach in the Chappel, 
*Mr. H, being abſent, and no notice being given to the People, many of 
© whom[would come, and be diſappointed ? I utterly denied at firſt : They 
© were loth to bring me into Trouble yet if 1 was willing, the Chappel- 
© Doors ſhould be opened, and the Bell rung. I conſidered of it, conſulted 
© fome Neighbours, begged direction of God, and about an hour. aftcr 
© I conſented, upon theſe Conſiderations: They were my ancicnt People; 
© I was foxcibly thruſt from them,the Spirits of Men were much moderatcd 
© I knew the Sabbath would be profancd 3 it being Fhit-Sunday, many 
© Strangers walking abroad to ſce their Friends z Quakers twit- us,. that 
© we will not venture upon Hazards: But aboveall, my Lord's Example, 
© and the Neceſlity of Soulsz and who knows what Good may be done ?_ 
© Upon this, about nine of the Clock, I went up, -read, ſung, prayed, 
© preached quietly, on Fudg. 5- 31. Let them that love him be as the Sun, 
© when be goeth forth in bis Strength. About one in the Afternoon we mec 
© again, and about three of the Clock, Mr. $z. El. brought Th. H. Church- 
© Warden, and Sam. W. Overſeer, awing them with a Fine of Five Pounds 
© if they. refuſed, . St. El. put in the Officers before him, who were 
© exceedingly daunted. One of them was ſo awed and aſhamed, that he 
© crept down into a Seat, and was fo exceeding fick, that he could not 
* give account of one Perſon. . The Tnformer went along among the Peo- 
* ple, looked fireightat me, ſaid nothing, went down the Alley, and look'd 
_ © upon the People as he went aiong. It was. a Cauſe of Diſtraction to 
© us but I went on, and called to the People to look Proofs, which would 
* be a Help to them againſi that Diſtraction. When they went out, 
* St. E, ſent Th. H. again into the Chappel, to take Names: He again 
* walked through the North Alley, ſtood at Scats ends, went out into 
© thi Chappel-Yard, where they conferred Notes, writ down Names: And 
* tho the Chappel was full of their own Neighbours, .yet they could not 
© take ten Names, they were ſo confounded. The Munday we Ie 
| 2 ; ; * ftollow- 


- 
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<following, Mr. I. and Mr. C. two Juſtices, took my Buſineſs into Ex- 
©2minations The Informer St. E. ſtood there, examining the Qthcers by 
© Interrogations: Did not you ſee ſuch and ſuch there? And fo they ex- 
©torted ten Names: of many Hundreds that were preſent. 

* 7uly 13. 1670,. F. M. Confiable, Th. H. $I. came to make. difireſs 
©of my Goods, with three B-arers to carry them away, The Conſtable 
©took hold of the Bed whereon I lay, put off his' Hit, ſaying, 1 ſeize 
© upon this Bed for his Majeſty's uſe. Itold them, It was enough for them 
©to-mark them, and leave them, tilt they had \Chapmen to buy them : 
© They ſaid, the Informer would buy them. So they took Bed, Bedding, 
© Tables, Chairs, Chelts, Books, to the value of Fourteen: Pounds; for 
© Ten Pounds, My Wife defired them to take Chairs, rather than our 
© Meal-Cheft; but they laid a Curtain-upon-the Floor, and poured out 
©the Meal upon it, and took away our Cheſt... They carried the Goods 
* into an Alchouſe, and drankupon them, got Prizers, who prized them 
©at 101. 165; 8 4d, They had beſpoken a good Dinner, ſaying,. They 
* would bring Over-plus Goods enough to pay for all. They prized" ten 
© Books at thirty Shillings. They cauſed the Bel-man to cry the Goods 
©in Halifax, Auguſt 13. but could {ell none of them.. The Juſtices bad* 
the Officers to take them themſelves. They anſwered, they had Goods 
* enough. The Conſtable'grew weary: of the Buſi- TL8 
©neſs, delivered all to the Hands of the ſucceeding © Nonconformiſfts Goods: 
© Conſtable. The Houſe' where they were laid up a dead: Commodity 3 
© rew weary of them, and defired the next Con- Who paid for the: 
©'(ftable to find a Room for them, or they would caſt Feaſt then £- 
©them out: They got leave to ſet them: in a Barn | 7 | 
* in Coley-Hall, June6.1671.. One: Robert Reyner of Wakefield, brought a+ 
* Cart and five Horſes to fetch them away, — When they laid a Chair in- 
*the Cart, one ſaid, Where's Heywood's God now, that he uſed to pray to 2 
© They remained Rill at Y/akefield; Auguſt 15; 168c. 


In December 1668, Mr. Fobn Shuttlewood, ſometimes Miniſter of R. in 
the County of Leiceſter, was taken withimany others, ſinging a Pfalm by: 
M. B. and thirty or forty Horſemen with Swords drawn-and Piſtols cock'd; 
{cycral of both Sexes- were beaten and driven into the Field, and diſmiſſed 
npon promiſe of appearing next day before fome Juſtice of Peace 3 Mr. $h- 
was examined by Juſtice $. when he had been at his PariſhChurch to hear: 
Divine Service? Mr, Sh. anſwered, he knew none charged him for Ab»- 
ſence : the Juſtice asked him, if he would promiſe to go the next Sunday ?* 
Mr. $h. anſwered, he did not know how Divine Providence might diſpofe 
of him. before that time 3 upon this the Juſtice made him his Mittimus for 

x | a4 
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a Breach of the 35 of Eliz. and delivered him to the Cuſtody of one Charles 
. Gibbons, a Quarter-Maſicr in a Troop of the Trained Bands, to convey 
him to Lyeceſter Goal. | 
It being too late that Night, they reſted where they were, and Mr, $h, 
craving a Bleſſing upon their Meat, Gibbons comes into the-Room, and 
ſwore a bloody. Oath, and ſaid, Wbat, are jott a preaching * Soon after a 
| Neighbour Gentleman came, and made requeſt, that Mr. $h, and the reſt 
of the Priſoners might go that Night to their own Houſes, and offered a 
Bond of a thouſand Pounds for their Appearance the Gentleman preſſing 
hard for that Night's Liberty.. Gibbons girt his Sword about him, and 
(wore deſperately, that fince he loved them fo well, he - ſhould go with 
them, and continued ſwearing all the Night, thatin caſc he ftirr'd, ( to 
uſe his own Phraſe) he. would make the Sun ſhine through him. Next 
'Morning Gibbons ſent the Priſoners away with ſome Souldiers, and (taid 
himſelf with the: Gentleman 3 and glad they were, they were going to 
Priſon, as being in worſe than Priſon till-they were there. Mr, Sh. and the 
other continued in Priſon till the 24th of February, and were then diſmiſt. 
Anns 1670, ſoon aſter the Act againft Conventicles came out, the ſaid 
.Gibhbons came with armed Men, and took Mr. Sh. and fix or ſeven 
at a Houſe in Th. and carried them to an Alc-houſe, and after ſome time 
diſmiſt them upon promiſe to appearat four a Clock next Morning at that 
Place; next day he carried them all to three ſeveral places in Leiceſterſhire 
_ and Northamptonſhire, keeping them a conſiderable while ir each Place, and 
at laſt brought them to C.in Leiceſteſ. where Juſtice C* would have extor- 
ted ſome Confefficns from the Priſoners;-and Gibbons, though commonly a 
deſperate Swearer, told the Juttice'in the prefence of them all, He would 
* 1 2 "4+  » damn bis Soul for none of them.. He could not 
A common Swearer {wear there was a Conventicle, whereupon the 
afraid of Perjury and Juſtice was: about to diſmiſs them : but a Lawyer 
Damnation, is much bet= preſent told him, he might convict them upon 
ter than thoſe who fear notorious Evidence, which he did, and ſent War- 
neither Perjury nor Hell, Tantsto diſirain upon Mr. Sh. for 20 !, and 20 1. on 
Indeed he could not ſwear the'owner of the Houſe;and 5 s. a piece on othcrs; 
a Conventicle, for as the Mr, Sh, conveyed: away his Cattcl, but the reſt 
lajt Sentence went out of paid. Anno 1672» while Mr. $h, had the King's 
the Preacker's Mouth, Licence, Gibbons came upon him, and-took him 
he came to the Window and the Maſter of the Houſe, and brought them 
and ſwore 4 dreadful before.Capt. C. of L. who then refuſed to a, but 
Oath. afterwards did fend out his Warrants to diftrain 
221. on'Mr. $h. 201, on the Houſe, &c. but both 
eſcaped, tho not with. ut Damages : but great Fines were laid upon the 
| Hearers, 
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Hedrbrs, © | Ta'the Ft of February, 4; Gibbons came, Tr. : Wi | 
Mr. Sh. * Houle i in Lubnam, | p 
after his wonted manner, and took leveral- Annes, Ing. Mr.:$h 
and.them to meet him.next day,” at an Alchouſe in ,".tO, appear 
before his Great Maſicr, Col. F, who. was wont: to., Farah bim. with 
Warrants before-hand, _ But the Colonel's San,'a Son. o f his.old. Age, 
dy png that morving,..( who fcll fick,- as ic.1s faid, :that Day. /'bls Father gare 
arrants to break up that Meeting,), They all appearcd.aFcording, to 
wolige and were difmiſs'd, upon iſe to.appear upon. lawful. .Sum- 
-mons. Tnftead of ſuch a Summons, Gibbons got a Warrant of. Sir Th. B. 
C not long after deceaſed ) to diſtrain upon Mr. $h, for: forty.Pounds: 
And the Officers took away, ſeven Milch-Gows of; Mr.. "yy 'Ss, 4M fered 
thein to Sale 3 and the beſt Chapman that came, was- ..5, of;M. 
paid ſeven Pounds for them, and Six-pence Earneſl,. ( without the privity 
of Mr, $b..) which was paid to che Officers, who paid. it to. the: Tafices 


_ who gave Receipts for the Moncy. 


.. branded four of, oe Come ad joilled them in;.the Grounds of 
one, IV. of Lo ngton, .".Gibhans, and his great Campanion-Percy, hearing 
bf the. Cows, go tothe Conſt 1G .wh holds hoe tagilt ki og onthe 
faid Ja. Wilſon for:2-4, 4, 154 for being at.t "Mccting 5, G Gt 
Percy got the Warrant out ;of.the Conſtable Rapids, "pretending | ic to £; 
ſomething out. of it, but i it wag, to put _ in, oF to. empower = 
todiſirain the four Cows,, . Andlgboth went into FeovnSs and fapns 
the Cows, impoundecithem. about. ; Irs. and them, 
ans rare. them in mCrtan, WHere th: F 

anions, one far ARA ET Ar UPON BUG Ld arlng 
theſe things, went Kaye of ah. rrant; tafetch&uh bar before bi 
upon ſuſpicion of Felony 3 -but the Juſtice rcfuſcd.to give. Ya Warrant 
except he would lay fatFelony to. t ng Fharge, which Fold, not 
do,  becqule they impounded them oe5 to Gibbous, $0 knaw 
what Authority he took away ns rf ows, d FALK th te 24 ON 


they retuled to:do, Gzb3ong g him,; 
He erns tg Ns oe Dee 


to wipe his Moutb wi he. He, went <O 


{Pen Fo 


gh, which h he told him he, could. not; \8fant, ects it, was agyialt the 


g yy 3; 
"Dae of the Perſons diftrained HPON,- to Pay 2 W 4 is 7. to th Of- 
ficers3 Gibbons caught up the Money, and. gave it to his Partner 'orcy, 


, and .faid,; he ſhould be;Conliable 3. and: away. they.went with'itz, »C, 1 


D. S.. heard, that Gibbons had conveyed. away the: four. Cows whe 


, Night, after which he never heard of them more, and ſent fox a Writ for 


him 3 but when the Bayliffs came to arreſt Gibboris, they found he was - 
M PO 


xoteQcd by the above-ſaid Cp), F. a Parliament-Man, ( and. in the Li 
bo Fadoncy?) proneef Kerns, Ot A 
- bv rf ment pot of Ggd rok him out of that SanQuary; 
for being®at' Extierzporth; in Decemb. r675, very fult of Drink, and ha- 
| riogihefCaygiveriout many threatning Speeches againſt feveral Difſenters, 
he wontd not be perſuaded to ftay all Night, tho it was late, about nine 
inthe vight, bur-wou}d go hotne : But when he had gone about half a 
Mile tywards borne, 'he fell joto '4 Dicch, through which 'a Tittfe Warep 
oo Þ me rar (as we mull — Y he damm'd up that littfe 
Wir of "Water 'by which he was found drowned next Moriing by a Milk- 
Maid, in a'very remarkable manner for all his Body was above Water, 
except his Neck and Face : neither was the Water high enough, when it 
was dampm'd vp, to'tover a!l his 'Face, for ſome” part of his Noſe'and 
Forthead were Ren'above Water, oe OI 
"A Conformipg Minifter, and/a worthy Man, fince deceaſed, who knew 
Kim well,” ered this following Remark in Bear#s Theatre of Judgments; 
* Charles Gibbons, a notorious Swearer and Drunkard, having been at 
© Lactterworth in Leicefter-(hire, being full of Drink, and it being lace at 
£ Niphit, wat difſuaded from'gomg hotne, which was at Kimeot, two Miles 
"oF fapire he would g&home in fpight of all the Devils in Hell 5 but he 
hs found grad con nir ord fc allow, Run of Water, which did not 
©coyer' his Body, betwixt Lutterworth and Miſterton. DE RN Y 
- "One of Gibbon?r's Companions, that had been drinking with him that _- 
Evening, <A with him when he" went- out. of Town, was {adly: 
affrighred inhis going home*to his.own'Hobufe'in I xpterworth, with Soy 


thing Yke 4 black Bow, *which' be (aid; *When' he Heird nexe Morning tha 
Gib}ons was deal,” was the Devil on na, 


gto drown'Gibbins,” ©! 
When Gibbon; was folind, he had not one Periny'in his Purſe, 'and his 
| Goods were yalued' at Two Shillings and Six-Pence. ' Here's one Exam- 

le more of outragious Profanegefs, a miſerabfe ſudden Death, and deep 
Foverty: ' Who ever read or heard '6f ' an” Informer,  bleſt_ in, Body or 
L* >.> Eh. SIT9 K £55 d&s HY 3d. HJ YG LE: La <q, 4 


 Atd'the Fotrgucof hisCampanion Povy rap very Tow 3 for all he could 
muſter {ip eo pay the Charges of D. $.s Stir, 'which'was 9 1.. 105 came- 
but to' fx Pound, made off the little Goods'he had, fled his Country, 
became a Driver of, Beaſts about Iſlington; £ 
terwards'4 Beggar, and f> tlie djec , as 19! 
YR 12091 £434 OVA DAG EIGCL BIDT,. 
In Otter, 1681, Walſor tid FoMfwirrh, both Inhabitants of Diiping 
in Lincoln-fhire, (Watſon was a” very, witty, cloſe, 'caming Fellow; 
Holdſworth was a heavy, clumſy, poor Fellow 3 "the one fitted*to =o: 
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the other to: follow.) came to Okebams: in-Rat in. hopes of, gpod 
' Markets, by the Sale of Modefty; Truth, and row 
ather Mens Goods )' there'a/Noneonformiſt Preacher and Con ry 
on met but of Church-time 3 'The Preacher kept np tn an upper Room, 
and the Doors of the Houſe were-lock'd, fo that the Informerscpuld only 
ſometimes hear a Voice indiſtin&ly,- but they heard enough for their pur- 
poſe : They went and ſwore againſt the'/Preacher; { whoſe Name [they 
had lcarned fince their coming to Town-) that -there- was 'an unlawtul 
Meeting in his Houſe. ' Upon* which "a Warrant | was ified out © fo) 
Twenty Pounds upon hit 3 | and yet” they named no Preacher, nor 
Hearerss 
They informed of a Mecting, of Quakers, and ho there were ten 
Perſons at it, and particularly. one Bewwen, who, Was not there, nor Xn 
been there in half. a Yearbefore. 1 
| Theſe Fellows, in their return home, were oveRyked by a ſpher ag 
who rode about two Miles with them, and, to their great vexation, if: 
courſed of the Calling of Infarmers, and the untimely. Ends of ſeveral 
of them, and therefore-warn'd them often and carneftly to' rake heed} 
But VVarſon faid,- The Diſſenters were: Helkborn Rogues, ard fot Tyfor- 
mers Trade was lawful”: 
LE About Febracoy following Clafl patt) Pr afirtatin ble Tngue vous 
black and fiwelled, ſome while before he dicd, and led his Companion the 
way into the other World, where there: is not as much as 'a. Preacher's 
Voice to be heard. Within a Week after Holdſworth followed: biry, cry 
out in his Sickneſs, The Devil, the Devil, he will fetch me; do not « ou! 
_ bim? and wiſhing he had not Engaged. in that Way 
| Theſe miſerable Wretches were poo FU brokeh. Mex Beſte they” took 
this Trade, were defeated of the Fines tevied-upon their Informations, in 
the Parts where they ured, and died extreme poor, | 


Some Soukdiers came one * LordPs-Day; in April ht 1682; Low-Swiiday 
as it is remembred, to-break up a Meeting, and torake Mr, Browning of R 
in Norvbampton-ſhire: TheConſftable admonithed them to be wa advi- 
ſed what they did « For (ſaid he) when Sir —— was alive, be 
proſecuted theſe Meetings, and oy eight Soldiers of the Count 32 
therein, Ee bo obs So =, cp 
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$ them all at Eval, times. that days - This Story is telated by bthers 
0 | ClregmRances 3 but this being the more. modes. 
rate To ir-almou inthe very; ſatne- Words, -io which it: Was 
cotti , reputablc han 
t {oh ble þ 
ſtices 


d toda Friend. | 

Neal Peace were in a great Hegt that day in che purſue of 
r by eg and,.che Meeting 5” bur the-Birds were Hown, before they 

Wy calt thein,Net, and: fo.cleaped. | 
Dn bear chat this Conſtat for all his: Convidtion, is at any time 
I 3&1 t Mecting. 1v is remarkable, how ſach Perſons-may-be re- 
prac " and Ow readily. the Conſcience, a little awakened, makes Con- 
firudions of- the Divinc Providences to be Acts of Judgment, and Admoe 
niyogs Gp them. . 
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as 3 the ſame Ron” C: am ifared of RW Example : : Since that, 
W. H.: one of.the Church-wardegs of the Cine Pariſh, and one of the moſt 
imbittered Enernics of the Mectings, -who had often, Quatrels with fone 
of his near Relations about, chem, and eſpecially the Night before he di- 
ed, who was ſuddenly ſtruck dead.in his own. Yard, ayd never ſpoke, nor 
breathed © one Breath, ;af aftcx he iwas taken, -withit:: As he had no notice of 
its Arreſt, till it catnc3 ſo he gave no notice of hjs being to die,” to any 
other... Surely, ;the: Conſtabte:muſt nceds-be confurmed in his Reſolutions 
againſt Acting, by this ſudden Death. Some threatning_ Words againli 
the Barn, the. common Name, of Meetings, ſpoken by him; are by ſome 
rcmembred3, but grgcral Words axe moſt n= and I ill content ny 
ſelf, with.) ther... ; ol 120 


. That it may. not. be: thought WY; our Nopconflnnil KA, do Qrerch 
and enlarge {mall andordinary Occurrences; and Acts of Divine Providence; 
I will ſhew you what Caution and- Modeſty is to be.ſeen in their Accounts 
" of Paſſages. One writes thus, who is known to have ſuffered Impriſon- 

ment, and to wade through many Troubles, and is at thisitime upder a 
moſt ſevere and watchful Eye: As to. my ſelf, I have been ſo careleſs. in 
keeping any exatt Account of what T have met with, that 1 cannot doit: In 
tbe general, Tcan only ſay this, That in all 1have met with, God bath ſo dealt 
with me, that T have fee very little, Another to his Friend ; I could 
have ſent you ſome other Accounts, but that T and others are.aftaid to. graze too 
much upon ſome Perſons. | And another to his nquiring Friend; with like 
Modeliy : Thus much T know in: the general, that everal. foxl Perjuries' have 
Tnformers in this County been guilty of, far which fome of them have beet pro* 
ſecuted aud convilied, and afterwards fled and abſconded, to eſcape Puniſh= 
meats. —— And very many of the Informers and Perſeeutors, bave been Perſons 


en . foo the Nonconfoanitls, . TEES 
of moſt profligate Line — And the Hand of God bath. moſt. eminently ap- 

| peared againit. ſome- of them, by untimely Deaths, by the Hand of God vemar- 

 kably flretched, forth againſt them, as T have been certainly informed, rf 

of undoubted Credit ; but in regard I cannot give an exadt and partic: 

count of all Circumſtances, T am conſtrained to paſt by theſe Things in filence, 


than to wrong the Account by any Miſtakes _ 


I.cannot paſs over. one. Obſervation within .mine own view.. In the 
Country where I live, the Infouners are a new-Set of Men 3 ſome that were 
Informers.1in former Years are yet alive, but 'defiſt and refuſe to inform, 
either upon Conviction of Conſcience, Fear of Evil, Obſervation of the. 
ſhorc, ſhameful, and miſerable Ends of others, or other ſirong Reſtraints 
upon them. I am credibiy informed of ene, whofe Name and Perſon I 
know, that hath gone to a Nonconformi( Preacher, with thele or the like 
Words :- Sir, I bave done you Wrong, and brought Trouble upon you, T: 
pray forgive me, &c. | = Cl 

| But moſt free and full, truly pious and penitent, is this Copy of a Let- . 
ter, which was ſent. by one that had been an Informer, to'a moleſted ; 
Difſenter, faithfully tranſcribed by me in the Informer*sown Words... 


| A Letter of a penitent Informer. . 


Goodman-Fenn,... - | . {ps 
T. 4chaowledg mine Error, and that T did fooliſhly in coming to your Houſe, 
Þ ard in difturbing the Company which were met there, and in bringing you + © 
gnd them on the Stage, and into a ſuffering Condition 5 which bath ſeveral times | 
troubled me very much, and at this time lies heavy upon me, becauſe T am not in : 
Condition. to return you and your Friends, what is ont of 'your and their 
Pockets : But if ever it ſhall pleaſe God to make m2 in a Condition able thereto, 
I do intend, to the beſt of my Power, to bear your and your' Friends Dirburfe- 
ements, which you and your Friends were put to by. my occaſion, by returning - 
to you and them, ſome. of what you and they bave been forced to pay by my. 
weanr. And inthe mean time, I do earneſily defire you, and your Friends which 
bave been Sufferers with you, ta forgive me_'the Wrong which T bave done to + 
every one of you, T do deſire you, and all thit were Partakers 'with you in 
' your Sufferings, 20 beearneſt with God in your Prayers for me, not once, but often, 
#0 deſire the Lord to forgive me the Sin which I committed againſt bim, ' in-what I 
did againſt you, and them which were met at. your Houſe,” when T diſturbed 
Mr. King in his Exerciſe.” How do T know but that God may bear your 
Prayers for me, and turns his fierce Wrath from me, you being the Perſons = 
: ved 2 - 


\ 
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ved ?- The Alwighty God bath been pleaſtd to encourage me to ſend to you all 
which rs cncenedin he fri, bi hat be din he Cofe of Job chap 
42. verſ. 7,8,9. So the Lord of Mercy move all your Hearts to pray for me, 
that he would pardon my Sin, fot not doing that which "was right to thoſe that 
were worſhipping of bim ; and it may be the Wrath of God may be appeaſed at 
your Requeſt, and have Mercy wpon me, and not deal with 'me according to 
my Deſert, I hope that God of bis infinite Mercy will forgive that Sin of do- 
ing bis Prophets barm, and far offending of bis little Ones ; and alſo give me 
Grace for the Time to-come, 1134 only to Erhesy diving his Prophets hat, and not 
offending of bis little Ones, but do the beft I can to defend bis Prophets, and 
cheriſh bis little Ones. The Words of Saul are verified in me, I find it hard 
#0 kick, againſt the Pricks. . | 


Hoxne, Suff, | © FEB BIT) \ 7p 
' July 8. 1680. LIES et. i 


E have by theſe Inſiances cleared the Ground of the Obſervations laid 
down in the Entrance of thelc Naratives, which I do'heartily wiſh may 
become effeQual Admonitions and Warnings to them that walk in their 
Steps, to turn them back, before. they fall under the like Obſervation, as 
Examples of God's Difpleaſare. © 313 399 + 


I ſhall propoſe ſome other ObjeQs of God's Diſpleaſure, tho not of In- 
formers, but of ſuch as have opened their Mouths in Menaces againſt Mi- 
niſters, that have declarcd a Spirit of Diſobedience againſt God, and:Perſe. 
cution againſt his Servants, Ang + wig 

The great Uſe that ſome make of the Laws is, to be Inftrutnents of their 
Difaffettion toy and Revenge upon ſuch as they hate, not knowing how to 
come at them by any other Law, being inculpable as to other Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors. os SM _ 


-Feb. 13. 1660, One H. H. of T. Ev. in the C. of W. was very aQive 
in getting a Warrant againlt Mr. P. Miniſter of that Place, and ſeveral 
other Miniſters, for not reading Common-Prayer, ( while there was ari 
Indulgence in that Point.) He left Order with his Uncle 4. H. Conſta- 
ble, that if any ſuch Warrant came in his abſence to him, he ſhould ſpee- 
dily execute it :\. He went that day to G, a Neighbour-Village, and bein 
* drunk with age T. C. a debauched Companion of his, coming home, fell 
from his Horſe, and felldown dead in the. place. 

£ Lk bY | This 
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_ This Judgment of God might have befalley him for- hisDrunkenneſs, oc 
he mighe have eſcaped it, as many Drunkards do but his Enmity againſt 
his Miniſter, known to be a worthy good Man, was an Accumulation of 
his Sins, and a refuſing to be taught and reformed by - him. What cared 
ſuch Perſons for the Common-Prayer,. as it was the Form of Service paid 
toGod? If it had been from Zeal to that, he would have abſtained 
from his fcandalous Sins. | 


Fune 16.1661. Mr. B. of B. St. F. (aid to a Gentleman of Quality, 
That he would leave nevera Horſe in his Team, nor Sheep in his Fold, 
but he would rout out Mr. S. the Minificr of the Paziſh, ( who would 
not comply with Prophaneneſs ) before Harveſt, as near as it was, if he 
did not read Common-Prayer, and that if he were not gone before Har- 
veſt, he would be gone himſelf; God took him at his theeatning, forhe 


- 


' was gone out of the World before that time came. 


© June 2661, R. M.of D.and F. B, with other bad Men, had procured 
the outing of Mr. f. a very eminent Miniſter of the Place 3 M. was 
heard to ſay, that the day that F. ſhould go away from D.. would be the 
happieſt or merrieſt day in the Year to him: Upon the very. day of Mr. F's 
going away, M. going with a little cmpty Cart: and one Horſe into-the 
Field, the Horſe by a firange Providence, drew the Cazt oves his Leg, 
which cruſhed the Bone to pieces, and tore the Fleſh: from his. Thigh, of | 
which Wound he lay in tormenting pain ſome days after, and then dicd 
miſerably. | 
November 21. 1661, The foreſaid F. B. of D. in Wilts, the Enemy 
of Mr. F. of whom he ſaid blaſphemouſly, that . and: his God had 
cheated the Pariſh theſe 14 Years. He had been drinking at ily, where 
he threatned, that he would be at a Neighbour Pariſh to preach next 
Sunday 3 meaning that he would execute a Warrant upon ſome Phanatickg 
(as he called them ) that would hear a neighbour-Miniſter preach : Bur 


_ riding homeward that Night, he affrontcd: ſome ſober Travellers upon: the 


Road, drew his Sword upon them and. made at them, and. one of them. 
in his one defence, ſhot him with a brace. of Bulkets into the Body, of 
which Wound he dicd that day ſevennight. The Gentleman that killed 
kim was tried and acquitted the, next Aiſizes at Sarum. - 


March 1661. One Thorn of D. who had about that time twelve Months 
taken a falſe Oath againſt the aid Mr. F. at the Aſlize in Sarum, being 
firicken in the Tongue ( as he. himſelf afterwards confeſſed ) betore' he 
came out of the Court, which grew worſe and worle, and by degrees 

as | rottcd: 


fox 
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rotted away in” his Mouth, till the Worms crawled out 3 he died delpe- 


rately.and miſerably. 


Mr. Lewis Facy Miniſter, impriſoned by a Capias in Bodmyn Goal in 
- Cornwall,” was no ſooner entred, but was railed at, by a violent ſpirited 
Woman in the Priſon : He mildly defired 'her to forbear, kept himſelf 
: retired, and- while he was at Prayer, ſhe came and railed at him, at his 
Chamber-door, at, which ſhe was taken with a Numbneſs.( a Pally.) fo 


. 


that ſhe could not'fpeak nor heJp her (elf. *_ 


' "Mr. Collins of Ottery St. M:ry in Devonſhire, was by the contrivance of 
2 High Conftiable, apprehended by a Petty Conflable, (lodged in the 
7 FRO%, 2 'High Contable's Houſe to that, purpoſe) as he 


"The famous Atts of was going to 'a Funeral, 'by a Warrant from one 


. 'this Juſtice B. may be Juſtice B. and H. and put under Guard, and made 
-read in a printed Narra- to pay his Guard, till they carried him to Goal 


tive from Devcn. for fix Months, for living within five Miles of 
;*F { -+..% 2" + this Pariſh "The Head [Conſtable gacs out of 


the way, conveying himfelf to Exton, "before Mr. Collins was taken, But 
.aS'near as can be computed the High Conftable was taken; 11! at Exton, 
in the very hour in which the Petty Conſtable ſerved his Warrant -o0n 

Mr. Collins, and was carri:d home, the next day died. © | 
- Mr. Thomas Tregoſſe relates this following Providence cf God, in Mercy 
.and Judgment. . 'In the'Lent Aſſize, at Exon, 1670, his Trial was put 
.off, the -Deputy-Mayor of Torrington attending, who was. the grand 
'Enemy. At the next Aﬀlizes, the ſaid G, 'S. Deputy-Mayor, could 
-not atterid, and thereby Mr, Treg. was acquitted by the Jury. But what 
-hindred or 'kept his Adverſary at home? He had'in a drunken Voyage, 
Fallen from bis Horſe, by which his Shoulder Bone was diſlocited, and he 
'becatne unable to dreſs or undreſs himfelt, and fo like to continue to his 
Death : His Wife, a violent Woman,. died of a Tympany ( a fearful 
Spectacle ) the Lord*s-day Night, after Mr. T; had preactied at Torringtoa. 
' -One Denis, Brother-in-law to Smith, who idjojed at the breaking up.of 
the Conventicle, which he faid:did him more good, than all his Lofles 
did fadden him this poor Wretch ( ſaid he ) did hang himſelf in his 
Study, and his Eſiate forfeited to the Town) this eat Fods inert befel 
his Wife, to have her Husband. hang himſelf, and his Eſiate forfeited, 
_ who belched our eſe Words 'upon” Mr. Treg. Hang the Rogue, bang him 

at the Sign-poſt,' or next Tree, and never ſend bim to Exon. | x 

Before ever I faw the Life of the (aid Mr. Tregoſſe I received the Sub- 
Rance of a Story related in it, from an indifferent hand rcſident in thoſe 
/ | ; | Parts 5 


WP" OY 


my 


w__ YO Dy. hy. 0 LO... IS AD BD 


wm # as. deed nd in pas VC (hH WW 2"p pus aid FOp = 


- 
/ 


>, 


for the Nonconfozmits, | —# g 
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' arts 3 and becauſe it-is expoſed in Print already, I ſhall be themore bold 


to tranſcribe it : Mr. T. Ro. a Juſtice of Peace had committed Mr. Tr. to 
Priſon for three Months; he had not come home out of Priſon four 
days before Mr. Rob. gave out, that he would ſpeedily fend him back 


 _ again to the Place from whence he came. He defigned to go to Market 


to get another Juſtice of Peace to joyn with hims but before his going . 
thither, he went according to his uſual cuſtom, to vifit a Tenant's Wife, 
and in his return, was ſet upon by his own Bul', which never ran at any 
one before, which goared him (ſo, that he died of his Wounds. 

A Perſon of Quality too violently acted, and influenced by ſome of 
high Dignity, ſet himſelf to proſecute the Nonconformiſts that lived 
Within his reach 3 and one time making a viſit to a great Peer, did make _ 
too much ſport-with his Imployment, ſaying, He had been perſecuting 
the Godly Party ; ong other Stories, repreſenting them very odi- 
ouſly, he told this Paſſag5Aull of Blaſphemy (and I doubt not as full of 
Falſhood in thoſe who told it himY'in a Prayer, ſpeaking to the Divine 
Majeſty 3 Thou art like George on Horſe-back, , thou ſeemeſt to come, but doſt 
not come, If it had been true and certain ſuch Language had been uſed, 
certainly it ſhould not have been repeated with Pleaſure. His Coach-man . 
did not make Expedition in bring his Coach to him : then ſaid he, My 
Coach-man is like George on Horſe-back,, he ſeems to come, but doth not come. 


Thus making Sport 3 but in his return home, he was taken fo ill, that he 


betook himſelf to his Chamber and in his Bed, and all the Prayers and 
Tears of his Friends could not prolong his Days, Death made ſpeed and 
would not tarry. | 

Now it is time ro bring home theſe Examples and preſent them to 
the view, and lay them not at the Doors, but before the Hearts and 
Conſciences of three ſorts. of Perſons, at this time roo deeply, if not toe 
heartily engaged in the Suppreſſion of Nonconforming Proteſtants» 


7. Thoſe Magiſtrates that ſerve the Delign. 
' 2, Thoſe of the Clergy that wiſh or approve if. | 

3. Thoſe Under-Officers and Agents, that go under too diſhonurable 
a Name, in my conceit, to come in the ſame Page, or ftanda-breſt in my 
Diviſion, with Magiſtrates and Miniltcrs, F: 


1. Of the Mag ſirates. | | = > 

Noble and worſhipful Gentlemen, T made bold in a former Plea, to 
addreſs to you.on the bchalf of my Reverend Brethren, fo I call themy 
becauſe Chriſtians; and becauſe they are Proteſiants-and Divines of Age 


and Learning: 1 accuunt their Sufferings to be a great breach upon our 
N Proteſtant 


j 
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Proteſtant Body, a weakening of our Strength, a Blot upon our profefed 
Chriſtianity, no Service to the King or Church, but a rejoycing and a 
Service to their and our' profeſſed Enemies: it can be for no Man's Ente-. 
reſt, Profit, or Hcnour to trouble the Servants of Chriſt, and to-provoke 
his Wrath, which if it be kindled but a little — Bled are al] they who 
puttheir truſt in him. | MY 

** F may better ſpeak in the Cauſe of others, tlian in mine own; and 
when I plead for them, I really believe, Toffer you a Service that ſhould 
not be deſpiſed, but favorably corftrued, and kindly- taken 3 for 1. do - 
warn you to hare nothing todo with the Ruine of juft, .good, peaceable, 
holy, learned Men and Chriltians, and the King's good Subjects, yea, and 
ſome of your beſt Friends 3: for I do believe, they make many, Prayers to 
God for you, to turn your Hearts; to ſave your Souls 3 and their Interce(- 
ſions for you, are as one piece of Defence between you and harm. If theſe 
are my Miſtakes, T am miſtaken and if I am altogether miſtaken, I bee 
feech you pardon the Miſtake, and accept the Aﬀe@ion, Reſpe&t, Ho- 


Nour, and Good-will 1 bear you 3 for I would' ſerve you. without .a 


Miſtake if I:could: But verily, I'think, I'am pretty right in my Judgment 
of this Caſez and: have the concurrent ſenſe of ſome of them, or of 
their Relations, who have been. ative in the ſame way in which you 
now appear. < 7 
Youare notall-of a Mind and Temper 3- you ac from various Diſpoſi= 
tions or Habits of-Mind3 and theſe are as various, as thoſe obſerved by. 
that antient  Chriſtian-Cicero, LaFantizs; of the Proſecutors of the Chri- 
fans: © Accepta enim Poteſtate pro ſuis moribus quiſq, ſevivit —, © Some for 
© too great a fear, have ventured to do more than they were commanded ; 
© Others out of a private Hatred of their own againſt juſt Men 3 ſome from. 
©a natural Cruelty of their own3 ſome that they might pleaſe, and by this 
Office ( or Service) prepare ( or ſecure ) a-way for their Advance-. 
© ment 3 ſome ran headlong to kill, as one of Phrygia, who burnt all the 
© People with the Converticle or Meeting-place it (clf, .( LaGan. de Fufti- 
tia, 1; 5+ C. 11. þ. 450+ Lugd: Bat. 1660.) Thus Men were moved of old. 
From whit of theſe Principles or Aﬀecions they now .move, concerns 
them to enquire, before that meaſure which they mete toothers, be mea-. 
fared to them again» Generous Minds ſhould be locked up againſt the. 


.- Tntruſion of Temptation, to+bring in ſuch low AﬀeCtions as theſe are, by 


which a Chriſtian Heart is more prophaned than the Temple was by 
Pau}'s bringing in of the Gentiles into.1t; theſe are too baſe AﬀeRions.for 
ſuch as hope for Heaven. EO : | 
-You ſay we have a Law, and according to that the Nonconformiſts 0u3ht.. 

to.ſuffer, and-you are impowered to.execute: the Laws indiff.rently, - 
| This 


R—_— 
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« This was the firained Pretence of the Fews to be ſo urgent with Pi- 


ate cocrucify our Saviour 3 Fobn 19. 7. We have a Law, and by our Law 
he ought to dy : Whereas he ought not to have been accounted a Blaſphe- © 


mer, in (aying, He was the Son of God, for he was ſoz and if he had 
been a Blaſpemer, by which of their Laws did they cry, Crucify, crucify 
bim ? Give me leave I beſeech you to ſpeak freely. I have not in all my 
Natratives touch'd upon any that I know now to have his Sword drawtrin 
this freſh Aſſault3 but have related things paſt to be your Admonitions and 
Examples, that I may not provoke, but profit you. | 

I grant you havea Law, and I believe many of you Jo wiſh there were 
no ſuch Law, and many are weary and cautious, ſparing and fair in the 
Execution of it. But I beſeech you once again to keep to the Scope of 
the Law, and to the Law it ſelf, as relating to the Scope, and there 
will be no need of Tumults.to guard any of your Perſons to find out and 
diſperſe the Mectings, nor ſuch fear of you from the Nonconformilts. 
That Preaching and Praying which contains matter of Seditjon, Rebellion 
and Inſurrecion, and is expreſly of that nature without forced and un- 
charitable ConfiruQion, or perverted illogical Inferences, are the only 
Exerciſes under the name of Religiow Exerciſes, which you can juſtly 
puniſh, | Reading Scripture, ſinging Pſalms are Religious Exerciſes, and 
the matter of them undoubtedly godly. Preaching and Praying are as 
undoubtedly God's Ordinances, as the Scripture is God's Word: It is as 
manifeſt Impiety to forbid theſe, any of theſe, or all of theſe in one Af- 
ſembly, as it would be to obliterate any part of Holy Writ, or to cancel 
any Divine Law. It is Impicty, and not to be ſuppoſed that any Chriſtian 
Legiſlators ſhould make a Law to prohibit any Religious Duty or Exerciſe 
in it ſelf conſidered 3 and it any of you think you may puniſh Preachers or 
Hearers, for ſuch undoubted Religious Exerciſes, you ſin againſt God5 
and all the Laws in the World cannot jullify your ſo doing, for no 
Law of Man can defend any Man 1a finnirg againit the Law of God. 
| It is true thar the Preface of a Law is not a Law, and the Scope of 


. the Law is not the Law 3 but as the Scope of the Law expreſſed in the 


Preface, was the Reaſon and Intention of the Law-maker 3 and all the 
general Words in the Law, were formed with reference to the' Scope 
( or elfe they were not mgde as rationalMeans conducing to its Ends, no 
more than it would be to forbid ſpeaking, that there might be no 
ſwearing ), Any Exerciſe of Religion, that tends to Sedition, Rebel- 
lion, and to move InſurreQion, is fo far puniſhable, as it is abuſed and 
perverted to that unſufferable End 3 or elſe you puniſh Religious Duties 
abſolutely taken, becauſe by ſuch Numbers, or by Perfons above ſixteen 
Years of Age, in ſuch Numbers3 and then you'l fay, it is not reigious 
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g2 The Confoaniffs fourth Piea- "= 
© Duties that is puniſhed; but the prohibited number, of above four beſides 
- the Family. | But then again, the number abſolutely taken doth not mike 
* a Crime, or ſhould not, but as it is ſuppoſed, to foment Sedition, For, 
--why ſhall it be unlawful for twenty, forty, or.a hundred of divers Fami-- 
lies to meet in one Place for Religious Exerciſes, any more than for ſome 
noble and great Family, of ſome one Noble- Man or Gentleman, or Board- 
ivg-houſe, which hath ſo-many Perſons in it, to meet together in one 
Room for Religious Duties ?: *- 
Beſides this, it is clear that the Clauſes in the A againſt Conventicles, 
refers to Such an Aſſembly as is prohibited in the beginning of the 
AG : for theſe words, Such Offender, ſa convifted, ſach Offence, like Offence, . 
| ſuch Meeting, ſuch Conventicle, is xepeated twelve or- thirteen times in the 
body of the Act. Now ſuch relates to a Mecting before deſcribed and 
forbidden 3 Such Mceting we find in the beginning of it. The Ad is for- 
providing further and more ſpeedy Remedies againſt. growing and dangerous 
Prafiiſes of ſeditious Searies, and other diſloyal Perſons, who under pretence of - 
tender Conſciences, bave, or may at their Meetings contrive Inſuareftions, . 


Be it enacted. fc. That if any Perſon of the Age of ſixteen Tears, or up=- 
wards, being a Subjet of this Realm —— ſhall be preſent at any Aſſembly, 
Conventicle or Meeting {mark the words) | under colour or pretence] of any Ex- 
erciſe of Religion, in other manner than according to the Liturgy, and Pradiice 
of the Church of England, . in any place within the Kingdom of England, 
Dom. W. or T. of B. upon T: at which Conventicle there ſhall be five Perſons or - 
more, over and beſides.thoſe ofthe ſame Houſhomld ; or if it be in a Houſe, Field, 
or place where. is no Family inhabiting, -Then where any five Perſons or more 
aſſembled as afereſaid;, It ſhall and may be lawful to and for any. out or 
more Fuſtices of Peace upon Proof of ſuch Offence—, Which Proof is either by Con» 
feſſion of the Party, or Oath of two Witneſſes — or notorious Evidence and Cir- - 
exemftance of the Fa&, to mak? Record, &c. 

Will you cut off the Att from the Preface? or have you no regard to + 
the words of the Ac, znder colour or pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion ? - 
then you take nonotice of the Diſcription of the Perſons who make up an 
unlawful &Afſembly or Conventicle, Here are 4hree things to make a 
Conventicle. 1. The Parſons, Numbcr and Age, called ſeditious Sefta- - 
Tier Sand diſloyal Perſons. 2. An Aſſembly of above four of theſe, under. 


colour and pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion, over and above the 
| Family. - : : | | 

Where obſcrve, 1. What is implicd or ſuſpeRed, ( nay, it mult be evi-- 
dent, becauſe it muſi be proved by Witneſſes, os Contcilion of the Party, 


oQL 
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' or not6rious Evidence or Circumſtances- of the Fa ) that ſome ill Con- 
trivance ,is carrying On, : wuder colour or pretence of any Ex.rciſe of Reli- 

Hon, : | a 
_ 2. It is faid, any" Exerciſe of Rebgion, that is, as I conceive-any-parti-- 
cular Duty, as reading a Chapter, ſinging Pſ:Ims, as well as Preaching, / 
| Praying, adminiſiring; Sacraments, or Diſciplines whereby it is clear, the / 

Law forbids not any Exerciſe, no not preaching-in it ſelf, but the colour- 
and pretence of it, in clear and expreſs words. | 

3. Tn other maiiner than according to the Liturgy and Prattice of the” - 
Church of England. The meaning of which is ambiguous, and commonly 
interpreted,” if any Exerciſe of Religion be without the Liturgy; and then + 
it is ambiguous, to ſay, #n other manner than, &c. when the meaning is; - 
without the Liturgy. The Nonconformiſfts have no other manner of - 
Reading, Singing, &c. than is uſual in the Practice of the Church-of Eng: 
land, nor other manner of* Preaching,.. than what is praiſed - in the - 
Church of England. This is the meeting of ſuch it Perſons, that abafe-- 
Religion as a colour and pretence, to. conceal defperate' and pernitious 
Practices in any other manner than according to the Liturgy, And ſuch * 
Perſons, ſuch Offences, ſuch Meetings ſo convifjed, are ſubje&+ito ſuch Pe- _ 
naltics- "BL 16S" ts | fl g 

Now then Gentlemen, keeprto the Laws, and fpare none; But then :? 
conſider why have any acted fo, as to make no difference:between ſedi» 
tiaus Sc&aries and diſloyai, and peaceable loyal Perſons? 'why have they - 
not diſtinguiſhed, as the AQ doth, between any ſubſtantial, innocent Reli- - 
gion, and the colour or pretence of it ? but taking it in the lump, it hath 
been puniſhed, without inquiry after the Leaven of Sedition that leavened * 
the: Lump. . «4 YES» a8 ADSIEY! Fe, 

- I do heartily wiſh this may fall into the Hands, and-upon the Heatt of * 
that Miniſter of Juſtice, who drawing out Evidence from an- impudent = 
Informer, to prove an Information, asked him this Queſtion, Jas there + 
Preaching there ? If the Informer could have. truly ſworn, that there was *- 
Preaching there 3 let the Examiner, as one that ſhall be judged in the great * 
day, think before-hand, how Preaching (not tainted. with Sedition, ori tens.- 
ding to any Evil ta the State) deferved to come inas a- Crime,or the Prea- 
cher puniſhable for it. .. Certainly Preaehing.ſhould be judged a Duty en- - 

- courageable and not puniſhable in- a Chrittian Judicature, It ſhould be - 
haſh to a Chriſtian Ear,«to hear Preaching, an Ordinance of God, and the - 
Power of God- to Salvation, enquired afteg as a Crime! 1 wiſh God may nor + 
lay it toany Magiltzate's Charge, You have tined and'impriſoned my Ser-- 
vants, for preaching and. hearing my Word 3 and 1 wiſh that every fuch-one' - 
may judg hiaſclf for it, and repent before he gg to God's Judgment. | 
: | Way 7 
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Why have any puniſhed the ſinging of a Palm in a Meeting, which 
was in the Metre and Tune practiſed by the Church of England? Why, 
when the Informer being preſent, and making the fifth! Man, have the 
reli ſuffered as a Conventicle, there being but four above the Family, and 
the Informer the fifth ? p 

Ts there no way. to execute a Law, but by a violation of the Law? 
What Law is there for tearing up Free-Holds, pulling down Houſes, tear- 
ing up Seats? Which looks liker a Rout or Riot? a Company of Boys 
2nd rude Fellows, ſome with Swords, and others with Staves and Clubs 
about the Streets, to break'up Mcetings of Men without Arms, and Wo- 
men and Children? What Law is there for executing Warrants on the 
Lord's-Day ? There is one againſt it. What Law is there for Juſtices to 
give out Warrants, that lie dormant in Officers hands, empowering them 
to break up Mectings:that are foreſeen, or foretold ts be? What Law 
TcQuiresa'Juſtice to be an Informer ? to break open Doors at unſezſonable 
Haurs, to fright Women with Child, and others into Fits, when there is 
not fo much as any notorious Evidence or Circumſtance, much leſs Oath 
of any Witneſs or Witneſſes? . | | 

Now. let.us come to the Proof 3 What is a notorious Evidence or Cir- 
cumſtance of Fat? Of. what Fact? Of any Religious Exerciſe without 
the Liturgy > that's the Fat: Now what is the notorious Evidence of 
it? Not a Tone, nor a Voice, nor ſuch a Number.z not Preaching, nor 
any.other Exerciſe of' Religion, can be notorious 1n it ſelf, that it is ſuch 
a Fa, but-to them that are preſent at it. Such Exerciſe may be; and 
yct not differing fromthe manner of the Church, by its own Evidence, 
but to.him or themitowhom it is evident upon the place, or by Oath of 


-two Witneſſcs. But why ſhall two infamous Witneſſes carry it from the -_ 


contrary Teſtimony of more than two, -and more credible ? Becauſe jt is 
for 'the King ? - No:Lie, nor Perjury, nor Opprcthon of the King's Sub- 
jeRs, is for the King, but againit his Honour, Wealth, and Strength. 
"Why will Magiſtrates. employ, ſet on, and encourage infamous and known 
lying Fellows-? How can they believe them, that were not Witneſſes, 
nor: preſent -in the: Meeting from the beginning to the-end, but lay 
$kulking at a diſtance, that went ſcouting up and down 3 that took Names 
upon Truſt and Hear-ſayz and that cannot tell the_Text, nor one Sen- 
tence of the Sermon, nor who the Preacher was ? 

Here Regard is to be had to the Credibility of Perſons on both ſides : 
Are there not as honeſt, juſt, conſgiencious Perſons as Informers ? I hope, 
I know there are z why.may not they be'believed, and the Parties relieved 
upon their Appeals? | Is it a ſufficient Reaſon, becauſe they ſwear for the 


King? It for the King as a Party, then Judges Judg between Party and 


Party, 


| 
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Party, and'in doing Juſtice againii the King's Cauſe as a Party, they eſta- ' 
bliſh his Throne as'a King, and thereby a& for him. If it be for the King's 
Profit, it ſuppoſes the Right to'lic on his Side firſt, or elſe it is no Profit 
but a Worm in his Exchequer. . What other Reaſon is there why theſe 
Witneſſes muii be believed ? Is it becauſe they ſwear poſitively in the Af- 
 firmative? Becauſe ſome that conſtrue Things in their favour, do take 
. this for a Rule, that -a Negative cannot be proved, therefore their p5ſi- 
tive Swearing cannot be diſproved? 'I do think-ic worthy a few Words t&Y 
explain it, which may help Mens Underſtanding :- therefore I fay, A Ne- 
gative cannot be proved, becauſe it is grounded { pardon the Word ) upon 
a Non-entity 3 that'is, There is no ſuch thing 3 therefore ſuch a thing can- 
\ not be affirmed and proved. Truth is the poſitive in Being and Realicy, + 
- and therefore Truth can only be affirmed. In a Contradicory, one Side 
can only be true.. If one Man ſwear a Lie never fo poſitively, he pofi- 
tively (wears a Negative ora Privative : - He that ſwears the-Truth, tho it 
be contrary to.an affirmative Falſhood,or Lie, fwears a Pofitive. -Now'wher- 
an Informer, or any other Witneſs, ſwears poſitively fo and {6, and ano=- 
ther ſwears the contrary, the Judg and Jury, ( who are Judges of Evi- 
dence ) muſt know, that he that ſwears Truth, he only (wears the Poſi-- 
tive, and the other: the Negative 3 and therefore in this caſe theymutt uſe - 
| their Reaſon, to compare the Credit of the Perſons that ſwear-on both": 
Sides 3 -and if there be an equality in them, they muſt have regard to Cir-- 
cumſtances,and findput what Evidence they can. Let Juries take heed of the * 
Guilt of a falſe Verdi, when they are tempted and deceived,that it is for the.” 
King : They are to. proceed according to the Credit of the Evidence, and * 
| then it is for the King, when they proceed according to Truth : + Then'+ 
© you are Loyal Subj«&s, when you a& according. to Law; for Law is thet . 
| Rule of Loyalty. | | 
It is too apparent, that too many now do fiudy, by what Laws Prote- 
ſftants may be brought into Trouble 3 - as LaFantius reports, that Domitius * 
(Ulpianus de Officio Proconſuli, lib. 7, ) reſcripts nefaria collegit, ut doterer © 
guibus penis affici oporteret eos, qui.ſe cultores Dei confiterentur. | De Juſtitia,”. 
lib. 5. + 491«] | 


Honoured Sirs, you have a Law, and Laws; keep ſiritly to thern, - 
and donot your ſclves tranſgreſs them: - You have Laws againtt others, 
keep to thoſe Laws, and you will not give Diſſenters - ſuch juſt cauſe to” 
| complain, as they have... You have Laws, and you have'a Religion too, > 
in.great danger from the Execution of-them at this time, and-in the ufu-= 
al manner,- if the Judgment of 'a great part of-them; -who had Ability - 
tojudp,. and Powcr to declare their Judgments,: be-of- any value 3 "Oo 
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| have a:Law, but keep to your Places, leſt you give great advantage-te 


them that \'complain of illegal Sufferings. | | 
- Many of you do not like the Laws, but befides the Law, there is a 
Penalty, and an hundred Pounds will make a Hole in fome Juſtices ERates, 


. eſpecially in Towns and Cities, who are Tradeſmen : | But keep 


firictly to the Laws, to theſe Laws, and you may venture your Penalty. 
-IF you were not too forward, -or too fearful, the Informers would fear to 


. come to. your Houſes, as Men afraid to be ſent to the Houſe of CorreQion, 


or a Goal; and you may eaſier defeat them, than they recover a Forfeiture 
- upon, you, With all their Arts of Falſhood and Perjury : But if you value 
your Fortgiture, above the preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, in a 
great'part of it, how will you be able co ſuffer the Loſs of all againſt 
:Popery-? - | | | 
And laſily ; Conſider ſeriouſly the manifold Manifeſtations of God in 


' _ «theſe Things: The Judgments of God are rarely and ſeldom executed, 


becauſe of his Patience- and Mercy 3 but they are ſometimes, that they 
.may,be noted, and that Men may fear. The Lord is known by the Judg- 
ments mw hich be executeth, EP 

This may be called Fanaticiſm, and vain Obſervations of weak and ſu- 
-perſtitious Minds : But as it is a Contempt of God, not to obſerve his 
:Providences, and his Judgments 3 ſo Chritiians im» all Ages, have made 
and given Obſervations of God's Hand firetched out againſt them that 
have perſecuted his People, or helped forward their Affliction. 

You know how unwillingly Pontius Pilate was drawn to deliver our 
Saviour. Who ever accounted Ger, Fo. Voſius below the moſt learned of 
-his Age? He gives this Cenſure of Pilate's At, ( Harmon, Evang. 12. c.5. 
.ÞP. 246.) Cnjus injuſtitie-graves a Deo panas luit: For he who ſuffered 
himſelf to be carried with the Accuſations of the Jews, which he knew to 
:be falſe, fo far as to adjudg innocent Chriſt to Puniſhment 3 he alſo him- 
KF, circumvented with the talſe Accuſations of the Jews, was baniſhed 
to Vienna; as Joſephus, Lib. 18. of his Antiq. c. 7. Neither did Herod 


eſcape unpuniſhed, who profeſſed he found notþing worthy of Death in 


Chriſti, for his cruel handling of him 3 for he was ( tho for a far different ' 
.Cauſe ) by Caligala baniſhed-unto Lions. Foſeph. Antig. l, 18. c. 25. 
This might be {ufhcient to diſcourage any from being forward, or ir:c'- 
ting and promoting this Work, either by Threats or Promiſes, and to 
make the unwilling reſolute in their Averſencſs and Forbearance. He that 
aid, Remember Lot's Wife, doth expe&t that all Men ſhould reid what 
God's hand writes upon Examples, and declares by his Publick- JuIgments, 
Tertullian obſerves to Scapuls, the Publick Jadgments of God for the Per= 
ot gathering their Harveſts, the for- 
Pr mer 
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mer Years Rain, and the Fires which hung over the City of Carthage -ill- 


the Night 3 they knew what they threatned, who ſaw them, and what 


the Thunders ſounded: Omnia, hec funt im - 
minentis ire Dei 'figna. * Theſe are all Signs Nec" unquam impio+ 
* of the Wrath of God hanging over our\ Heads: rum ſcelere in noſtrum 
* And they ſhall feel theuniverſal and laſt or ut- | nomen exmurgitur, ut non 
© mot Wrath of God, who do otherwiſe inter-. ftatim divinity vin- 
© pret theſe *Examples of his :' For that Sun in diffs comitetur, &c. 
© the Aſſembly at Utica, 'when the Light was a - Cyprianus: contra De- 
* moſt put out, was a Prodigy, and could not be ' metrianum. 
© from any ordinary Eclipſe, 'being then in its | 
© Alticade; — We can alſo lay before thee the latter Ends of ſeveral Pre- 
© fidents, who-near their Death have remembred that they finned, in vexing 
* the Chriſtians, Vigellins Saturninus, who firſt drew Sword againſt us, 
< loſt his Eye-ſight, ' Clendins Termianus in Cappadocia, 'taking It (ill his 
* Wife tarned to our Se, dealt-cruclly with the Chriftians, was in his 
<. Palace defiroyed alone by Peſtitence, after that Lice had creep'd from 
© him while alive. - Let no Man know this, (aid he,' ( keep this ſecret ) left 
© the Chriftians rejoyce in their Hope, — And they}!who ſeem to themſelves to 
© be unpuniſhed, ſhall come -into'the Judgment of God. ' Thus that ancient 
Writer, - Tert#llian, © VIALS | #42; 7 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians do not paſs by particular Judgments upon' par- 
ticular Perſons, nor general Calamities, ſuch as'Darknefs upon the Face of 
the Earth, the Noife of Thunder, not from Heaven, but-the'roaring of 
the Earth, Eatthquakes, ovening of the: Ground, | 
ſwallowing up Houſes, ' and many died with the Centnr, 4. C2þ. 20, 
Terror of it; Cities drowned and overthrown by | IG 
the Sea. the Peſtilence, and other Calamities. Hath not God called ns 
to turn to-him by many Judgments? And is this a Sign of our turning to 
him, that Religion is expoſed to Scorn, and truly religious Men are leaft 
endured 5 and Difſenters from Humane Inventions, and unneceſſary 
Things, are proſecuted 3 and Difſenters from God, and'his plain and open 
Laws, and the very ſerious Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, are' too common] 


ſpared? | Is this the Effe& of our Repentance ? Yea, what Zeal againl 


Diffenting Chriſtians to .root them up,- to puniſh Preaching, Praying, 
finging Pſalms, mutual Editication expreſly exhorted to by the Apotile, * 
Col.3.16, Andiinftead of Chriftian Communication and Converſe, what 
a lewd Generation of Dammum's, that Health-Proſperity, and Deſtruction 


| to Perſons, according to their [ntereſts and Paſſions? The profeſſed Devo= 

' tees of prophane Obſcrvances and Irreligion carry the Day, and keep the 

Wall, while ſober and-religious Perſons are driven into Corners, and can» 
4 O 


not 


- 
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pot enjoy them with quiet. .. We have heard of Swords, and Blood drawn 
at Play-Houſes, or. by occaſion. of them 3 and was. ever any of them in- 
diced for Riots? But bow common a Practice hath it been to indi& 
peaceable Mcn'and Women, and bind thera to the Behaviour, for un- 


doubted Cliriſtian Exerciſes ?—God hath ſpoken by Wars with a Nation of. 


our own Profcfion, by Peltilence, by many dreadful Fires,by raging Fevers, 
and other Diſcalcs-not commonly known, in which God hath not long 
debated with wretched Mortals,. but taken them away ſuddenly. He hath 
contended by great Necays in Mens Eftates, by hidcous Darkneſs, by fcor- 
. ching conſumiog Heat 3 and laſtly, by pouring down immoderate Rains, 


(will neither Fire mele us, nor Rain ſoften us, no, not fo much as into 


one Fali? ) And is this a fign that God is attended to, and his Voice 
, undcerficod, and his: Warving taken, -that the Mcuchs of his Servants ſhall 
- be fopp'd?} And what tho God. hath remembred Mercy, in: giving us 

great Plenty, after. both exceſſive Heat and immoderate Rains3 doth not 
he exped& to be entreated, .and that we ſhould amend our Ways? Shall 
this go for a Reformation, that they who cannot Gerve God, in a publick 
Station, ſhall not ſervehim.in private Mectings ? - Or thaf a mare plain 


faſbion Gke cry vp the Publick Service, do not live by ic; end (evercly- 
puniſh others for. not coming to Church, who are not (0 often there them» 


ſelves as they might be. - ; 


Be pleaſed but to look about you, and ſee how many Gentlemen are ei - 


- ther cut off, or takenaway ; How many Noble and Gentkkmen's Families 
| are fatherleſs and maſterleſs! Houſes ſhut up, or: 
— Duanto major fuerit a Paſlage in at. the Back and Kitchin-Dooss, into 


perſecutionis injuria,tan-. a cold Kitchin, and an empty Houſe} And do- 
#0 & juſtior fiat & gra- you think this is the way to live long upon Earth, 


uinr pro perſecutione vin= and bring down a Blefling- upon your ſelves, and 
difta. Cyprian. contra your Poſterity, to diſcountenance or to extirpate. 
Demetrian. - the Profeflors of Chriltian Religion > Could but. 


Rainis regym, ja&u> the Dead adviſe you, they would adviſe you to - 


ris opum, diſpendio mi+, | be truly pious, and piouſly. zealous, to: encourage 


litum, diminutione ca= them that mind the Way to Heaven, and tohedg. 


ftrorum. — Idem ib. © up their Way with Thorns, that: txanſgreſs, and 

| are extravagant out of the Ways of God: They 
would tell you, that many that keep the other Side of the Thoxn-Hedg, 
( to ule the Words of an'eminept Guide-in that Way. ). do meet at- the 


Journey's End. But the. Dead ſpeak not 3- and-it will be tos late, your 


Work will be done, before you can go to adviſe with them. O hearken 
tothe Voice of God in his Word,in his Judgiments,in your. many Examples,, 
and 


\ 


_ foe the Nonconfouniits. 9H 


| and in. your own Conſciences! Can you diſcera.a Judgment of 'God,; wheri 
| you ſee it af another Man's Door ?; Muſt it come in at'yourrown Dobrs ? 
muſt:it come up Stairs.? myſizit come to: your Bed-Chamber-? and-mult it 


hinder the Succeſs of al -Phyficians. upon -you, and follow you to yout 


Graves, before you take a reverent Notice of it- SLUT 


I beleech you be not diſpleaſed with me for telling-you what Tchink 3 


The Curſe of difobedient Children, the Curſe of Swearing and Drunken+ 
neſs, and many other lmpieties 3 the Curſe of Poverty, 'and: Neceſſity to 
mangle, if inot to alienate Eſtates, .comes into-many Houſes,” becauſe they 
would not have the Bleſſing of Obed-Edom,. by entertaining / the 'Ark of 
God : And do not you in your Canſciences know, ( if ever you do -re- 
fe) that they only, or for the moſi part, who have bent their Power a- 
gainit Nonconformilts,, haye made but a Pretence of cheChurch; to-dif- 
guiſe their-natural-Diſguſh, -or cloſe Diſpleaſure. againſt the PraQice of re- 
ligicus Duties : For till a Man's own: Heart be petfuaded and tonverted 
to God, he doth hot well digeſtiReligion in any other' 3- and indeed? he 


can no more love it in others, ;than'condemn himſelf; 'for he imult inceds 


condemnzhe Neglect in himſelf, that commends-the PraQtice in another. 
Have you known the moſt pjous; and ſober Pexſons, -of 'the moſt unſway« 
ed Reaſon, to be forward and cager?-: Have you not : traced - the Pipes, 
that haveconveyed the Oil of Intereſtito feed this burning Zeal? Name but 
one Man that hath ſioed upon: his own Legs, without dependanceor ex» 
peQation 3 [name but one Man, that was wiſe, ſober, ' temperate, fe- 
ious,” and conſciencious in the Practice of. Religion, in his- own Conver- 
ſation,and jn his Family, that was incohercut from ſome in Power for their 
own worldly Aims, that offered himſelf to..this Work s - Natne but any 
one that did execute theſe Laws frqgm a pure Heart -to pleaſe Go) and 
adyance his Honour 3. and-for that one,you'may ſuſpe& many others,if not 
—_ your ſclves, to a& from a- private, worldly, if not revengeful 
Plit. 1h 1 F £1 bag = Hoo OST pgs 

Have you not known that Men have taken their Aims and Meaſures 
from the Wills of ſome in higher place? and that have cried up, or beaten 
down Religion, as it hath opened their way, or flood in it 'to their de- 
figned Prozets? The Spring of. theſe. viplent Mocibns 'is-as- apparent as 
' the Gnomen of the Dial, to the Eyes of all thoſe thar ſee what time of day 
it is. I have been ſparing of Names, becauſe I would not offend; yet 
for warning and example fake,. be pleaſed to obſerve what they have done 
and been, that have gane before you; Do you take your ſelvesto be more 
eminently Loyal thantall that are laid afide ?. Do you think it will be a 
_meritorious Service to ſuppreſs Difſenters, elſe you can be no Friends to 
Ceſar, no Sons of the Church ? But whois the Ceſar, or which is the 
6 O 2 Church 
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—_O The-Confouniſt's fourth JPiea - - - 


Churchz for whoſe ſake Proteſtants muit be undone ?'” Not the op, Fed | 


is a5 great Reaſon to be (hie and tender in. Execution of Laws againſt Diſ- 


{enters; as to-be.ſevere.and zealous for other Laws. * Take heed ! for God 
j3 concerned, you, and your Families and: Poſteritics concerned 3 and as- 
you muſt account to, God, abuſe not the Power given you, to ſerve any 
May's Pleaſure,. ox your own corrupt Aﬀe@ions. Take Example by fome 
of as mean Parts as Eftates, who have been recommended to Power by 
for their Forwardnels in: fuch $ervicesastheſe, and have not'had the Ho- 


 moux and Comfort. of livipg in their own Houſes, yet /have been buſy in 


gpenipg, and breaking.into, and rifling their reJigious Neighbours 3 and 
by others of - large Eſtates and . Fortunes, who: eat- their - Commons mot 
dreſs'd in:their own Kitchins,: and have not common Liberty, but what 
they.ask leave; and pay for.. Take warning:by ſome, who Jae run but. a 
very ſhort Race: and Courſe in. the purfuit of» Diſſenters,” end have left 
nbne of their Children-to ſucceed themiin their Power. Take the Exam- 


_ Ple of them, who have ſeen the Hand of God firetched out againſt them. 


and their. Families, and whoſe Conſciences have applied the meaning of it 


in the Death of their Children, both of their Reubens and Benjamins 3 and 


that have not proſpered in this World, but-have fled, and tid; live& and 
dicd in aPlace that hath no Mark-of Honour upon it, but that it is en- 
titled: to be the Kings. . Elias.was as great a Fanatick; and Difturber of 1/- 
rarl, as any Nonconformiſt now : Chuſe you, Noble Sirs, to- be Obadiab's, 
rather to hide the Prophets of the Lord by Fifty, than be either a Captain 
of aFifty,..or one of the Fifry, that go to take . the Prophets: Everyone 
thoſe unhappy Captains had an Authority as high as yours can be : 'But 0- 
_badia jo aver 

and a State-Diſftuzber,and of all. the Captains he was preſerved: And fol do 


heartily pray, .that you may-be in your Spheres a Terror to evil Doers, and + 


a Praiſe to them that do well 3 and fo Death and Judgment will be no 


diſtinguiſh:between a-Prophet and a Rebe], a faithful Preacher, 


\ 


Terxor to yQu, and you ſhall have Praiſe of God : . Spare.no Teacher of . 


Seditiovp, but havous them that fear the Lord. 


HI.1T crave leave. to.weite a few..Words to my Brethren in-the Holy 


Reverend aug-beloved. Fathers.and:Brethren, Tam not unſenſible'of 'inly un- 
Atneſs to write to you, both in reſpe&t of my Town Inability, and your 
Prejudice agzinit me... 1 fear my Charity:to my Reverend and worthy 
Brethuen the,Nonconformiſts, have lot me much-of yours I am ſorry, that 


F -_ fuzthe-Nonconfounitts,. ror” 
avyhave fv little of this/Oit, that-they have not enough for themand':me 
too ; But Iwilladventure #0:open'my Mind a little:to. you; tho:irbethe - 
les. Idohambly conceive! the Word of Redonciliation+is:committed to 
us; and the Holy-Ghoſt is invocated-upon us more than-once 3 - and: thofe- 
Graces which all Chriſtians have,” we ſhould have more abundantly, and- 
ſhould be as well known by that Grace, by which our Saviour would have. 
his Diſciples-to be known of 'all Men, by loving one another, as we are- 

«known'by our diſtinguiſhing; Garbs and Habits.- We can fpeak at large of 
the :Excellency of: Love-and Peace, and of the ill-Effes of Enmity and : 
Diſſention 3: and repreſent and inveigh againſt Sehiſm, -as if-that were the 
Sin againſt the Holy: Ghoſt, which ſhall never be forgiven in this-World, - 
nor in that which is to come, or as if that were the Sin unto Death :- Ang * 
indeed it may be called a Sin #nto Death, in a ſence, becauſe it is fo contra- 
xy to Charity and Peace, and deſiruttive of the Life of Saints, which 
doth much conlift in their Communion. But were we impartial, we ſhould * 
as warm'y admoniſh.our own Hearts, to-take heed of * Schifmatical Pufli- - 
ons, and excommunicate them from-within us; as admoniſh and caſt our 
others that differ from us. Is there not ſome, Fondneſs for our own: Opj- 
nions, ' and: Self-Love in the Praiſe of Unity, and Reproof of Schiſm ?* 
For moſt of the. Diſcourſes + E-have heard or : read of ate. Years upon” 
this great Subje&, have been to:condemn or cenſure all that differ from : 
us. We would: have all Men think, not-only charitably, but well an&- / 
honourably:of us: but if. we have any Charity for them that are out, we - 
are very careful that it be done in ſecret, and without found of Trumpet. - 

I am far from extending this toall the Conforming Brethren, but to them, . 
and them.only, who from -Miſ-information received an obllinate Preju-- 
dice, or Policy, are profuſe in the Expence of Words-and Paſſhons.: We db + 
take it extreme ill from ſome Nonconformiſts, that they cenſure and ſpeak - - 
ill of us, that they reviley and render ns-as fcandalous and odious,as ready tv : 
decline and apoltatize'3. butteally are not the hot- | ; 
teſt of them matched, if not beaten out of the Sre the ſecond Sernton + 
Field ? > E-may. be. thought: to have an Intimacy © of the - Right Reverend ' 
with them, and a Partiality for them; whereas my* Biſhop of Cork, of 'In- - 
Acquaintance is very little 3-- but as far as it: doth vedtive Preaching. : 
extend, I muſt do them this Juſtice, that they- 
are of a very loving, healing, and uniting Spirit. I haveheard'thim frexk 
very well of good Confoxmilis,and as free to acknowledg the Grace of God. 
in them, as in thoſe of theirown Perfuafion, and as ready to hold Terms of * 
Eriendſhip- with us. - Have not we.given themas great Offence, by doing :. 
what they cannot do, as they have given us; by not doing what we trave / 
doneXchey have loſt by oux Compliance,but we. have not loſt by their Non - 
: conformity; D 
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| conformity, except, as they are often told; welole by their. means among 


the £eaple, but we gain among the Princes'by it 3 and do we love :them 
Ao ill; that we would-not have the People Jove'them? Alas! what a 
.peckled Bird is  Nonconformiſting' Princes Court,and in moſt noble Fami- 
Jies, ata publick Mceting! What! is a little Popularity grudg'd. them ? 
:Lamericved.. to think what a Crime-it 15 to be conſciencious. Certainly, 
if they arc not. conſciencious, they have not common Senſe'3 and the op- 
probrious Jeers and Sarcaſins with which they have been treated, have nos 
ſuthcicntly ſet out their Folly, if they ſuffered great Loſſes, to gain the 
.cold Breath of Popularity, which would ſooner ſtarve'than refreſh them. 
Who ſhould be ſo compailionate, courteous, : officious, loving and peace- 
able towards them, as we who are Miniſters? Who ſhould better knaw 
the Darkneſs and Weakneſs, the various Workings of the Mind, than 
we? Whoſhould mare candidly uſe thern that difſent from us, than we, 
\who know our many Difſents. from: our (elves, at -ſeveral times, and the 
Aame Points? Who ſhouldallow more to .the ſcrupulous than we, who 


know the Weakneſs of ourown Light, and aſcribe much to the' Authori- 


ty-of Conſcience? Conſcienceiis no: Sovercign,' but Conſcience is: next 

$24 © and immediatly under Chriſt the King. Conſci- 

It # ſuſpicious, that : ence is ſubjeR to Miſtakes, but its Judgment” is of 
Jome Mens Conformity is highett Authority next under God, and to be 
ill built, who ſay, That controlled by none buthim.' It is Hypocriſy and 
4 Claim of Conſciences Impicty to pretend it; - and it is too great a 
not 40 be allowed , as if Boldnefs, and Intrufion into the Throne of God, 
Jaferiors were #0 lay to judg that they do but pretend Conſcience : 
.#bat aſide, or we can ne= And vey ill Service is done to Chriſtianity, and 
.ver attain to Peace -45 great Encouragement is given to Impiety, by 
if that were to be reſign'd forme Mens arraigning Diffenters for a bare pre- 


ap to Raders. tencevf Conſcience, : by making the difſolute a& 


| as ſecurely, as if there werercally no ſuch Power 
as that of Conſcience. Is it not a Word too common, Hang *eme, bang *em, 
there is none gaad, no Truſt to begiven #0 Men that pretendto Conſcience ? * Who 
ſhould better underſtand what Unity and Conſent is necefiary between | 
Chriſtians, and what Condefcenfion and Forbearance isneceflary ? * Who 
ſhould better underſtand the differing Practices of ancient Churches, than 
we? And that there is no perfe& Unity, till we come to perfet Light 


and Grace? , We ſhould know that there are hard things in Conformity: 

Subſcription. avd Conformity is the eafieſt thing .in the World, if 
. +there were no morerequired, thap that they will not .rebell,, but ſupporc 
" «the Gavernment, and be cmcerhi 


under it: :If this be all, tell them 
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But to impoſe upon. us Maximes of State, the Determination of "Pro- 

blems, is to bring many Men into-the Clouds, tho others get near the Sun, 
and have Light enough to-read their-meaning- We ſhou'd know the Edu-- 
cation of a: Scholar, the Charge of - Studies, the Neccfſities of Families, . 
and how harſha thing it is to be too much indebted to Charity fince alt: 
things have ceaſed to be common. We ſhould upon many Conſiderations. 


commiſerate them, and their Families, We ſhould be hoſpitable, 'and' 


not forgetful to entertain Strangers. How comes it then to paſs, that 
it is fuch a Crime in ſome Mens-Eyes, to be courteous to a diſſenting Bro-- 
ther ? and his-very- Neighbourhood is become intolerable,- eſp-cially-if -he - 
preach the Word ?. | 

-In a word, as I ſaid before, we that preach the Word-of Reconciliationy 


ſhoald be- of reconcileable Spirits and Tempers. 0 Proud and erroneous+ | 


Phariſces were given to caſt out of Synagogues: It is a Sectarian Spirit, - 
to make Secs, or to uſe a ſound Chritiian as if he were a Scctary. - Fhe 
Spirit of SanQification is neceſſary to all that will be ſaved, andfor' us-+ 
more than others: Wedeclare we have received that Spirit before Ordi-- 
nation, when the-Holy-Ghoſt is invocated, and we are ſent with Authori-- 
ty from bim. i515 | my 
Give me leave to- bring to.your Minds the excellent Words of Cypreeno 
—— Idciree & incolumba venit Spiritus Sanus, ſimplex animal & Iatum, noms 
felle amarum, -non morfibus ſguum, non unguinm-laceratione violentum : Hoſpi-- 
tis bumana diligere, unius domus conſortium nofſe, cum generant, flunl filios” 
edere ; cum commeant, volantibus invicem coberere , .communi converſatione vi= - 
tam ſham degere; oris oſculs cancordiam pacis agnoſcere, lege circa omnia nna-- 


, nimitati implere, — — Did Ffacit 7 pedore” Chbriftiano lupornmn ferttas, ehe= L 


canum rabies, & venenumiletbale: ſerpentum, & cruenta ſevitia beftiarum ?*— 
H- ſpeaks of the Catholick-Church,: in_ that excellent Book, De Simplici-- 
tate Prelatorum. . | | 

Barbatity and Cruelty- rages in the Wilderneſs without 'the Church ;: 
How unbecoming a Scholar, yea, a Man ? a Miniſter, . yeay a Chriftian; 
isit, to imbitter the Lives of them that are caſt out of their Churches, and 
Houſes,and Free-Holds,and caſt down to.be trampled under foot? Fo cxaf-- 
perate Magilirates againſt them ! Is it toour Honour to put on the Magi-- 
frates Spurs ? Is Whiſpering and Backbiting a Grace in us ? Are Inve&tves, . 
Sermons? I do not marvel that fome Men do not pray before their 
Sermons, when 1 conſider what their Sermons have been but do much 
more marvel, that after their Sermons they. have repeated an excellent: 
Prayer out of the Common-Prayer, That the Wird-might fink into our 
Hearts, &c... | < 
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There are two Things which are taken exccedingil}from.you, 'by con- 


Forming Gentlemen, 'and Members of, our Church :© : Your medling with 


State-Affairs in the Pulpit, and yourexciting the Magilirates to-profecute 
Proteſtants by which you do riot- ſave your ſelves, : nor gaia: others, 
Have not ſome of you driven away, and loſt, your own Auditors, by your 
-Invectives agrinlt Proteſtant” Nonconformiſts of longer fianding in the 
. Church of Chriſti, and that have .gone. through thoſe Trials, and ſtood 
faſt, which you have not felt as-yet, and whom you ought -to honour as 
Fathers and Brethren? It can never-be a comfortable Day to-you, if you 
lived to ſee them all uſed as you' would have them uſed. How unworthy 
a thing is it in a Miniſter, to go next way to a Magiſtrate, and inform 


and incenſe him againſt your Brethren, ( ſo you ſhould eſteem them ) for 


a private Diſcourſe, which had nothing of:Danger, but ſome pleaſantneſs 
.in it! Some have been ſenſible of this afterwards, and aſhamed. How zealous 
an Adis.it in a Miniſter, to importune a Magiſtrate, time after time,to drive 
'Minifier out of his own Family, aut of a Town, or into a' Priſon? Muſt 
that Man becclear in his own Soul, that cannot abide the Neighbourhood 
'of a Noncontortnift, becauſc he thinks himſelf condemned by his Reſo- 
lution and Conſtancy ? Whether was the more Chriſtian Ae and Temper, 
to.molcſi a Nonconformili living, or to beg this Pardon dying, for an 
unfriendly, uncharitable, perfidious Carriage ? How uncomfortable is it 
fora Minilter, to diſturb, and procure the Punifhment of a few diffatisfied 
Perfons, by which they are cut off from him, and grow. and propagate ? 
They encreaſe, and he grows.more diſcontented and troubleſom, and-in 
bis declining Age outlives their Love, and his own Honour, not- among 
them alone 3 and to fink and fall in the Efteem and Honour, which once 
'he had out of the Confines of his own Pariſhz and his Labours, once e- 


fleemed, are become fruitleſs. I do:not know, that kindling of-Fires is 


any part of the Office of an Evangelical Prieſt, I conceal: Names, .and 


| -pioceed no further. - | 


Some of you are zealousfor the Laws, for all, and for a full Obedience 
of all Perſons to all Laws: But, my Brethren, as going to Law is the 
laſt-Remedy to be uſed by an:injured Perſon 3 fo omnia prius tentanda, by 
us, in Caſes wherein we may appeal to, or call in the Affiftance"of the 
Law- _ Have we fiated the Differences? have -we argued with the Spirit 
of Love with them ? have we prayed to God for them ? Have we given no 
juſt. Qffence, cither by bitterneſs or negligence? Have we become all 
things to them, to gain them? After all means, have' we exerciſed For- 
bearance? and begun with the hirſt Offices of Love, and then riſen higher 
and higher? But as ſoon as Men come into a divided Pariſh, to preſent 
them, or complain to Juſtices, is to begin where we ſhould not end without 

K-- | Extreme 
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- extreme umivillingnels and: trouble;' -Ous Maſier nevertaught us this Mes 


thod of *Proceeding; © To-corredt by Warrants, is not <difyitng ant corn- 


 verting.  Ieis-cotamonly ſaid, | That Executioners of the Lew- are to-a6, 
- and nat to judg;/'or uſe their own Difcretion': No! whytheriwhat's the 


reaſon that wiſe and+ diſcreet Men- are-at anytime put-into:Office ? : 
-T have anſwered what Objections I met with- before-3 {hall but touch 


_ one. common Grievance, which is, '( belides' the general Accuſation:of 


Sthifm and Separation, and'other Matters of Debate: )-thac tither ſome'of 
your Pariſhioners go abroad to hear, -or fome/of the Nonconformilt Prea- 
-chers preach in yourPariſhes. ' In this Caſe there are abundance of Cir- 
cumftances, that aggravate or diminiſh, and by conſequence alter (its - If 
the: Nonconformiſt Miniſter be an able good Man, I think- we ſhould be 


- glad and thankful for his Pains, and live ( as irf ſorne very great Places fome 
eminent Cofiformiſts and Nonconformilts db )- in great Love and Agree- 


ment, and'both are <dified in Love. - You know; St. ———_— that 
Chriſt was preached, tho out of Envy to him. But hath Necethty-brought 
Preachers among us, or carried away careful Souls" from us? then who is 


— molt to blame ? Suppoſe there were two Churches it your Town, -you 


axemot 'grieved that all hear you not in that Caſe. *i I know theigreat Con- 
venicacy ef Parith-Bourds, both for Miniſters and People,"eſpecially-where 
Pariſhes/arethicks/ and People ſhould be tender how'' they leave a painful 


_ profitable Pariſh-Miniſter ſent unto thetn.: And Ihave heard, fore Non- 


conformilſt Preachers have perſuaded People to hear: them 3-'and Noncon- 


formitt Hearers, that could not in Conſcience forſake good -Men, if they . 


had'fuch mn their Pariſhes. - Others are' of: another "Temper, iweak,- and 


ſubject to Paſſions.- Eutin this Caſe, 25T ſhould labour confciontiouſly*to 


beat profitable Miniſter fo T: ſhould not-be a - Hindrancetvo the/preater 
Prof of Souls efewhere 3 I ſhould -not think' then to/beloſt co-me, [that 


-areZained to Chrift by another Miniſter.” 'But this Cornplaint is made-a- _ 


gain{t: ſome - Conforming Miniſters, 'that' they -draw too. The Anſwer 
was:home and blunt, of a'Conforming Preacher; either given or ſent to a 
Noighbour- Miniſter, who was aggrieved his People left him, and went 
tothe Neighbour-Minifter : T preached them hitber, and let bim prowcb them 
homo - apain, if be will. If our Hearts were” fet upon our Work, and if 
God's G'ory was uppermoſt, and Sclf-denialnouriſhed, theſe things would 


be. better born; The Diffenters are cither pticcable in their Diflents, mo- 


defi-in their different Opinins, fencert in Their Ways of they ere. of a 


ScQarian Spirit : To'the.one the Spirit of Meekne(s, Love, 'Forbearanee; | 


isbet ſuited, and we may live together-wich Comfort and Editication's to 

the other, Severity is an improper Cure, -for it makes him the''more'-a 

Sedtary. * We are to giin, and to gather, and to -uſe-all ''Means-that 'are 
| P proper 
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proper; and effective of that End. 'Arethar:not-in all our: Pariſhes, ig- 
noranit; :profane; carcleſs Sectaries;from God, and his holy Body? What 
Imprudencewduld:it be, to,;bring themi' all under Fines and: (Troubles: * 
They ſbould be.a'greates Grief. to us; undoubtedly, than honefi ſcrupu-: 
lous Svuls;. that ſeek. the, way, to pleaſe God: - If, Nanconformity:be- ſuch 
ani Eyc-ſore,[Jet us take heed chat we do not make Nonconformiſis, and 
not; blaſne:them! ſo much; as out ſelves, -if they ſeek- to mend themſelves 
dfEwherec! {It igiecrtains High Conformifts maile, Nonconfarmiſts, in 1662: 


_ And it is:tod evident; that;Gonforwilts. do make many itill.; 1 am: perſua- 


ded, 4if St-lugwtinhad been alive in our Days, he would never have per- 


_ ſuaded the Magiſtrate t0-make ſuch Laws, nor any of the-Fathers before 


hini,' mach leſs.the holy Apoliles3 their Salutations expreſſed: the -Large- 
nels of -tbcir:Hearts,; and their -Catholick-Love to the Corinthians, among 
whom were great Diviſions 3 to the Galatians and Coloſſians, among whom. }_ 
were {ome'ivery.erroneous::1 So did:their Behedictions-3 + Peate. beito the Bre-: 
#hren, and Love, with Faith from God the Father, and the Lord Feſis Chriſt, 
Epheſ. 6.23. *And\ Grace be with; all them that love our Lord Feſus tn Sincerity. 
ver(l. 2. ,But;to love the Nonconformilts into Silence, into: Poverty, into. 
Diſgrace; into Bonds,! is a.Love not; known, to be numbred. among the 
Characters and Signs:of Chriſiian;:Love.,. If, Chriſt died. for them, it any. 
of chers love Chili in Sincerity, ;love them better for. Chrift*s ſake3' and 
let not. Conformity be a neceſſary.Condition of private Charity,” as well 
as-of Miniſterial-Liberty and: Maintenance: (I know it is not fo to” all, 
ſome have Hearts. and Hands extended,. but) I ſpeak to. them whoſe 
Zeal, or ſomething elſe, makes them-ſixait and. rigorous. Would you' 
love them if they. would conform? Why do, you not love ſome. thathave 
conformed, but.not aboye Conformity, after;your Pattern and Example * 
Do-you ſay, it would not trouble you it the Laws were ſmooth'd and re- 
laxed, -but while they are'in force, it is fit, and for the Honour of the Go-. 


_ vernment, that they ſhould be executed ? But is it likely that thoſe Laws. 


will ever be abated, by your means at leaſt, which you that ſtile your ſelves 
the Church do like ſo well, as to call and preſs for their Execution ? Why. 


have you ſo little: Honour for thoſe Noble Gentlemen in Parliament, that. 


would have diſannull'd them? Some ſay, let Authority make what Laws. 
they.will; they muſt be obeyed, If you thought more gentle Laws 


_ would do better, why do you ſo much approve of theſe * If theſe be fo: 


very. good and; fit, are we ever like to. hear of more moderate, 'iG.you can. 
hinder, them? _ . Your: Zeal-is for Uniformity, as well. as Government :- 
Why may not another, AR be as grateful to you, as this Force? and a new - 
Uniformity as deſirable as the-old ? Then you ſay, *Tis dangerous to alter 
Lawsand Eſtabliſhment. You are zealous againſt Diſorder, that. is, to-. 
ns | Gy. 
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| lainly, you pyld preſerve, der, b tting us aſl der tato/ great 
fo l raQionhs. * is before Te th, oof Ton Paige, Haknnpl eh 


offenſive ig Ts Ruines 6f the Noncorl mils lie at y your very es 
agree with Surveyors, and wiſe Buildexs,” to raiſe 'out of the uines a beau- 
tiful Fabrick, for Peaceand Love to dwell in; If not. know you aſſured. 
ly, there are thoſe at work, that will lay you as low as you, have Coe 
them; © And who can'be' aſfired of * the contrary, but that our holy 
honeſt, our gbod and fajtfiful' Brethren, have perfurn'c d, air d, and CON: % 
crated Comrion-Goals againſt ottt Sotag i in ? "which if we ſuffer, 1 wiſh 
we may have Grace to endure as.they have done 3* as I am confident we 
ſhall be more of the ſame mo with them 'in+ ſuch a Cafe, than. now 
you are. 


Tt cannot : be blotted out, hae the Cy and Cardinal of Las did 
inſtigate and ivflame the Magiſtrates 3 O that this were a Blot pnly i 
Popith Martyrologies! How alien' is this from the Mind of out Lord ? ? 


from the Temper of Chriſtianity? And how unlike a Courſe to perſuade . 


Diſſenters, or to quiet the Church ? Let this go among the Vextucsof the 
Phariſces, Papiſts, and Friars. The Words of the Reverend Dr. Burnett, 
'of the b:ftand worſt of Clergpevien, will not encreaſe his Honour, or 
ocure him love from mapy of us. P11 make bold to repeat a few of them :* 
It is obſervable, the beſt Clergy-Men bave been the moſt gentle to thoſe that differed 


from them. But the Unworthy, who know that a good Cauſe may be. ſpoiled, 
but is not likely to prevail in their Hands, and will not trouble themſelves with 


the laborious Methods of conquering Errors, are always apt to extreme and cruel 
Courſes, (ince they know they miſt prevail with theſe, or none at all. Hilio- 
ry of the Rights of Princes, pag. 257,258." 

The Apolile*s Wiſh, I would they were cut off that trouble you, falls ſome= 
where elſe, and is not to the purpoſe it is often produced for. We that 
are commanded, if we love Chriſt, to feed his Lambs, are not to {:t'any 
- on to worry firaying Sheep. The Holy-Ghoſt is often invocated ' upon 


us, and therefore except the frequent Invocations be” i in vain, we are to ; 


breath out from that, and not another Spirit. 


III. A Word to Informers, to whom [I have but little to ſay at preſent. 

'How unſavoury is the Memory of Gardiner and Bonner / the former a 
cunning Informer, - both Inſtigators and Perſecutors. An Informer, in the 
pureſt Sence of Index, is a naughty Man turn'd honeſt, 'when he doth it 
out of abhorrence of evil Counſels, and Confciente of Duty. 
and Kingdom may owe their Prefervation to fuch a Man. But 2uadru- 
” platores, Informers for a fourth: part of T- Forfeitures, orany other Moie- 
| 2 
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Af he Threatnings-of - Torments could not move St.. Cyprian to inform - 
the Proconfiit of his Brethren'in Carthage. Afﬀeer other trying Diſcourſes, 

Paternus the Proconſul asked him, Tell me where are thoſe Presbyters which are- 
ſaid to be in this City ?:-. St. Cyprian anſwered, . Je bave well ordained, -and * 
like Men, "that there ought to be no, Informer, therefore they ought not to be be-- 
ng y fe, but you-may find them out. 3 and becauſe ye bave judged, that no 


i 


, 


2 ſhall ' accuſe himſelf. The Praconſul anſwered, But I will tor-- 
Ment. thee, bait I will” find them out by thee, The Saint of God anſwered, 

- They hall not be deſtrayed by me, The Proconſul anſwered, It is the Com- 
mand of the Princes, that the Chriſtians kgep no Canventicles, nor go to the Bu- 
rying- Places of the Martyrs endif  ony Man tranſgreſ, he muſt he puniſhed ©: 
with the Sword, The Taine of God anſwered,  Do-as #hou art cammanded. 
Paſfo B. Cypr. per Pontium ejus Diaconum. By the Canon of the Council of 

' Elebriz, if any of the Faithful turned Informer, he ſhould be excommunicated, 

. Tr:was an odious Sight, but much tothe Honour of the Juſtice of thoſe 
Days, to ſee Dr. Londen and Symonds ride with their Faces tothe Hozſes: 
Tails, and Papers on. their: Forcheads, to the Pillory ; for Perjury 3.-two - 
_ greater.and more worſbipful than any of you Informers now. Dr; Burnet's 
Hiſtory of the-Reformacion, Part-1. Book -3. pag. 327. 1, | 
| You are in great Power, and of Ve at preſent, ( even your own Friends 

- elteem you a neceſfary.Evzl, but indeed ſome of you are more neceſſitous than 
neceſſary) you have many Juſtices ready at your-Call,and a Mulcitude of Fol- - 

. . Toweis at your Heels,in many Places, You make a:ſmall Gain of the Godlines. 
of ſome, of the Scruples and Errors of others 3 but count all, and then 
the total will come to worſe than nothing. I ſhall not, revile you, but by . 
what I know and--hear of ſome, you are:.a (great .Reproach:to the 
Chriſtian- Religion, and the Scorn- of all Men, that have any : Spark. of 
>Humanity or Vertue left-in them.. I bave faithfully reprefented.true-Hiſlo- - 
rics of the Lives and Deaths of- ſome of your Predeceflors,. that you. may * 
take warning, and it peradventure that you may: repeat : For you: have. . 
allumed -an Office and Calling meerly to ſerve your . Luis, and your Bel- 
lics, which before had.conſumed the little Subtance you had ( ifever you 

| | had. 
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your ſide, by which you have taken- away from many Reverend Divines + 

their Books, Goods, yea ( many times ) the-very Beds they -lay-upon; and * 

have left them deliitute of Maintenance for themielyes, -Wives and Chil-" . 
dren : Yea, you haye taken ( or cauſed to beitaken ) their Perſons;”and:*: 

calt them into loathſom Prifons, which have occaſioned the Death oof forne, - 

-and the Sickneſs and Ruin of many of them 3 and had/ not Royal Favour - 

- interpoſed, 'you would never have left, till you had utterly ruined ll, both -- 

Miniſters and People._ But ere it be too late, I beſeech you confider\your » 

evil Ways, and repent, elſe your Reward will be according'to your Work.--- 
Doeg was an Informer againſt David, and the Prieſts 3 was one of thofethac = 

loved Evil more-1han Good, and Lying rather than to peak Righttouſneſs 3 and his - 

FUDGMENT was, — Ged ſhall likewiſe deſtroy thee” for ever, be ſhbll '- 
take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy Dwelling-Place, and root thee-016 "of - 
the Land of the Living, | Pſal.-52, 3,5. - Read. 1'Theſf, 2.15, ' 
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| " Expect to be toldef the Sufferings of the -Loyal Clergy in the Time*-- 
. of War: 1 have diſtinguiſhed between a Timeof. War:and Peace, of * 
- doleful Havock, and Security and Law 3 but it is not obſerved. I fay-- 
now, that theſe Miniſters I have mentioned in the foregoing Treatiſe® * 
havebeen Loyal Perſons, and in the Fimes: of Ufurpation-ventured' their ' 
Lives and Eſtates for -the King's happy. Return. .. I know: -no- Man -. 
ſo diſiogeauous, as to envy the Care that hath . been-to: preferve” Mr. Hud- - 
dlefton ('a_ Papifi ) from the Laws, for. his.good Service about the King, 
in.his Eſcape. . But no-fuch Care was takcn of Mr. Parſons, 'Mr.' Heywood, * 
Mr, Harriſon, Mr. Cook, of Chefter, -who: was in the Tower when the King 
was called in, who ventured: their Lives and Eſtates for:the King: with 
Sir George Booth. Biſhop Walton wonld ſpeak civilly to Mr. Cook, :'but told © 
him, he muit conform, or he could not hetp him. How-many of-the Loyal 
Clergy were out of Livings or Employments, that did not take their Eafe, 
or-enjoy a [tudious Retirement ? :How many that loved- Preaching, did - 
ks cleave: - * 
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-Fleave t6 their Flocks, that:did\ nots enjoy: ſome Liberty and Encourage- 
: .. ment} -& could:reckon up-many that. had Livings in the City, and: prea- 
.hed-in;Chiirches withbut.'any Letz as Dr. Hall, (afterwards' Biſhop of 
.-Cbefter) ;Dr.Bal, Di #4, (late Biſhop in Treland). Dr. Hardy, Dr. Griffth, 
..Dr::Peirſon, ( now Biſhop of Cheſter) Dr. Moſſome,, Mr. Farringdon, with 
-mapy-more, beſides Abundance in every County. How many of them fled 
* .an-choice,- left their Places, even in the King's Quarters? I could name 
- ſome of them, when I was a Boy 3: and now I live where a- Miniſter did 
/voluntazily abſent-forty Months before he appeared, and in the mean time 
- the:Patran preſented. | | . 
' .., Tis txue, 0, Cromwell; and his Officers, did once, upon ſome provocation 
-of a pretended Plot agdinſi him, by a Proclamation prohibit their -Prea- 
-<hing, !keeping $chools, &c. But. by. the Interceflion of that excellent Man 
. ; Axch*Biſhop Vſher; - they had their Liberty again, and. preached, and en- 
.Joyed their Places'all the Time of the Uſurpation 3 and thoſe that were 
+keptout of their Livings, had. the Fifths allowed them, I ſpeak. not this 
,tocxcuſethe Evils-of thoſe Times, but to ſhew that the Loyal Clergy 
found ſome Mercy and Pity even trom Uſurpers 3- and ſome of them have 
:ingenyouſly confeſſed, that-they. received great Kindneſs from: ſome in _ 
-. Power then: And {hall not we now exceed. them in Mexcy? Does it not 
become us to a according to- the Chriſtian Law, to overcome Evil with 
Good and according to the Law of the Land, ( the At of Oblivion ) in 
, not reviving the Memory of the Evils of former Days, to the detriment of 
any Perſon or Perſons ? | | 
| But now fuch aStorm is raiſed, that is ready to carry away not only the 
Goods, but the Perſans of the Nonconformiſts : 1 know not the Reaſon, 
unlefs it be becauſe they were too zealous for the Bill of Excluſion, Indeed 
-Sedition and Rebellion -is pretended, that they are Enemies to the Go- 
vernment, that they are a&log the old Game of Forty One, and Forty Eight. 
Let theſe things be proved, and then let them ſuffer 3 I plead not for any 
; Nay, Moderation, and moderate -Divines of the Church: of - England, 
-are become now hatefuland expoſed, and.eſpecially if any of us dare be fo 
_ - Bold as to plead for Moderation towards Diſfſenters3 and inſo doing we are 
repreſented as Enemies to the Church, and threatned to be caſt our. . *Tis 
Laid, we have refleQted on our preſent Clergy, when it is only ſuch of the 
p: _ «Clergy as are over-zealousand fiery, and hinder the Union of Proteſtants, 
: For if Phaeton: (as Dr. Stillingflcet in his Iren. ſays) drive the Chariot of 
the Swi, the World will be ſoon on Fire: 1 mean ſuch in the Church,” whoſe 
' Brains,' like the Unicori's, run out into the length of the Horn 3 ſuch who have 
wore Fairy than Zeal, and yet more Zeal than Knowledg or Moderation. 
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The Generality of our preſent Clergy are great Admirers of Archbiſhop 


Lexd, and thoſe that adhered to him 3 and yet Mr, Hammond L'Eftrange 
| Cone that wasa zealous Church-man, and as keen againſithe Presbyterians . 
as his Name-ſake ) hath ſaid more of him and them, than any of the* 


moderate Divines now have, or dare to ſay of the preſent Clergy. Viz. 


Mr. Ham. L'Eſtrange's Hiſtory of K. Charles the Firlt, pag, 143, 144+; 


—— His Zeal to Order ( meaning Arch-Biſhop Lau) carried. bim : this 


_ far, ( that is, to put the Canons in Execution ) tranſported him little #00 
far : The Communion-Table, which formerly flood in the midſt of: the. Chunch 


or Chancel, be enjoined it to be placed at the Eaft End, upon a graduated advance 


of -Ground, with the Ends inverted, and a Woodden Traverſe of Rails befare- 


it, to keep Prophanation off, to which Rails all Communicants were to reſart.. 


'. Theſethings were decent and comely in Contemplation, and had been ſo-in Prattice, . ' 
had they been within the Rule of the Church Diredions , but being Anomalous In- 


novations, and ſo ſeverely urged, many became thereupon preciſe, and ſtparated' 
themſelves into faftious Sidings 3 nor was this a Schiſm of an ordinary Size, 
bnt grew to that proceſs, to that degree, as, to ſpeak in the Primitive Mode, Altar - 
was erected againſt Altar, that is, one Biſhop impugned and oppoſed anather.: . For - 
the Biſhop of Lincoln ( being affronted by one Titly, Vicar of Grantham) pub-. 
liſhed a Traft under a concealed Name, poſitively aſſerting therein, That-the holy- 
Table anciently did in the Primitive Times, and ought fo in urs, accor-. 
ding to the DiQates, of our Church, ſtand in gremio, and Nave of the 

Quire. And as the Arch-Biſhop, whilſt he ſo vebemently purſued Order, did a - 
little out-run Authority ; ſo. was he unbappy in thoſe he did employ, as Inſtru- 


ments and Subordinates under bim, ſome whereof endeavoured to ſuper-indudt - 


many Things, as Will-Worſhip of their own, and which came within a Mathe- 
matical Lineof Popery : Nor were they blameleſs in their Lives, ſome being - 
vitious even to Scandal, nor of ſo meek and humble Bebaviour as, was tobe wil} | 
but inſolent at a rate ſo intolerable, as one was bold to fay, He hoped to live to - 
ſee the Day, when a Miniſter ſhall be as good a Man as any upſtart Fack-Gen- 


tleman in England. To ſuch a height of Infatuation had a petty Blaze of mi-- 


ftaken Honour elevated this bigh Flyer, who in lieu of thoſe frolick, Days be looked ' 


to ſee, lived to ſee that very Hierarchy extirpated, and lived to ſee himſelf d:plumed : 


of all bis Pomp. Theſe Exorbitancies of thoſe Sons of Eli from the Rules of * 


Etbicks, created a very great Diſguſt againſt them ; and many well enongh af- 
fefted to their Empire, 7a exceedingly blame their Imperiofity, &C.. 
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The Reader. (in regard of the Author's. Diſtance from the-Preſs ) is; 
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